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Kozyrev arrives in Egypt 

CAIRO (Agencies) — Russian Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev 
arrived in Egypt on Tuesday at the start of a Middle Bast tour 
aimed at helping die region's fettering peace process, Mr. Kozyrev 
told reporters in Moscow that his country, a joint sponsor with the 
United States of multxlaieral Middle K^t peaty talks, believed 
U.S. efforts alone could nor ensure progress. “The efforts of one 
state will not be enough to pot the Middle East peace process on a 
dynamic track. We are now working in close cooperation with our 
American co-sponsors and the European Union,” he said. Mr. 
Kozyrev will bold talks with bis Egyptian counterpart Amr Musa 
and Arab League Secretary General Ksmat Abdul Mcguid on 
Tuesday. On Wednesday he will meet President Hosni Mubarak. 
The Russian foreign minister b also scheduled to visit Syria, 
Lebanon and Israel. Mr. Kozyrev's talks with President Mubarak 
also focus on the extension of the nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty. “Wc have a very long relationship with Egypt and it is a 
very finririhl one. I am sore we will have productive talks.** he stud 

upon arrival. Mr. Kor~~" ‘“ :J *•- — *— = — : 

to Mr. Mubarak from 
divulge the contents. 


r. Kozyrev said be was bringing a special message 
: from Russian President BoraYehstn, but did nbt 
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Nothing could be easier than to enjoy the many 
benefits of the Frequent Plus programme: all you 
need to do is to contact Air France Sales office Tel. 
698317 or your travel agent, and we will send you 
an enclosed request for membership to fill in and 
return it to us. Air France will [hen send you your 
personal membership card, together with your 
Frequence Plus guide within few weeks. 

The moment your membership is recorded, ihe 
flights you take will be taken into account. 
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King: Jordan will set example, 
hopes for comprehensive peace 

Christopher says congressional approval of debt relief 
for Jordan is assured U.S. will honour its commitment 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher pre- 
dicted Tuesday Congress 
soon would approve a pack- 
age of $480 milli on in debt 
relief for Jordan and His 
Majesty King Hussein said he 
was satisfied that the result of 
the move would be positive. 

“I think people on Capitol 
Hill are responding,'’ Mr. 
Christopher said at a joint 
conference after talks with 
the King. 


T am quite satisfied the 
results will be positive,” the 
King told the news confer- 
ence at the State Depart- 
ment. 

King Hussein also Jor- 
dan was “deter mine d to see a 
full peace, a normal peace, a 
warm peace” develop with 
Israel “and hopefully in die 
region as a whole.” 

On debt relief, Mr. Christ- 
opher told reporters: “There 
is a growing realisation in the 
that it’s very im- 


Queen receives U.S. award 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Mon- 
day received an award from 
the National Council of Jew- 
ish Women (NCJW) in 
Washington, in recognition 
of “her outstanding work in 
the areas of social welfare, 
maternal and child health 
care, education and women’s 
development,” a Royal 
Court statement said. 

In her remarks, Queen 
Noor spoke of the role of 
women in the new era of 
peace-building in the Middle 
East. 

She emphasised that it is 


imperative for peace to en- 
dure and for the people of the 
region to work together to 
improve the quality of life 
and to promote stability for 
future generations, which can 
only be achieved through a 
comprehensive settlement of 
the Arab-IsraeK conflict in all 
its tracks, the statement said. 

The council, founded in 
1893 to improve the lives of 
women, children and their 
communities, is a non- 
political volunteer organisa- 
tion with nearly 90,000 mem- 
bers throughout the U.S. 


portant for the United States 
to keep its commitment. I 
hope it will be worked out in 
the very near future.” 

Mr. Christopher added: 
“The debt relief, because of 
the condition of their eco- 
nomy, is very high priority 
for mem. It’s the first thing 
we want to get done here.” 

The King held talks with 
President Bill Clinton at the 
White House on Monday. A 
U.S. statement issued after 
the meeting said: “In his 
meeting with King Hussein, 
the president reaffirmed his 
commitment to support Jor- 
dan as it bnilds upon the 
historic treaty with Israel to 
establish a warm and lasting 
peace. 

“The president expressed 
his determination to work 
with Congress to secure full 
appropriations in the FY 
1995 Department of Defence 
supplemental for Jordan debt 
forgiveness, emphasising that 
the United States most de- 
monstrate that it stands by 
those who take risks for 
peace. 

“The president and King 
Hussein also discussed de- 
velopments in the Middle 
East process, particularly the 


progress made as a result of 
Secretary Christopher’s re- 
cent visit to the region toward 
a comprehensive and lasting 
settlement” 

The King, met Monday 
evening with House Speaker 
Newt Gingjrich of Georgia 
and majority leader Dick 
Armey of Texas. “We talked 
frankly about matters of 
mutual concern, about the 
peace process, the future in 
our area and the bilateral 
relations,” King Hussein said 

Jordan, U.S. sign 
extradition treaty 

JORDAN AND the United 
States were to sign an ex- 
tradition treaty Tuesday in 
Washington, Justice Minis- 
ter Hfaltam A1 Tal «wH- 
Uie cabinet approved the 
draft accord on Monday 
and assigned Jordan’s 

amhamd n r to Wariringtii n, 
Fayez Tarawueh, to sign it. 
Mr. Tal toM the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

He said the treaty wfll go 
into effect after it is ratified 
by the US. Congress and 
passes through the constita- 
tional process In Jordan. 


afterwards. 

Asked whether he had re- 
ceived any assurances on 
debt relief, Kihg Hussein 
said: “Tin very happy with 
the results.” 

Budget-cutters in the 
Republican-controlled Con- 
gress moved to cut the debt 
relief to $50 million. Bnt the 
Senate two weeks ago 
amended a defence bill to 
provide fall relief for Jordan. 

The two versions will be 
taken up by a conference 
committee of the Senate and 
House. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, reported that the King 
and Mr. Clinton had a private 
meeting, which was followed 
by an expanded one with 
senior officials from both 
sides joining the talks. 

It said the talks were 
attended on the Jordanian 
side by Prime Minis ter Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, Royal 
Court Chief Marwan A1 
Qasem, Prince Talal Ben 
Mohammad, who is the milit- 
ary secretary of the King, 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim A1 Kabariti and Jorda- 
nian Ambassador in 

(C uoila uBil on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein with U.S. President BID Clinton at the While House on Monday 
(AFP photo) 
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Algerian 
journalists 
protest 

killings 

ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Protesting the assassinations 
of 30 journalists during a 
Muslim fundamentalist in- 
surgency, 16 national news- 
papers merged into one for a 
day Tuesday to declare: 
“You will not silence us.” 

The paper, which reserved 
a page for each of the dailies, 
was tided “AJ Moujahid,” 
after the paper whose chief 
editor was shot and killed in 
an ambush in an eastern 
Algiers snbnrb. 

There was no daim of re- 
sponsibility for the slaying of 
Mohammad Abdul Rahmani, 
but sospidon fell on Muslim 
militants who have targeted 
reporters, intellectuals and 
foreigners as well as offidals 
and security forces. 

More than 30,000 people 
have died in the three-year- 
old insurgency that - began 
when the military-backed 
government cancelled Janu- 
ary 1992 elections the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) was ex- 
pected to win. 

“Terrorism will not make 
us bend,” vowed an editorial 
by A1 Moujahid. 

Meanwhile, an Arabic 
newspaper distributed in 
Western capitals reported 
that the two top FIS leaders 
have been moved back from 
jail to house arrest. 

Abassi Madam and Ali 
Belhadj, sentenced in June 
1991 to 12 years in prison for 
anti-government activity, 
were placed in separate resi- 
dences, reported A1 Hayat 
withoat citing its source. 

Mr. M&dani is in a resi- 
dence in Douera, 15 
kilometres southwest of 
Algiers, in the same place 
former President Ahmad Ben 
Bella was lodged after a 1965 
military coup, the paper said. 

Belhadj was moved to a 
residence in Tipaza, a coastal 
town 60 kilometres west of 
the capital, Ai Hayat said. 

Reports have conflicted 
over the whereabouts of Mr 
Madam and Belhadj, who 
were moved out of prison in 
September during stepped-np 
contacts with the government 

but were reportedly reimpri- 
soned in January after talks 
floundered. 

It was not dear ir the latent 
reported transfer signified 
improved contacts. President 
Iiamine Zeroual has vowed 
to go ahead with presidential 
elections. 


Israel, PLO make progress 
towards self-rule elections 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) reported 
progress Tuesday after the 
first of two days of talks in 
Cairo on elections for a 
Palestinian self-rule council. 

“Negotiations have en- 
tered a new phase and we 
have begun working on a 
joint text (for elections),” 
Palestinian delegation chief 
Saeb Erakat told reporters. 

"There has been agree- 
ment on many of the ques- 
tions which were still up in 
the air.” 

His Israeli counterpart 
Yoel Singer was equally satis- 
fied. “We focused on the 
structure of the council. We 
have completed the first 
reading of this chapter,” be 
said. 

“We have not yet reached 
agreement on all the ele- 
ments of this chapter bnt we 
are trying to eliminate as 
many as differences as we 
can,” he added. 

Tbe size of the autonomy 


council to ran the daily lives 
of Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip is still in 
dispute,” Mr. Singer said. 

Palestinians want a 100- 
member council, while Israel 
has proposed a much smaller 
body. 

The PLO also insists that 
Israel give the 160,00 Palesti- 
nians in Arab East Jerusalem 
the right to stand in the elec- 
tions. Israel has agreed to let 
them vote but refuses to 
allow them to be candidates. 

Dr. Erakat said that differ- 
ences over the relationship 
between executive and leg- 
islative powers in the council 
had begun to dose, helped 
along by a previous agree- 
ment to elect the council 
president separately. 

The president “will choose 
the members of the executive 
authority and they will then 
be approved by the conned/' 
he said. 

However, he admitted that 
the body would not be ‘iden- 
tical to a parliament.” 


“We have known since the 
beginning that there are 
limits on the powers,” of the 
council. 

Dr. Erakat added that 
Palestinians opposed to tbe 
peace process will not be 
barred from election. 

“No one will check on the 
political affiliation of candi- 
dates or voters. There will 
merely be criteria like those 
throughout the world, but 
they win not be political.” 

The Jewish state had pre- 
viously demanded that 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad be 
banned from the ballot. 

Israel’s Health Minister 
Ephraim Soeh has predicted 
that hardline militants will 
win op to 20 per cent of the 
votes. 

“The results of these elec- 
tions, which will undoubtedly 
take place in the coming 
months, will depend in part 
on the economic situation 
prevailing in the territories... 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.S. seeks oil ban on Libya; 
Qadhafi to break air embargo 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The United States will ask 
the United Nations to impose 
an oil embargo against Libya 
because of its renisal to turn 
over two suspects in the 
bombing of Pan Am fright 
103, White House Press 
Secretary Mike McCrary said 
on Tuesday. 

“We have already begun 
... consultations with mem- 
bers of the Security Council,” 
Mr. McCurry told reporters 
at the White House. 

A total of 270 people were 
killed when the Pan Am 
flight was destroyed in flight 
above Lockerbie, Scotland, 
on Dec. 21, 1988, including 
259 passengers and crew 
members and 11 victims on 
the ground. 

The United States and Bri- 
tain in 1991 indicated two 
alleged Libyan intelligence 
operatives, Abdel Basset Ali 
Megrahi and Lamen Khalifa 
FInmah, for the bombing. 

Libya has refused to sur- 
render the two suspects to 
stand trial. It -says the two 
would not get a fair trial and 
that it is ready to send them 
to trial in die World Court. 

The decision to seek ex- 
panded United Nations sanc- 
tions against Libya was re- 
layed bv President Bill Clin- 


ton’s National Security 
Adviser Tony Lake to rela- 
tives of Pan Am 103 victims 
in a meeting at the White 
House on Monday. 

Last week, Washington 
added the two suspects’ 
names to its “10 most wanted 
fugitives” list and offered a 
record $4 mflbon reward for 
information leading to their 
arrest 

Britain declined to com- 
ment Tuesday on Washing- 
ton's call. 

“We have no immediate 
reaction,” said a Foreign 
Office spokesman. “We wifl 
study any proposal dial may 
be submitted.” 

The U.S. said the action 
would be taken in association 
with an upcoming U.N. 
Security Council review of 
existing sanctions. 

That review is carried out 
every 120 days at United 
Nations and the sanctions 
against Libya were due to be 
reconsidered toward the end 
of this week, diplomats at the 
U.N. in New York said. 

Those sanctions, which in- 
dude an air embargo and a 
ban on shipments of weapons 
and certain products used in 
the oil industry, were likely 
to be prolonged, they said. 

Libyan leader Muammar 


Qadhafi said Tuesday that be 
would defy the U.N. embar- 
go and fly his country^ pil- 
grims to Mecca in Saadi Ara- 
bia in May even at the risk of 
the planes being shot down. 

“We will defy the sanctions 
and travel to Mecca as before 
the embargo on board planes 
of the Libyan airlines,” Col- 
onel Qadhafi said in the town 
of Tobruk near the Egyptian 
border. 

“Nobody will be able to 
prevent ns fom travelling to 
the house of God, even if it 
brings a catastrophe,” he told 
a crowd gathered for the 25th 
anniversary of the withdrawal 
of British bases from Libya. 

“We will see daring the 
next pilgrimage if Saudi Ara- 
bia is an independent country 
or of it bows to the United 
States and raises obstacles" 
for the annual pilgrimage, to 
take place this year in May, 
he said. 

“If that’s the case, it will 
sot have the right to control 
Mecca and the tomb of the 
Prophet,” he said. 

He said Riyadh wonld 
“face an unprecedented poli- 
tical crisis because either die 
Libyan planes will be shot 
down in the airspace of the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Ekeus: Iraq may have 
biological weapons 


KUWAIT CITY (Agencies) 
— Iraq has raised fears it 
might have made biological 
weapons by failing to account 
for 17,000 tonnes of culture' 
for breeding bacteria, a- 
senior U.N. official said here 
Tuesday. 

U.N. disarmament chief 
Rolf Ekeus said after a mis- 
sion to Baghdad that the mis- 
sing quantities amounted to 
far more than the little 
needed in hospitals for di- 
agnostic and testing pur- 
poses. 

He said he had managed to 
trace 15,000 kilogrammes of 
the 32,000 kilogrammes of 
culture imported before the 
1991 Gulf war, when U.S.- 
led forces freed Kuwait from 
seven months of Iraqi 
occupation. 

“They admitted they im- 
ported it but they could not 
account for where it has dis- 
appeared,” Mr. Ekeus told 
reporters. 

Iraqi offidals “were not 
able to give us a satisfactory 
account of these imports, 
which makes ns concerned 
that they used them for' 
weapons production,” the 
heaa of the U.N. Special 
Commission on disarming 
Iraq (UNSCOM) said. 

Tne substances, he said, 
“are a breeding ground for 
bacteria which is used in hos- 


pitals in small amounts for 
testing and diagnostic pur- 
poses. It is distributed to 
hospitals in very small 
amounts! 

Baghdad imported the sub- 
stances, which many coun- 
tries use for scientific and 
medical research, in 1989. 
Bnt a mere 100 kilogrammes 
would usually be enough for 
a year for a country of Iraq’s 
size and dvilian • require- 
ments, Mr. Ekeus said. 

He said tbe commission 
was oven unacceptable stor- 
ies about where the material 
had gone, such as it had 
“disappeared in the general 
turmoil” during the 1990-91 
Gulf crisis and the U.N. trade 
sanctions that followed. 

The Swedish diplomat said 
that if Iraq had produced tbe 
bacteria, the commission 
needed to know where it had 
been stored. 

“We have certain suspi- 
cions about one facility/’ be 
said, without elaboration. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Said Al Sahaf 
said in Cairo on Sunday that 
his country did not have any 
biological weapons and had 
no germ warfare programme. 

He said Iraq bought 30 
tonnes of monocellular pro- 
tein in 1988, which is used for 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.S. wants outside help 
to free Americans in Iraq 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The United States is seek- 
ing help from France, Russia 
and Turkey in its efforts to 
win freedom for two Amer- 
icans imprisoned in Iraq for 
illegally entering the country, 
U.S. officials say. 

All three countries tided 
with the international coali- 
tion that defeated Iraq four 
years ago but all now have 
some influence with author- 
ities in Baghdad. 

France, Russia and Turkey 
are eager for an end to U.N. 
sanctions so they can resume 
normal business dealings with 
Iraq. Turkey claims the sanc- 
tions against Iraq, its neigh- 
bour, have cost the Turkish 
economy $20 billion. 

The U.S. offidals, asking 
not to be identified, said the 
administration also is seeking 
assistance from some Arab 
countries, which they refused 
to identity. 

Also aiding the U.S. effort, 
the offidals said, is Poland, 
whose diplomats in Baghdad 
represent U.S. interests in 
Iraq. 

In Baghdad, an Iraqi par- 
liament member said the Un- 
ited States ought to use di- 
plomacy rather than threats 
in its efforts to win the re- 
lease of two Americans. 

Washington announced at 
tbe weekend that Iraq had 
sentenced David Daliberti 


and William Barloon, two 
employees of U.S. defence 
contractors in Kuwait, to 
eight years in prison for ille- 
gally entering the country 
from Kuwait. 

“The law applies to offen- 
ders and their entry is illeg- 
al/’ parliament's foreign 
affairs committee rapporteur 
Hassib Aref told AFP, 
adding, however, that the 
case could “be settled 
through diplomatic means 
and not by threats.” 

“It’s routine care which 
happens between states and 
which doesn’t require the in- 
ternational diplomatic com- 
motion caused by the United 
States,” the deputy said. 

He accused Washington of 
“seeking a pretext to (justify) 
its hostility to Iraq and main- 
tain the embargo” imposed 
after Iraq’s 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Mr. Aref also repeated an 
Iraqi offer for talks between 
legislators from Baghdad and 
Kuwait “to discuss all out- 
standing issues. We don’t 
have any problem discussing 
any issue, including that of 
the Kuwaitis missing.” 

Kuwait is urging Iraq to 
release 609 prisoners and 
missing persons from tbe 
1991 Gulf war. Iraq denies it 
is holding snch people. 


Villagers flee Turkish forces in Iraq 


ZAKHO (Agencies) — More 
than 1,500 villagers Bed in 
vehicles loaded with goats 
and belongings Tuesday as 
Turkish troops battled hard 
against Kurdish guerrillas. At 
least 97 rebels were killed in 
the fighting, officials said. 

The growing streams of re- 
fugees could increase West- 
ern pressure on Turkey, 
which sent troops across the 
border last week to strike 
Turkish Kurdish rebel bases. 

Some Western officials and 
rights groups have appealed 
to Turkey to steer flic offen- 
sive away from civilian areas 
and quickly pull back across 
the border. 

Turkey’s president, Suley- 
man Dctmrel, has suggested 
that troops could remain in 


northern Iraq for up to a 
year, but Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller said the nuhtary 


will withdraw once the rebel 
bases are destroyed. 

Baghdad warned that Tur- 
key risked getting bogged 
down in a drawn-out guemfla 
war waged by Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) separat- 


ists. 

Turkish military spokes- 
man Colonel Dogu SHahdog- 
hi announced 97 PKK deaths, 
raisins to 269 tbe number of 
PKK fighters reported killed 
since Turkey poured 35,000 
soldiers backed by tanks and 
warplanes across the border 
on March 20. 

Sixty-two died as 
destroyed a PKK camp in 
Hayat valley of Hakurk, on 
the eastern edge of an 8,400- 
squarc-kiloroetre zone con- 
trolled by Turkish forces. 
Col. Sflahrioglu said. 

Thirty-five others were kil- 
led elsewhere including eight 
in the Zakho region on the 
Turkish border. 

Col. Silahrioglu said Tur- 
kish troops had suffered no 
more losses since the last toll 
reported on Monday of 17 
dead and 23 wounded. 

Fighting broke out on 
several fronts Tuesday as re- 
bels struck back. 

Fierce fighting also was re- 
ported in the moon tains in 
Begova and Karri Masi re- 
gions. northeast of Zakho. 


Turkey’s jet fighters . re- 
mained grounded for a 
second day. 

Between 1,500 to 2,000 
villagers tied sooth along the 
road to Sarsang, about 90 
kilometres east of Zakho, a 
U.N. guard, returning from a 
patrol in the operation area, 
told the Associated Press. 

Tbe villagers rode in trucks 
and cars packed with goats, 
gas canisters, plastic water 
jugs and bedding, the guard 
said. 

In Zakho, 177 Turkish 
Kurdish refugees in 10 trucks 
and one minibus pulled in 
front of a United Nations 
High Commission for Re- 
fugee (UNHCR) building on 
Tuesday, appealing for help. 
Some refugees feared house- 
to-house searches by the Tur- 
kish military, aid officials 
said. 

Tbe UNHCR on Sunday 
moved some other 1,700 Tur- 
kish Kurds to A trash. 

Some Western govern- 
ments, including the United 
States, worry about the long- 
term consequences of the op- 


eration and have appealed to 
Turkey not to harm or uproot 
civilians. 

Germany suspended $107 
million in government sub- 
sidies to German shipbuilders 
as part of a deal to sell 
frigates to Turkey. Ms. Ciller 
plans to meet with U.S. Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton in 
Washington on April 18. 

Western diplomats in Ank- 
ara insist that Turkey has not 
yet given concrete plans ab- 
out how to maintain security 
in northern Iraq once the 
operation ends. 

Turkey undertook a simil- 
ar six-week offensive in 
northern Iraq involving 
20,000 troops in 1992. But 
the PKK regrouped right af- 
ter their withdrawal. 

A Western diplomat, who 
spoke on condition of anony- 
mity, said the most likely 
scenario was for Turkey to 
maintain military strongholds 
in northern Iraq after the 
main force withdraws. 

The Turkish campaign tak- 

(Continned an page 7) 
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Nuclear issues remain on 
4ideast ‘front burner’ 
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WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
i'splear aims control or pro- 
ii&ratioo in die Middle East 
remain a “front burner” 
:: j"e for the foreseeable future 
-c. the opinion of a leading 
American and an Israeli 
strategist. This is true despite 
.rr/pt’s recent failure to with- 
-■.oid Arab endorsement of 
v« extension of the Non- 
proliferation Treaty pending 
jscsl't adherence to the in- 
'eniational accord. 

This assessment came from 
iVilzhael Eisenstadt, a senior 
■Jeliow in military affairs at 
■T-iaa Washington Institute for 
:" 2 ar East Policy, and it was 
implicitly endorsed by Shai 
Teldman, director of a pro- 
ject on “Security and Arms 
Control in the Middle East” 
ft! Tel Aviv University’s Jafce 
Centre for Strategic Studies. 

3ofo moke at the institute 
IvfcuCh 23 cm the Clinton 
administration’s effort to win 
worldwide support for an in- 
tiefinite extension of the NPT 
zad the proposed sale of Rus- 
sia nuclear reactors to Iran 
among other related issues. 

. I: j 1970 treaty is scheduled 
review in New York on 
April 17. 

ine Arab League, meeting 
‘.csi Thursday in Cairo on the 
:c:rign minister’s level, con- 
^e£nned Israel's suspected 
aaclear arsenal, but refused 
to endorse Egypt’s efforts to 
'i zlz Arab endorsement of the 
peel’s extension to Israeli en- 
’r'rrsement of the 172-nation 
ureity aimed at limiting the 
»read of nuclear weapons. 

“It is my gut feeling that 
/. 2 dear arms control wul re- 
zzr.izt a front burner issue for 
a: least some of the countries 
of the region for some time,” 
declared Eisenstadt, the an- 
tiicr of a forthcoming mono- 
Crcph on Iranian rearmament 
military strategy and 
‘Like a Phoenix from the 
/•-dies: The Future of Iraqi 
.'Military Power.” 

Although the NPT confer- 
ezze may have been the “pre- 
cipitating ** event that pushed 
the nuclear issue to foe top of 


the regional agenda, he 
added, “the nudear issue has 
become an important — even 
a core concern for Egypt — - 
and for various reasons, it is 
likely to remain near the top 
of Cairo’s agenda after the 
conference. 

Feldman agreed and recal- 
led that Egypt had similarly 
orchestrated — but with 
more success — foe Arab 
refusal to endorse the che- 
mical weapons convention in 
1993 because of Israel’s refus- 
al to join the NPT. 

The' -Israeli strategist also 
pointed out that to Egypt’s 
credit, it had the only Foreign 
Ministry in the region with “a 
cadre of serious people deal- 
ing with arms control issues.” 
He recalled that Egypt was 
the first Middle Eastern 
country “to come out with a 
nudear weapons free zone 
proposal,” and that President 
Mubarak in 1990 was the first 
to suggest zone of free a 
weapons of mass destruction 
in foe Middle East. 

The Egyptians, he empha- 
sised, take arms control 
seriously, and consequently 
Egypt “could hardly take a 
soft position” on the NPT 
extension. 

Eisenstadt raised the possi- 
bility that some Arab states 
including Egypt, Syria and 
Saudi Arabia, may take the 
nudear route if foe Arab 
world is not successful in 
di M w m ttmg Israel’s nudear 
arsenal. He also saw this out- 
come should U.S. and inter- 
national efforts aimed at 
thwarting Iran or Iraq from 
acquiring a nudear technolo- 
gy not be met “with at least 
some visible success.” 

He cited several “incen- 
tives” for some Middle East- 
ern countries to go nudear. 
Among these is foe growing 
cost or conventional arms 
compared to a nuclear prog- 
ramme which could provide 
these countries with “a se- 
rious deterrent capability.” 
He expressed die view that 
Iraq and Iran, for example. 


may fed that the nudear 
route is their only option in 
the face of an American 
assault “since foe U.S. was 
not deterred by the prospect 
of chemical or biological war- 
fare” during the Gulf war. 

In the case of countries like 
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf 
states, Eisenstadt said, “Nuc- 
lear weapons may become an 

increasingly desirable 
alternative to “potentially 
unreliable U.S. security 
guarantees.” He was refer- 
ring to the budget cuts in the 
U.S. qnlitaiy and foe “grow- 
ing isolationist strain which in 
a few years could be a main- 
stream trend.” 

While the calls for the crea- 
tion for a weapons of mass 
destruction free zone in the 
region have become more 
widespread, he concluded, 
“foe incentives and potential 
for nudear proliferation have 
grown.” 

Feldman erorcssed doubt 
that Israel wul abandon its 
nudear programme before 
the attainment of peace in the 
entire region. 

This is the worst time for 
anyone to bring up the ques- 
tion of Israel’s nuclear capa- 
bility, he explained, since 
Israel has not given up on the 
possibility that “this coming 


year will be foe year or 
Syria.” In other words, be 
continued, “the cost and 
compro mi ses that will have to 
be made in the Israel-Syrian 
equation” will make it diffi- 
cult for the Israeli govern- 
ment to simultaneously aban- 
don “two arms of its deter- 
rent equation.” 

He saw Israel in an “evolv- 
ing strategic relationship” in 
the region should the peace 
process expand. “The Israelis 
wiD no longer be able to 
define some problems in the 
area — like Iran — as solely 
an Arab problem but a re- 
gional problem.” The un- 
ification, he noted, is that 
Israel will have to weigh in 
Iran's nudear potential in its 
strategic considerations. 


urdish history — broken promises 
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ANKARA (R). -*■ The his- 
tory of the Kurds -has been 
■one arf broken- promises," 
foiled Heals, repression by fob" 
ravemments of the region, 
sad internal feuding. 

The Kurds, estimated to 
.umber 15 million to 20 mil- 
lion, are a non-Arab, Sunni 
i iusHm people who speak a 
anguage related to Persian 
live in a mountainous 
-~za. straddling the borders of 
Iraq, Turkey, Iran, Azerbai- 
jan and Syria. 

They were mentioned by 
.he Greek historian 
Xenophon as long ago as 400 
3.C. Saladin, foe Islamic 
iaader who fought the Christ- 
ian Crusaders in foe 12tb cen- 
tury, was a Kurd. 

But for virtually all their 
history they have been subju- 
gated by stronger neigh- 
bours. In modem times, Tur- 
key, Iraq and Iran have firm- 
3 y resisted an independent 
Kurdish state and the West- 
ern powers have seen no 
reason to help establish one. 

The Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait in August, 1990, and 
subsequent victory by allied 
forces over foe Iraqi army in 
February, 1991, sparked a 
rebellion against Baghdad by 
the Kurds as well as other 
Iraqi dissidents. 

The crushing response by 
the Iraqi army caused a mass 
ertoaus of Kurdish refugees 
and the United States, Bri- 
tain and France responded by 
imposing a no-fly zone over 
northern Iraq, using bases in 
Turkey. 

The’ two main Iraqi Kur- 
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dish groups in foe region 
failed to work out a power- 
sharing agreemen t and fight- 
ing flared sporadically be- 
tween them. 

Kurdish nationalism stirred 
in the 1890s when foe Turkish 
Ottoman empire was on its 
last legs. Hie 1920 Treaty of 
Sevres, which imposed a set- 
tlement on Turkey after 
World War I, promised them 
independence. 

Bnt three years later the 
Turkish republican leader 
Mustapha Kemal Ataturk 
tore up the treaty. For the 
Kurds, one of history's los- 
ers, it was a story that was to 
be repeated again and again. 

They fared little better in 
Iraq, then under British man- 
date from the League of Na- 
tions, where revolts were put 
down in 1919, 1923 and 1932. 

In Iran, foe Kurds suc- 
ceeded in establishing a 
Soviet-backed republic of 
Mahabad in 1946. But Reza 
Shah crushed the embryonic 
state foe following year. 

Under foe leadership of 
Mustafa Barzani, foe Iraqi 
Kurds waged an intermittent 
struggle against Baghdad af- 
ter world War ft. Their 
“Peshmerga" (meaning 
“those wbo face death”) 
guerrillas continued the fight 
after the Iraqi monarchy was 
overthrown in 1958. 

Finally in 1970 an agree- 
ment was reached allowing 
for linguistic rights and self- 
rule in Kurdish areas as well 
as Kurdish participation in 
the Baghdad government. 

But it broke down, partly 
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over distribution of oil re- 
venues and exclusion of foe 
oil-producing Kirkuk area 
from Kurdistan. 

By 1974 it was open war 
again and a government 
offensive forced some 130,000 
Kurds to take refuge in Iran. 
The rebellion collapsed the 
following year after Iran 
withdrew aid in return for 
border concessions from Iraq 
in foe Shaft A1 Arab water- 
way. 

The Iran-Iraq war, which 
broke out in 1980 and lasted 
eight years, gave the Kurds 
another chance to exploit re- 
gional hostilities for their 
own benefit. 

The revolutionary turmoil 
in Iran allowed them to 
establish a no-go area for 
government troops but they 
were unable to hold onto it 
for long. 

In 1984, the Iraqi govern- 
ment was reported to have 
reached a settlement with Jal- 
al Talabani, leader of one of 
the main Kurdish parties. But 
tins too broke down over 
questions of cabinet posts for 
Kurds and the control of Kur- 
dish forces. 

The same year a Kurdish 
revolt broke out in Turkey, 
where the Kurds were not 
recognised as a separate race 
or allowed to speak their own 
language in public — a ban 
sino: lifted. 

More than 15,000 people 
are estimated to have died in 
Turkey since 1984 when the 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
launched its fight for a sepa- 
rate state in foe southeast. 



Ghali presses Iraq 
to accept oil plan 


KING IN WASHINGTON: Hfa Mqjesty King co nfe rence in Washington (see page one) (AFP 
Hussein and U.S. Secretary of State Warren photo) 

Christopher on Tuesday address a joint press 


PKK leader ‘Apo’ - 
revered and reviled 


ANKARA (AFP) — The 
chief Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) being homed down in 
northern Iraq by the Turkish 
army is Abdullah Ocalan, 45, 
a massive moustachioed man 
revered as a charismatic lead- 
er by pro-independence 
Kurds but reviled as a blood- 
stained killer by the author- 
ities here. 

Generally known as Apo. 
he has ruled foe PKK with a 
rod of iron since setting op 
the avowedly Marxist- 
Leninist movement with a 
few student friends in 
November 1978. It replaced a 
national Kurdistan liberation 
army be had formed only a 
few months earlier. 

With his constant air of 
excitability, Mr. Ocalan 
preaches a greater Kurdistan 
of some 20 million people 
carved out of territory in 
Hotkey, Iran, Iraq and Syria. 

He was born in 1949 in a 
village in the Sanliuifa pro- 
vince near the Syrian border, 
to a peasant family of six 
children. He took up active 
politics when he came to 
Ankara university to study 
political, science. He was 


jailed for seven months in 
1972 for pro-Kurdish activi- 
ties. 

When the PKK was 
formed, Mr. Ocalan commit- 
ted it to armed struggle “so as 
not to lose time for the Kur- 
dish cause in political de- 
bates.” 

He fled Turkey before the 
military coup of September 
1980 and has lived in exile 
since, mostly in foe Syrian 
capital Damascus or in foe 
Bekaa Valley in Lebanon 
under Syrian control where 
be has set up general head- 
quarters and a training camp 
for PKK militants. But the 
camp was dosed down in 
1992 under Turkish pressure 
on Syria and Lebanon. 

It was in August 1984 that 
Apo (a diminutive of Abdal- 
lah) dedded to launch full- 
scale war against Turkish 
forces, reckoning he had 
enough manpower. Because 
PKK operations often in- 
clude attacks against Kurdish 
villages which refuse to 
cooperate, the government 
repudiates Mr. Ocalan as a 
mere murderer and refuses to 
negotiate, even if he laid 




Abdullah Ocalan 

down his arms. 

In March 1993 he declared 
a unilateral ceasefire, which 
lasted until May, asking for 
political dialogue, but the 
government took no notice. 

Mr. Ocalan aignes it is of 
foe utmost importance to res- 
tore Kurdish individuality, 
which be says “Turkish col- 
onialists” have repressed for 
years. He makes his speeches 
in Turkish, nonetheless, and 
uses the language for contacts 
with foe press. 

He used regularly to write 
editorials, under the pen 
name Ali First, in the 
Turkisb-language pro- 
Kiirdish , newspaper '„Ozgor 
Ulke, until -it .was- suspended 
from publication in January. 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali is pressing 
Iraq to forego a quick, total 
lifting of the oil embargo 
slapped on it for the Gulf war 
ana accept a gradual easing 
of sanctions. 

A senior U.N. official, who 
asked not to be named, said 
that Dr. Ghali has repeatedly 
told Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz that 
Baghdad must accept a step- 
by-step approach to regain 
international confidence. 

The U.N. chief has stres- 
sed that foe conflict involves 
not only the United States 
and Britain but Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and many other coun- 
tries who either fear a milit- 
ary comeback by Iraq or a 
sharp drop in oil prices. 

Dr. Ghali feels a new cli- 
mate must be created and 
that Iraq, which invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990 but 
was chased out by U.S.-led 
forces seven months later, 
must accept a partial lifting of 
U.N. sanctions, the official 
said. 

For more than a year foe 
five permanent members of 
foe U.N. Security Council 
have been split over how to 
deal with Iraq. 

France, Russia and China 
feel the council must strictly 
apply its Resolution 687 
mandating an end to the ban 
cm Iraqi oil sales once a U.N. 
panel certifies Baghdad has 
complied with demands for 
its disamarment. 

But the United States and 
Britain believe Iraq should 
also be judged on its be- 
haviour and intentions and 
analysts say it would be diffi- 
cult for either country to ease 
it position as long as Saddam 
Hussein stays in power. 

The United States unveiled 
Friday a draft resolution 
worked out with Britain and 
Argentina that would raise 
the amount of oil revenues 
Iraq could earn for humanita- 
rian purposes from S1.6 bil- 
lion to $2 billion every six 
months. 

This is still only a tenth of 
Iraq’s capacity for foe pro- 
duction of crude oil, experts 
estimate. 

Hie draft resolution would 
also, impose additional levies ~ 
on Baghdad of $400 million 
each six months which would- - 


be paid to the United Nations 
and go towards helping Iraq's 
Kurds. 

Dr. Ghali has been urging 
Iraq for more than three 
years to strike an ofl-for-food 
deal under U.N. aegis, but 
Baghdad has refused on the 
grounds it would' compromise 
Iraq’s national sovereignty. 

On Sunday, Mr. Aziz re- 
jected the U.S. -British- 
Argentine proposal and dis- 
missed it as a manoeuvre to 
hoodwink international pub-j£ 
lie opinion and prolong the|| 
oij embargo. fl 

The UlN. official saidjg 
there bad to be a practical 
approach to easing the suffer- 
ing of foe Iraqi people unite- 
international sanctions, 
adding that Baghdad had no- 
thing to lose by accepting a 
partial lifting of the oQ 
embargo. 

The head of foe U.N. com- 
mittee overseeing Iraqi dis- 
armament, Rolf Ekeus, said 
Monday in Baghdad that 
doubts persisted over 
whether Iraq had completely 
dismantled its biological 
weapons programme. 

Mr. Ekeus is next sche- 
duled to report to the Secur- 
ity Council on his weapons 
monitoring programme in 
Iraq on April IQ. 

Mr. Ekeus said in Kuwait 
later Monday: 

“I can not say that our 
talks with Iraqi official failed 
completely. “We still have 
some problems with Iraq. I 
cannot say they are minor 
problems.” 

“I will inform the govern- 
ment of Kuwait about the 
general situation,” he added. 

“We are dealing with mass 
destruction weapons... which 
is an important matter to 
Iraq’s neighbour countries,” 
be added. 

But tiie Kuwait news agen- 
cy quoted Mr. Ekeus as 
saying that Iraq gave new 
complete information on its 
chemical weapons program- 
me which will be closely ex- 
amined and verified at U.N. 
headquarters in New York. 

Dining his three -day stay 
in Kuwait, Mr. Ekeus was to 
hold talks with foe emir. 
Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad AJ 
Sabah, as well as the crown 
prince, Saad A] Abdallah -A1 


Signs of dissent emerge 
in Turkey over Iraq push 


Hit movie on trial in Egypt 


ANKARA (AP) — The first 
signs of public dissent are 
emerging over Turkey’s mas- 
sive military offensive against 
Kurdish rebels in northern 
Iraq. 

A prominent jailed 
academic began a hunger 
strike on Monday and some 
are questioning foe heavy 
financial costs at a time of 
economic distress. 

With the operation a week 
old, Turks have been gener- 
ally supportive in a country 
where criticising foe military 
is taboo. Some 35,000 troops, 
mostly conscripts, have been 
poured inside northern Iraq. 
The military says 16 soldiers 
have died in foe latest cam- 
paign against the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK). 

Hal uk Geiger, a former 
professor of international re- 
lations, on Monday de- 
nounced the operation and 
began a 48-hour hunger 
strike. 

Mr. Geiger has become a 
symbol of opposition to Tur- 
key’s strict limits on freedom 
of speech. He was sentenced 
to 20 months in jail for quot- 
ing a pro-Kurdish poem in a 
telegram to leftist activists. 

“We appeal to KuTdish 
mothers and young men, who 
will be conscripted soon, to 


call for a bait to the operation 
in the name of peace,” Mr. 
Gerger told the Associated 
Press in a telephone call from 
prison. 

Military service, which 
runs up to 20 months, is 


compulrory and is usually 
considered a matter of hon- 
our. There are no pacifist or 
conscientious objector move- 
ments. 

There has been little cover- 
age of families of soldiers 
involved in the action, and 
only brief television news 
footage of military funerals 
for foe casualties. 

Reports say the initial cost 
of the operations will be at 
least $1.2 billion. 

“The government’s so- 
called ‘final blow to foe PKK' 
only hits our economy,” said 
Ahmet Altan, a columnist for 
the national daily MQhyeL 

Reflecting prevailing opin- 
ion, columnist Emin Colasan 
of the Huniyet daily coun- 
tered that foe money “is not 
being spent for pleasure. 
There’s a cost to defend your 
country.” 

Previous large-scale milit- 
ary operations have failed to 
end the rebel threat in 11 
years of the PKK’s separatist 
war, which has cost 15,000 
lives. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
judges have foe huge task 
Wednesday of deciding 
whether hit films must toe foe 
line of religious orthodoxy 
when they rule on a banned 
film by foe country’s best- 
known producer Yousef Sba- 

hin . 

“I have total confidence in 
the justice system of my 
country and I think I will win 
because nothing in my film 
The Emigre’ justifies a ban,” 
Mr. Shahm told AFP. 

But he faces the might of 
A1 Azhar, foe highest Sunni 
Muslim authority, which has 
backed an obscure pro- 
Islamist lawyer in his cam- 
paign against Mr. Shaiun’s 
latest film. 

The lawyer, Mohammad 
Abu AJ Fakl, won a case to 
get The Emigre’ banned and 
all copies withdrawn on De- 
cember 29- 

Mr. Abn AJ Faid based his 
complaint on a 1983 religious 
edict which prohibited the 
depicting of foe prophets. 

Mr. Shahin is now appeal- 
ing against the verdict in the 
hope of saving his film which 
was a box-office success be- 
fore foe ban, polling in 
750,000 spectators. 

“Even if the court over- 
turns the film ban, I remain 
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convinced that The Emigre’ 
attacks Islam and Egypt,” 
Mr. Abu Al Faid told AFP. 

The film, a joint French- 
Egyptiau production, is 
based on the story of the 
Prophet Joseph, son of 
Jacob. 

It tells the 3.000-year-old 
story of Ram who left foe 
arid land where he lived with 
his tribe for Pharaonic Egypt, 
a centre of civilisation at tbc 
time, to learn about agricul- 
ture. 

Mr. Abu Faid says Mr. 
Shahin has subverted the 
writing of the Koran to depict 
Joseph as a sensual person. 

The lawyer has also tried to 
add a political' dimension to 
foe controversy by involving 
Israel. Mr. Shahin has “in- 
sinuated in his film that the 
Hebrews bad the right to 
Egyptian land,” Mr. Abu Al 
Faid says. 

And he has accused the 
film producer of “drawing 
from the telling of the story in 
the Bible and not in the 
Koran,” pointing out that 
Mr. Shahin is a Christian who 
believes in the Bible. 

However, Mr. Shahin has 
come under attack from 
Christians too. A Coptic 
Christian lawyer, Husni Hum 
Abadir, launched a second 
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trial against the film in Febru- 
ary saying it “harms the 
Christian religion by chang- 
ing the facts described in foe 
Bible and giving them a spu- 
rious agnmcance.” . 

Gabriel Knri, the Egyptian 
co-producer of “The 
Emigre,” commented: “I 
laughed when I heard a Cop- 
tic lawyer had begun a second 
lot of proceedings. I think he 
just want to make the head- 
lines.” 

The second trial will be 
suspended when foe appeal 
court gives its verdict cm ■ 
Wednesday, he said. 

Mr. Shahin has the support 
of Egyptian secular intefleo- « 
tuals who are concerned ab- , 
out a rising tide of fun- 
damentalism in foe country 
and the “obscurantism” it . 
brings. j 

The film producer said last [ 
year that tire fundamentalists 
“want to create panic and if " 
we panic we will not be a We , k 
to work.” 

“If people try to prevent n 
me from thinking I win dn the 
opposite. My duty is continue 
whatever the price,” he said, ; 
recalling a militant attack ou 4 
Nobel prize- winning author - 
Naguib Mahfouz last Octo- 
ber. 


London) 

Amsterdam/ 
Athem( 


HIJAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

Dep. Asanas ... IMUsa nay Monday 
Att- D amon 50Op.n.cvay Monty 
DcpDreman 730ajiLewiySuty 
Ait. Ann .... 5:00 p.m.e»wyS«nty 

MARKET prices 

UppaAower price in 5b per kg. 
Apple 700/500 


Banana (Mokammar ) 620 

Cabbage 120/70 

Carrot 190/80 

Cauliflower 2X1 140 

150/100 

Cucumbers (small) 280/200 

Eggplant 200/ 160 

CESc 1200/800 

Green beats 220/150 

Lemon 380 / 230 

Mairow ftiigej 100/ 0) 

Marrow (smaH) 160 /SO 

Onion (green) 240/140 

Onion (dry) 32ff2» 

Orange 500/380 

Peas 550/400 

Pepper fbo«) 440/300 

Pepper (sweet) 300/ 200 

PWato 300/200 

Spinach 200/300 

String Beans 400/300 

Tomato 320/150 
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BSs Royal Highness Prince Abdullah Ben tore Habib Q 
A1 Hnsem, the Regent, Tuesday receives (Petra photo) 
Bahraini Minister of Trade and Agricnl- 


- ;'ri? Twi.-... 

..v^ail 

Qassem at tbe Royal Court 


Prince Abdullah receives 
visiting Bahraini minister 


• mb * 
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AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Abdallah Ben A1 Hussein, 
tbe Regent, Tuesday re- 
ceived at the Royal Court 
Bahraini Minister of Trade 
and Agriculture Habib 
Qassem, who is also chair- 
man of the Executive 
Council of the Arab Orga- 
nisation for Agricultural 
Development (AOAD) 
which opened its meetings 
in Amman Monday. 

Prince Abdullah said Jor- 
dan has always been sup- 
portive of any joint Arab 
action aiming to serve the 
interests of the'Arab na- 
tion. 

The Arab nation, he 
stressed, requires every 
possible effort to ensure its 
progress and achieve 
prosperity for its peoples, 
particularly at tbe present 
stage when changes are 
sweeping the world arena. 
Mr. Qassem on his part, Hnmkari 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and Jordan for hosting the 
council's meeting in Am- 
man and voiced pride in 
Jordan's pioneering role in j 
supporting joint-. Arab ac-": 
tion and solidarity. ** 

The meeting was 
attended by the King’s 
advisor Mohammad Rasoul 
Kilani, Agriculture Minis- 
ter Mansour Ben Tarif and 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Secretary General Ghaleb 
Abu Orabi. 

The AOAD Executive 
Council met for the second 
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.. Zarqa University 
• renamed 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
. Council of Higher Education 
has decided to take the ncces- 
sary legislative measures to 
change the name of Zarqa 
University to Hashemite Um- 
' - versity and thus change its 
law. University President 
Mohammad Hamdan Tues- 
.... day said. Dr. Hamdan said 
the university is expected to 
T - . admit first year students next 
J' ' V September in three faculties: 
Arts and sciences; adminis- 
.. trative sciences; and educa- 
: ’ tional sciences. 

- Tourism seminar 
targets Mideast 

AMMAN (Petra) — Repre- 
. - sentatives of 11 Arab coun- 
tries, in addition to the Un- 
, ited States, Japan, Russia, 
— ^ France, Canada, Switzer- 
land, Israel and the Euro- 
■; \. . pean Union met here Tues- 
1*5 1 day to discuss ways of 
.i advancing cooperation in 
AlL" tourism marketing, and in- 
vestments in the Middle East 
. and North Africa region. 
Taking part in the two-day 
1' workshop, sponsored by the 
: r ' Japanese government, are 
pgitfS delegates from Jordan, 
F ' Egypt, Palestine, Morocco, 

.. ■» '' Tunisia, Saudi Arabia, the 
_ t United Arab Emirates, 
Qatar, Oman and Yemen. 

! 194 exports 
-rise 16% 

> ■, \MMAN (Petra) — Jorda- 
tian exports to foreign mar- 
•j sets in 1994 totalled JD 712 
; niffion, reflecting an increase 
' rf 16 per cent over the pre- 
‘ ions year, sources at the 
:* Vmman Chamber of Industry 
today said. The sources 
’ vi aid the value of re-exported 
ommodities stood at more 
V :[ ban JD 200 milli on. They 
1 1 >. aid the Kingdom’s imports 
1 dropped by three per cent, j 


day Tuesday and discussed 
a proposal to start present- 
ing an annual award for 
Arab researchers in agri- 
culture and inigation- 
related fields. 

The proposal was refer- 
red to the organisation's 
general assembly to decide 
on the issue of its next 
meeting. 

Tbe council then discus- 


sed AOAD's 1994 financial 
and administrative reports 
presented by organisation 
Director General Yahya 
Bakkoor. 

The report stated that 
the organisation’s general 
assembly had decided to 
allocate $6,445,000 for the 
organisation’s budget this 
year and $6,560,550 for 
1996. 


‘Bahrain, UAE seek to 
advance ties with Jordan* 

AMMAN (Petra) — Bahraini Minister of Trade and 
Agriculture Habib Qassem Tuesday described Jordanian- 
Bahranri relations as strong and distinguished at all levels, 
particularly in economic fields. 

In an interview with the Jordan News Agency, Petra, on 
the sidelines of tbe Arab Organisation for Agricultural 
Development (AOAD) Executive Council meeting in 
Amman, Mr. Qassem said tbe trade exchange between the 
two countries was continuously growing and that it ranges 
between $27-30 million annually, with some years hitting 
the $35 million mark. 

He voiced hope that this cooperation will strengthen in 
tbe future, noting that there was a strong desire by the two 
sides to activate their joint efforts in economic and trade 
fields. 

He pointed out that tbe Jordanian-Bahraini joint com- 
mittee, will meet .soon tp discuss means of advancing ties. 

He underlined that officials and delegations from the two 
countries always . exchange visits and added that the 


country in April when the Jordanian products exhibition 
will be opened in Manama. 

Meanwhile, United Arab Emirates (UAE) Minister of 
Agriculture Saeed Raqbani, who is participating in the 
AOAD meetings, commended the pioneering agncuitural 
projects in Jordan and the use of modem irrigation 
technologies. Praising Jordanian-UAE ties, be said his 
country was keen to enhance bilateral ties in all fields. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Tbe following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins 
and tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify 
tbe listed time and place with tbe concerned institutions. 


i? Workshop to acquaint children with museums with Ms. 
Ndly Lama at Goethe-Institut (430 p .in. -7:30 pan.). 


☆Film entitled “Howards End*’ at file British Council at 
7:00 p.m. 

SECOND AMMAN DRAMA FESTIVAL 

'fr Two (days (in Arabic) entitled “Ghazir A1 Lefl” and 
“The Eyes of Marfa and Smdbad” respectively at 7:00 
p.m. and 8 JO p.m. at the Royal Cultural Cadre. 


☆ Lecture entitled “Les Minorites En Pays Mnstrimans, 
Identity Cultu relies et Relations Intercommn- 
nantaireg" by Madame Locate Valensi at tbe French 
Cuhnral Centre at 6:00 p.m. 

POETRY AND NOVEL RECITAL 

& Poetry redial by Iraqi poet Kazan AJ Kali* at Abdul 
H am M Shoman Foundation at 6:00 p.m. 

it Novel recital by novelist Hashem Ghandbeh at tbe 
Phoenb Gallery for Culture and Art at <fc00 p.m. 

CONCERT 

Concert by Mingo Saldivar and his band — Los 
Tremendos Cuafro Espadas (in a programme contain- 
ing a variety of country and Latin American music) on 
Thursday at Philadelphia Hotel at fcOO pan. 

EXHIBITIONS 

Exhibition of ofl [mfatingB by Hn mn,| d Chanto ut at tbe 
Balqa* Art Gallery, Fhfcds. 

-it. Exhibition of od paintings by Yousef Baddawi at Afia 
Art Gallery. 

☆. Exhibition of art by Ahmad AI Babfli and Mohammad 
AH at the Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art. 

4. Exhibition of books dealing with Arab and Islamic 
subjects at Institute Cervantes (the Spanish Cultural 
Centre. 

it Eriiifrf tinn of abstract art by ‘Alia* *Anunoura and ofl 
painting 8 by Snimnn ’Abbas at Orfali Art Gallery. 

☆ Exhibition of art by Rufat Shukairy at the French 
Culfmal Centre. 

it. Exhibition of women’s abstract artists entiled “The 
World Through the Eyes of Women” at Baladna Art 
GaDery. 


IAF calls on Algeria to release 
political detainees, launch dialogue 


By a Jordm Tmes Staff Reporter The army move sparked a 


AMMAN — The Islamic Ac- 
tion Front (IAF), which rep- 
resents Jordan’s mainstream 
Islamist movement, on Tues- 
day called on the Algerian 
authorities to release all poli- 
tical detainees and launch a 
national dialogue to settle tbe 
country’s two-year-old crisis. 

The IAF also offered its 
good offices to mediate 
among the conflicting parties 
in Algeria saying it was in the 
interests of the Arab and 
Islamic world to end the vio- 
lence in the North African 
country. 

Tbe front also called on the 
Algerian regime to accept the 
results of 1992 elections, 
which the Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) was poised to 
win, but were cancelled by 
the army. The FIS was subse- 
quendy outlawed and many 
of its supporters jailed. 


deep crisis in Algeria, with 
FIS supporters and members 
of other militant groups tak- 
ing up arms against the reg- 
ime. 

Up to 30.000 people, civi- 
lians, security forces and 
foreign residents, are be- 
lieved to have been slain in 
the violence since then. 

The IAFs call, contained 
in a two-page statement 
made available to tbe Jordan 
Times, came amid reports 
from Algeria that up to 800 
militants were killed in a mas- 
sive army operation against 
the dissident groups in the 
country. 

Tbe front’s statement also 
came one day after senior 
Algerian delegation repre- 
senting the National Tran- 
sitional Council, which acts 


a visit to Jordan seeking Am- 
man’s support for a national 
dialogue in the country. 

“What is happening in 
Algeria now benefits nobody 
but the enemies” of Islam, 
said tbe IAF statement. 
“Those who have scored vic- 
tories against the enemies 
also deserve victory against 
their own internal differ- 
ence,” it said vin what 
appeared to be a reference 
to a reported infighting 
among the various Mami e 
factions in Algeria. 

“We call upon everybody 
to shoulder their responsibil- 
ity in a framework of .... 
Arab and Islamic brother- 
hood,'’ said the statement. 

It denounced tbe army role 
in Algerian politics, saying 
tbe army’s responsibility was 
to protect the country from 
external threats and not to 
get involved in internal poli- 






Mmister of Water and Irrigation Saleh 
Irsheidat (right), French Ambassador to 
Jordan Bernard B^jolet (centre) and 


European Union Ambassador Yves Gazzo 
Tuesday discuss a planned water and 
tourism workshop (Petra photo) 


Water minister, European envoys 
discuss water, tourism workshops 


AMMAN (Petra) -r- Minister 
of Water and Irrigation Saleh 
Iisheidat Tuesday discussed 
with European Union (Elf) 
ambassador and head of EU 
delegation Yves Gazzo and 
French Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Bernard Bajolet the 
EUs contribution to financ- 
ing water and tourism pro- 
jects in Jordan. 

Dr. Irsheidat said an agree- 
ment was reached to hold a 


workshop^® May an. water 
and tourism in Jordan. 

He said representatives of 
the private sector in Europe 
and the Arab World will be 
invited to take part in the 
workshop. 

Dr. Iisheidat added that 
the EU agreed in principle to 
sponsor this workshop, which 
seeks to orient private sector 
representatives on invest- 
ment opportunities in Jor- 
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dan. it. 

In a statement to tbe Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, Dr. 
Irsheidat said France, which 
currently holds the presiden- 
cy of the EU, has agreed to 
contribute one third of the 
costs of installing a 60- 
kilometre water pipeline 
from Adassiyah to Deir Alla. 

The pipeline will cost JD 1 
million. Dr. Irsheidat said. 


‘Social development ministries, foreign 
voluntary societies should coordinate work* 


AMMAN (Petra) — Social 
Development Minister Salwa 
Damen-Masri Tuesday stres- 
sed the need for foreign 
voluntary societies operating 
in Jordan to present their 
animal budgets and plans to 
the ministry at the beginning 
of every year. 

At a meeting with officials 
from these societies, Ms. 
Damen-Masri also under- 
lined tbe importance of coor- 
dination between the minis- 
try and tbe societies in their 
activities and projects and 
called for activating agree- 
ments signed between them, 
urging the societies to fully 


adhere to them. 

She said any project or 
activity carried out by foreign 
societies should be approved 
beforehand by the ministry 
and that these projects be 
compatible with the goals of 
the societies. 

The minister also called for 
developing the traditional 
activities of these societies, 
urging them to focus on 
income-generating and de- 
velopment projects. 

Stressing that tbe ministry 
will support any feasible pro- 
ject or activity, she highlight- 
ed the importance of coordi- 
nating the activities of volun- 


tary societies and having 
them adhere to their annual 
plans and reports presented 
to the ministry to enable tbe 
concerned authorities to fol- 
low up and supervise these 
activities. 

Ms. Damen-Masri also cal- 
led for activating the role of a 
committee set np by the 
ministry and several societies 
to follow up these projects 
and to call for a meeting in 
the near future. 

The meeting was attended 
by representatives of eight 
foreign societies operating in 
the Kingdom. 


New Italian trade office works 
to promote joint ventures 


By Beatrix Immenkamp 

Special to Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In order to 
boost commercial ties between 
Jordan and Italy, the Italian 
Nation al Inst itute for Foreign 
Trade (UFT), also known as 
the Italian Trade Commis- 
sion (ICE), recently opened 
its first office in Jordan. 

A public agency operating 
in accordance with the Italian 
Ministry of Foreign Trade, 
ICE is primarily working to 
promote joint ventures be- 
tween businessmen from 
both countries. 

Samir Salameh, trade com- 
missioner and head of the 
local office, told the Joydan 
Times that rite commission's 
role in setting up joint ven- 
tures would not be confined 
to locating suitable partners 
in Italy, but also to help the 
venture approach financing 
schemes for the project itself. 

Two sources of financing 
for joint ventures abroad ex- 
ist in Italy, the European 
Community Investment 
Programme (EQP) and the 
SIMEST. 

According to Mr. Salameh, 
an essential component of a 
successful application for 


financial assistance for the 
joint venture is a very good 
and very detailed feaaWity 
study. 

In turn, acceptance of the 
project by one of the financ- 
ing schemes recognises the 
feasibility of the project, he 
added. 

Other objectives pursued 
by the ICE are acquainting 
the Italian import market 
with Jordanian goods as well 
as promoting Italian exports 
to Jordan. 

ICE disseminates informa- 
tion in Italy via a computer 
network, Telematex, and 
through its own weekly pub- 
lication, "Sistema Italia.” 

Assessing the progress 
which has been achieved 
since the ICE office was 
opened in December, Mr. 
Salameh said that while some 
joint ventures were already in 
the making, only one serious 
request for supplying the Ita- 
lian market with Jordanian 
products had come forward, 
namely for Dead Sea cosme- 
tic products. 

ICE organised a series of 
events during which partici- 
pants learned more about the 
ICE as well as Italy’s trade 
laws. 


In cooperation with the 
Association of Manufacturers 
of Textile Machines in Italy 
(ACTMIT), an eight-member 
delegation of Jordanian tex- 
tile manufacturers was sent 
by ICE to Italy late last year 
to assess the technology Italy 

could offer. 

At present, the Amman 
office is planning to commis- 
sion two studies, one on re- 
gional infrastructure and one 
on the potential of the 
Palestinian market for Ita- 
lians. 

. Tbe Amman office, a rep- 
resentative office of the 
ICE’S regional office in 
Beirut, was opened in re- 
sponse to a request by His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan during his visit 
to Italy in 1993. 

The office, which is tem- 
porarily housed in the Italian 
embassy in Amman, will be 
responsible for Jordan and 
the Palestinian self-rule areas 
in Gaza and Jericho. Other 
regional ICE offices are lo- 
cated in Saudi Arabia and Tel 
Aviv. The ICE has a total of 
81 offices worldwide, as well 
as 39 offices in the provinces 
of Italy. 


tics. 

The IAF said it was calling 
for a “general amnesty for all 
political prisoners,” particu- 
larly for jailed FIS leaders 
Abbas Madani and Ali 
Belhadj, and “an end to the 
campaig n of arrests and im- 
prisonment which will only 
result in negative consequ- 
ences.” 

Tbe front said tbe Algerian 
regime should, either, accept 
the results of the 1992 elec- 
tions or hold immediate new 
elections, “which are honest 
and free and in which people 
can have tbeir decisive choice 
of a government which repre- 
sent the people and will enjoy 
tbeir full confidence.” 

Tbe IAF statement ridi- 
culed elections results in 
some Arab countries, where 
“one candidate gets a prede- 
termined 99:999 per cent of 
the popular vote.” 


It said Algeria should be 
allowed to return to its place 
in the Arab and Islamic na- 
tion and “the nation’s upris- 
ing and in tbe continuing 
struggle...” 

“We have to respect the 
minds and kmls of our sons,” 
said the statement. 

“We also caution our 
brethren in Algeria of foreign 
interference, particularly 
from France ana the United 
States,” it added. 

The Jordanian party also 
offered its good offices to 
mediate die Algerian con- 
flict 

“We, as an Islamic party, 
are ready to do what we can 
to get Algeria out of this 
crisis through meetings 
among the conflicting parties 
and attempts to convince 
them to accept a settlement 
that will unite tbe people and 
not separate diem...” 


Arab-Israeli committee 
to resume discussions on 
displaced Palestinians 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An Arab- 
Israeli irahniral committee 
will meet on April 7 to 
resume discussions on tbe 
fete of Palestinians dis- 
placed in tbe 1967 war, 
sources said Tuesday amid 
reports that Israel has 
drawn up a paper that 
categorises the displaced 
into eight groups and esti- 
mating their number at 
500,000. 

TTie sources, who prefer- 
red anonymity, noted that 
the first meeting of the 
foreign ministers of Jordan, 
Egypt and Israel and a rep- 
resentative of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) in Amman on 
March 7 set up the technic- 
al committee which would 
discuss, the ^modalities and 
mecfi&njsnjs „fpr defining 

andrmscus&ing'therepatrrar - 

tion of the displaced., - •• 

“The technical commit- 
tee which represents all the 
four parties, wifi meet on 
April 7, but the venue for 
the meeting is not decided 
yet,” said one source. 

Dining the ministerial meet- 
ing in Amman in March, 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres declined to acknow- 
ledge tbe right of the displaced 
to return to their homeland 
and spoke in general terms 
which shifted the responsibSity 
for tbe displaced from Israel to 
tbe international community. 

The Arab sides to the meet- 
ing described the outcome of 
the meeting as disappointing. 

Meanwhile, a report carried 
in the local press said Israel 
had presented a paper, pre- 
pared by former mnitaiy in- 
telligence chief Shlomit Gazit, 
that categorised the displaced 
into four groups. 

Tbe first four groups which 
are eligible for repatriation, 
according to the report, are: 

— Palestinians who were 
staying outside tbe occupied 
territories but were permanent 
residents of tbe West Bank and 
Gaza Scrip. This would include 
those who were working out- 
side their homeland. 

— Palestinians who left the 
territories with tbe Jordanian 
army in the 1967 war. 

— Palestinians who had per- 
mits to enter the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip but who de- 
cided not to go back. 

— Palestinians who left in the 
second half of 1967 — after the 
war — to join family members 
outside (who might have Bed 
during die war). 

The four other groups. 


according to the report, are: 

— Palestinians who were ex- 
pelled from the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip with a “security 
record” for anti-Israeli activi- 
ties. 

— Palestinians displaced 
from East Jerusalem. 

— Palestinians displaced 
during or after the war but 
whose homes are now occu- 
pied by settlers. 

— Palestinians who lost 
tbeir homes in Palestine when 
the state of Israel was created 
in 1948 and moved to the West 
Bank and Gaza but were dis- 
placed again in the 1967 war. 

According to the report, the 
paper was prepared by Mr. 
Gazit, a former Israeli army 
intelligence chief. The report 
said the paper was signed by 
the Israeli side to the technical 
committee. 

The report also said that 
Israel baa indicated that the 
fete of the three groups in the 
second category could be sub- 
ject to negotiation but there 
cannot he any .repatriation of 
those in fee first group of fee 
. second category ■ — those ex- 
pelled ’ for anti-Israeli activi- 
ties. 

According to sources quoted 
in tbe report, Israel estimated 
the number of displaced — a0 
groups included — at 500,000 
compared with the Arab 
estimation of nearly 800,000 
and all of them entitled to 
return home under the Dec- 
laration of Principles signed by 
the PLO and Israel in Septem- 
ber 1993. 

The fete of refugees from 
the 1948 war will be discussed 
at a later stage. 

Tbe sources reportedly said 
that Israel was suggesting a 
mechanism feat would ensure 
the “gradual” return of the 
displaced in accordance wife a 
“timetable at a rate of 4,000 
per year in an orderly manner 
that does not adversely affect 
the security of Israel. 

Omar Al Khatib, the acting 
Palestinian ambassador to Jor- 
dan, said fee Arab list includes 
all Palestinians displaced from 
tbeir homeland and that the 
Arabs insist that Israel respect 
the right of aB of them to be 
repaniated regardless of any 
consideration. 

Mr. Khatib also said that 
priority should be given to 
those who were living in the 
occupied territories after tbe 
196T war but were stuck out- 
side while tbeir permits ex- 
pired. Jordanian officials esti- 
mate their number at between 
55,000 and 85,000. 

Mr. Khatib also rejected the 
yearly 4,000 figure reportedly 
suggested by Israel and said 
this should depend on the eco- 
nomic situation of the occu- 
pied territories. 
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Forrest Gump dominates awards with 6 Oscars 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
Forrest Gump, the story of 
an Alabama simpleton whose 
optimism propels him to 
fame and fortune, dominated 
the Oscars Monday, with six 
awards including best film, 
best actor and best director. 

The film earned back-to- 
back Oscars for Tom Hanks 
— putting the 38-year-old in 
an elite crowd with five other 
acton — and gave blockbus- 
ter king Robert Zemeckis his 
first Oscar for best director in 
an evening that yielded few 
surprises. 

The 67th annual Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences presentation hand- 
ed veteran stars Jessica 
Lange and Dianne Wiest 
their second Oscars. Lange 
was honoured for best actress 
while Wiest took home the 
Academy Award for best 
supporting actress. 

Martin Landau won best 
supporting actor, his first in a 
lengthy career. 

The awards proceeded as 
expected with hundreds of 
women wearing some of the 
nation's most glittering finery 
and tuxedo-clad men looking 
on at the Shrine Auditorium 
here. 

More than one billion peo- 
ple in over 100 countries 
tuned into the four-hour 
broadcast. 

The results disappointed 
critics and fans who had 
hoped for last-minute salva- 
tion for dark horses such as 
Pulp Fiction, which entered 
the competition with seven 
nominations but left with 
only one for best screenplay. 

Tales of underdogs coming 


out on top — one of Holly- 
wood’s favourite 


plots — 
proved hard to come by Mon- 
day as events unfolded. 

Gump was a smash from 
the beginning with audiences 
and critics embracing it with 
abandon, eating up the 
syrupy-sweet optimism that 
its lead character thrived on. 
It entered the contest with 13 
nominations. 

“I would like to thank mo- 
tion picture audiences all 
around the world. In historic 
numbers you have embraced 
a film that at its heart offers a 
human, fife-affirming, hope- 
ful story,” Director Robert 
Zemeckis said as he accepted 


his Oscar. 

Gump has earned nearly 
$600 million worldwide, re- 
Hanks and 
roughly &5 million 

each. 

Gump stumbles through 
life comforted by such 
motherly platitudes as: 
“Life’s like a box of choco- 
lates, you never know what 
you’rt going to get." 

The dim-witted by emerges 

as a star athlete who goes on 
to win a football cham- 
pionship and meet President 
John Kennedy through a 
computer-generated ex- 
change melding footage of 
Kennedy with images of 
Hanks. 

Hollywood’s nod to Lange, 
45, for her performance in 
Blue Sky as a woman who 
falls prey to child-like emo- 
tions to act out her frustra- 
tions, cements her claim to 
fame as one of Hollywood’s 
heavy hitters. Blue Sky won 
even though it sat on a shelf 
for four years after the com- 
pany that made it, Orion, 
folded. 

Lange's career bloomed in 
the 1980s. She won an Oscar 
for her role in Tootrie (1982), 
the comic story cf = male 
actor (Dustin Hoffman) who 
dresses in drag in order to get 
an acting job. 

Wiest, 46, played the com- 
ically aging, egocentric 1920’s 
diva in Woody Allen's Bal- 
lets Over Broadway. 

Wiest’s win was expected 
since she look home the Los 
Angeles Film Critics Award, 
die New York Film Critics 
Award, and the National 
Society of Film Critics 
Award, sup- 

porting actress. She also won 
a Golden Globe. 

Wiest’s last Oscar victory 
came in 1986 with die best 
supporting actress award for 
Hannah And Her Sisters, 
another Woody Allen pro- 
ject 

The award for the 66-year- 
old Landau for best support- 
ing actor in Ed Wood capped 
nearly 40 years of stage, 
screen and television acting. 
His performance was the sav- 
that put the box 
bomb on the critics' 


home, were able to glean 
some Hollywood joy with 
their winning entry Burnt By 
The Sun, taking the best fore- 
ign language film Oscar. 

As for the show itself, host 
David Letterman’s remarks 
about how long and boring it 
was rebounded bitterly when 
his own jokes fell flat. The 
saving grace was a manic dog 
that chased its tale frenetical- 
ly whenever anybody clap- 
ped. 

It was the only real surprise 
of the evening. 

"I feel as though I’m stand- 
ing on magic legs in a special 
effects -process; that is too 
unbelievable to ima gin e and 
far too costly to make a real- 
ity,” an emotional Hanks 
told the cheering audience in 
his acceptance speech. 

“Believe me, the power 
and the pleasure ana the 
emotion of this moment is a 
constant the speed of fight,” 
Hanks said, tears welling in 
his eyes. “It will never be 
diminished, nor will my 



between two simple woi 
that I can only offer you here: 
thank you.” 


Academy Award winners, from left, Martin Landau, best 
supporting actor; Dianne Wiest, best su ppo r ti ng actress; 
Jessica Lange, best actress, and Tom Hanks, best actor, bold 


the Oscars they won at the 67tfa annual Academy Awards hi Los 
Angeles (AFP photo) 


Blue Sky took an unlikely 
path to the 


Oscars: It was 
shelved for three years be- 
cause of studio financial trou- 
bles; its director, Tony 
Richardson, died before it 
was released, and it was a 
box-office flop despite good 
reviews. 

“This is such a wonderful 
honour, especially for a little 
film that seemed to have no 
future,” said Lange. 

Just as Gump was favoured 
for the top awards, Lange, 
Landau and Wiest all had 
been expected to win in their 
categories. Landau was the 
only first-time winner in an 


acting category. 

“God, what a night, what a 


in 


map. 

Even the Russians, who 
face tumultuous times at 


life, what a moment, what 
everything” a teary-eyed 
Landau exclaimed, be thank- 
ed director Tim Burton for 
giving him “tire part of my 
fife” in the quirky film about 
Wood, a 1950’s movie ranked 
affectionately by some as the 
worst director of all time. 

For Wiest, it was the 
second supporting award. 
She hurried exuberantly to 
the podium and announced, 
as she _began reading, hpr 


acceptance speech: “This is 
as surprising and marvelous 
as it was the first time, 
although this time I need 
glasses.” 

Technical awards were 
spread over an unusually 
wide field. The Adventures 
Of Priscilla, Queen Of The 
Desert took the Oscar for 
costume design, Ed Wood for 
makeup. Speed for sound 
effects editing and sound. 
Legends Of The Fall for cine- 
matography and The Mad- 
ness Of King George for art 
direction. 

Disney’s The Lion King 
won best original score and 
the animated film's Can Yon 
Feel The Love Tonight? by 
Elton John and Tim Rice was 
named best song. 

The theme of this year’s 
Academy Awards was “com- 
edy and the movies,” because 
as show producer Gfl Cates 
put it, “we can all use a good 
laugh... the world news has 
provided few amusements.” 

Some awards were 
announced in advance: Ita- 
lian filmmaker Michelangelo 
Antonioni received an hon- 
ourary Oscar for lifetime 
achievement. Clint Eastwood 
was presented the frying G. 



Director Robert Zem e cki s (left) holds the 
Oscar he won as best director Cor tbe <l»m 
Forrest G*wp as be poses with Steven Spiel- 
berg, who presented tbe award to Zemeckis at 


tbe 67th annual Academy Awards in Los 
Angeles 27 March. Forrest Granp won six 
Oscars, incfafUng best ptefore, best actor, and 
best director (AFP photo) 


Thalberg Award for consis- 
tently high quality of motion 


picture production, and 
Quincy 


Jones .received tbe 


Jean Hersholt Humanitarian 
Award. 


Clinton 
embarks 
on longest 
trip of 
the year 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton 
embarks Tuesday on bis 
longest trip of the year to 
date, a week-long jaunt to 
talk about economics, greet 
U.S. troops in Haiti, and visit 
with friends back home in 
Arkansas. 

Mr. Clinton was to depart 
in late afternoon for Atlanta, 
where he will make evening 
remarks to the Atlanta Com- 
mittee on Olympic Games 
that is preparing for the 1996 
summer Olympics. 

Joined by Vice President 
Al Gore and other top admi- 
nistration officials, he is to 


Conference, a seven-hour 
alkfest at Emory University 
bat the White House hopes 
vill show Mr. Clinton in a 
favourable light in the south, 
where he is unpopular de- 
spite his Arkansas roots. 

The conference, similar to 
)ne Mr. Clinton held in Little 
&ock, Arkansas, after he was 
dected ■ president but before 
ie took office, is to review 
he ' regional economy, ex- 
unine strains on working 
families, take a look at in- 
novations in education and 
Draining and ways to invest in 
sustained growth and high- 
wage jobs. 

ft is to be the first of four 
jach conferences the White 
House will stage across the 
country as the president 
heads into his 1996 re- 
election campaign. 


Mrs Clinton visits Mother 


Teresa’s orphanage school 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — U.S. 
First Lady Hillary Clinton 
cuddled babies and sang with 
children at Mother Teresa’s 
orphanage Tuesday on the 


issues, kissed and cuddled 
babies, lifted boys and girls in 
her arms and sang along with 
some children. 


first day of a visit she said 
would build ties of 


“friendship and partnership” 
with India. 

Mrs. Clinton, who arrived 
Jiere from Pakistan on the 
second leg of a 12-day South 
Asian tour, spent some 40 
minutes at the suburban 
orphanage and announced 
that she would donate around 
20 beds to the well-kept 
home. 


‘They are all very beauti- 
ful children,” the wife of 


President Bill Clinton said 
after being draped with gar- 
lands of pink flowers by two 
girls. “It is very nice and* 
beautiful. So peaceful.” 

■ Mrs. Clinton, who is 
known for her concern for * 
women’s and children’s 


She walked around the 
complex slowly despite 
urgings by aides to hurry up, 
repeatedly folding her hands 
in greeting to the sisters of- 
Mother Teresa's Missionaries 
of Charity who run the 35- 
year-old orphanage, home to 
164 children, mostly under 
two years of age. 

Mrs. Clinton, who was 
accompanied by her daughter 
Chelsea and a 15-member de- 
legation, praised the work 
done by Calcutta-based 
Nobel Peace laureate Mother 
Teresa and the oiphanage. 

Sister Joann, the senior 
official at the orphanage, said 
Mother Teresa had wanted to 


speak to Mr .Clinton by tele- 
phone 


phone from Calcutta but mis- 
sed her by a few minutes. 


Murdered maid’s body exhumed in Philippine probe 


MANILA (R) — The Philip- 
pines exhumed tbe corpse of 
a murder victim Tuesday in a 
macabre twist to a dispute 
with Singapore over the ex- 
ecution of a Fflipina maid. 

President Fidel Ramos said 
public anger over the affair 
had put his own neck on the 
line. 

Tbe body of Delia Maga, 
to whose murder execu te d 


maid Flor Contemplation 
had confessed, was dug up at 
a cemetery in her borne town 
of Victoria, 70 kilometres 
south of Manila. 

About 100 people gathered 
around the grave, in contrast 
to tbe thousands who showed 
up Sunday to give Contem- 
plation a martyr’s funeral in 
tiie town of San Pablo, just 30 
kilometres from Victoria. 


National Bureau or inves- 
tigation (NBI) agents probed 
tbe skeletal remains with 
sticks and took a set of de- 
ntures. witnesses told Reu- 
ters. 

Contemplation, a 42r-year- 
old mother of four, was 
hanged in Singapore on 
March 17 after confessing to 
killing Maga and a three- 
year-old Singaporean boy. 


Hie execution provoked a 
diplomatic rift between the 


diplomatic nit between ine 
Philippines and Singapore af- 
ter the island republic re- 


reput 

jected impassioned Philip- 
pine appeals for a postpone- 
ment. 

Despite her confessions, 
many Filipinos believe Con- 
templation was innocent and 
Mr. Ramos has ordered an 
inquiry into the case. 


Italy police probe business motive in Gucci death 


MILAN (R) — Investigators 
said Tuesday business deals 
may have been behind the 
murder of Maurizio Gucci, 
the former head of Italy’s 
Gucci fashion dynasty. 

They are trying to establish 
a motive in the killing of 
Gucci, 45, shot dead outside 
his office in Milan Monday by 
a well-dressed assassin who 
fled by car. 

Public prosecutor Carlo 


Nocerino, who heads tbe in- 
quiry, said he also expected 
to travel to Switzerland, 
where Mr. Gucci was official- 
ly resident, to pursue his in- 
vestigations. 

Police believe the gunman, 
who was in his 3 Os or 40s, 
used a pistol fitted with a 
silencer. 

“We are following every 
trail but tbe one which seems 
more probably is the trail 


linked to the victim’s business 
affairs. For that reason I aJso 
intend to go to Switzerland to 
carry out investigations,” Mr. 
Nocerino told reporters. 

Police Tuesday said they 
bad developed a first identi- 
kit picture of the killer but 
needed to interview more 
witnesses. 

They will include a guard 
at the building, Giuseppe 
Onorato. who is recovering 


in hospital from a bullet 
wound to the shoulder. Mr. 
Gucci's first wife. Patrizia, 
has also been interviewed, 
police said. 

Mr. Gucci sold his 50 per 
cent stake in the family busi- 
ness for a reported $150 mil- 
lion to $200 million in 1993 to 
the Arab investment bank 
Investcorp, which bad bought 
out the half share held by his 
three cousins in 1987. 


Clark attacks Kaelin; suggests Simpson 
fought with ex-wife day of murders 


Mr. Clinton is to make a 
campaign-style sweep 
through Florida Thursday — 
speaking to a joint session of 
the Florida legislature in the 
state capital of Tallahassee, 
then moving on to Tampa for 
an event, then on to West 
Palm Beach for the night. 

The president fli« to. Haiti 
Friday morning tonddebrate 
what has been a foreign poli- 
cy success — the U.S. 
occupation of the tiny Carib- 
bean nation to put back in 
power elected President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide and 
plans to turn over peacekeep- 
ing to a U.N. force. 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Reprimanded by the judge 
for asking one inflammatory 
question, prosecutor Marcia 
Clark quickly popped 
another one Monday, asking 
whether O.J. Simpson 
argued with his ex-wife by 
phdne the day she and a 
friend were murdered. 

Simpson’s former house- 
guest, Brian “kato" Kaelin, 
insisted in his fourth day on 
the witness stand that be 
knew nothing about such a 
phone conversation between 
the Simpsons 
' 'M r. Kaelin acknowlec 
Simpson was “upset” wf 
he arrived home from a 
dance recital by his daughter, 


Sydney, the evening of June 
12. Bui 


But under Ms. Claims 
item questioning, Mr. Kaelin 
had a difficult time explain- 
ing, in his words, tbe degree 
of ’ ‘upsetness.” 

Asked by one of Simpson's 
lawyers to give jurors a better 
idea of Simpson's demeanor 
that evening, Mr, Kaelin, an 
aspiring actor, tried to play 



iinSpsoh, 
saying “Nicole didn’t let me 
see Sydney. I want to see my 
daughter. Oh, boy." 

He spoke in a soft voice 
that he said reflected Simp- 
son's demeanor. “The def 
of upset, it’s such a 


thing,” Mr. Kaelin ex- 
plained. 

Ms., Clark apparently star- 
tied the defence and Mr. 
Kaelin with the question ab- 
out a cellular phone con- 
versation she suggested 
occurred while Simpson was 
at the Riviera Country Chib 
the morning before the mur- 
ders. 

Ms. Clark offered no evi- 
dence such a conversation 
had taken place and die de- 
fence objected to the ques- 
tion, setting off one of many 
long conferences at the 
judge's bench. 

“Isn’t it true, Mr. Kaelin, 
that Mr. Simpson fold you 
- he'd had a conversation with 
Nicole on his cell phone while 
he was at die Riviera Country 
Club in which he had had au 
argument with her?” Ms. 
Clark asked. 

“No,” Mr. Kaelin replied. 

After tbe bench confer- 
ence, Ms. Clark posed her 
question about the phone 
conversation again, in two 
different phrasings, but 
raised no objections from tbe 
defence. 

Mr. Kaelin was fold to 
retain Tuesday after his testi- 
mony was abbreviated by a 
bomb threat and a shortened 
court day. Court was reces- 
sed early so a juror, accom- 
panied by a guard, could 
attend a funeral. 


Prosecutors used the testi- 
mony of the reluctant Mr. 
Kaelin to frame a timeline for 
murder. But after they eli- 
cited what they needed last 
week, they went on the 
attack, suggesting Mr. Kaelin 
was trying to help protect 
Simpscm against charges that 
be killed Ms. Simpson and 
her friend. 

At the start of the court 
day, Ms. dark drew a sanc- 
tion for an improper question 
asked lasTTbursday, m which 
she suggested Mr. Kaelin 
knew that a maid had opened 
a door for Simpson to beat 
his wife in 1989, three years 
before Mr. Kaelin met the 
Simpsons. 

Superior Court Judge 
Lance Ito told jurors Monday 
that a lawyer may not ask a 
witness questions without “a 
good faith” belief that tbe 
witness has the information 
sought. “You should not 
assume to be true any im- 
plication given by the ques- 
tion,” the judge said. 

Undeterred, Ms. Clark im- 
mediately tried again to raise 
the relationship between Ms. 
Simpson and the former 
Simpson maid, Michelle 
Abudrahm, but the judge 
sustained a flurry of objec- 
tions. Tbe only statement by 
Mr. Kaelin he allowed was 
that the two women “didn’t 
like each other.” 



OJ. Simpson stands op to leave the courtroom 
In Los Angeles as Judge Lance Ito caDed an 
early recess as a result of a telephoned bomb 


threat. Behind Simpson is Deputy Sheriff Guy 
Magnen (AFP photo) 


Ms. Clark, whose anger 
with her own witness was 
obvious from the outset, 
sought Monday to have Mr. 
Kaelin declared a hostile wit- 
ness. The judge did not 
announce a decision in court, 
but UCLA law Professor Pe- 
ter Arenella said it was ob- 
vious he granted Ms. Clark’s 
request because she was 
allowed to ask more leading 
questions and the defence 
stopped objecting to them. 


filed Monday by a prosecu- 
la\ 


ton DNA lawyer indicated 
that the vitriol being ex- 
changed by opposing lawyers 
may merely foreshadow an 
even nastier battle. 


puiyuierase chain reaction 
Pjxx»ss used in testing many 
D samples, are irrelevant. 
J® has suggested 


Deputy District Attorney 
Rockne Hannon threatened 
to launch a personal attack 
on a prominent scientist if the 
defence calls him as witness. 


. * “r oas suggested 
that Dr. MulEs will sayfre has 
reservations about the fore- 
nsic annlUfl, - 


tuAjui me iore- 
nac applications of DNA 
testing in criminal cases. 
Mr- Harmon said the pro- 


Meanwhile, legal papers 


Mr. Harmon said the opin- 
ions of Dr. Kaiy Muflis, who 
received the Nobel Prize for 
Chemistry for conceiving the 



user-abuser, a ialst wnic0 
freely admits” and would 
show that he believes the 
HiV v?ms doss not cause 


Michael Jackson 
to play at Seoul 
Olympic Stadium 


SEOUL (AFP) — Pop sm*. 
star Michael Jackson ts » 
pected to play two dates » 
the 70,000-seat Olympic Sfo. 
dimn here in October tor to. 
first performances ever j» 
South Korea, a local pron^. 
ter said Tuesday. The 
Taewon Arts Co. said it ^ 
obtained government 

approval for the conceits 
part of an Asian tour to 
promote Jackson’s ae« 
album Story Book. No 
dates have been set Jackson 
had been scheduled to play q 
S outh Korea last year as pan 
of his Dangerous album tour 
which was cut short became 
of a scandal in tbe United 
States over allegations of 
child abuse. At that tone 
South Korea banned his ea- ! 
try, citing adverse effects oo 
the country’s youth and o&, 
cero among parents over his 
“decadent” songs. The 
Yonhap News Agency said 
Jackson was expected to be 
paid about S2 million for ho 
two performances in Send, 
but spokesmen for the prom- 
oters could not immediately 
confirm the report. 
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Joan Chen goes 
into the perfum 
business 
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HONG KONG (AFP) - 
Joan Chen, star of Osia 
award winning film The Last 
Emperor has become the 
latest Hollywood star to try 
her luck in the perfume busi- 
ness, a report said Monday. 

Her perfume is called Xiao 
Hua (Little Flower) the tide 
of the first movie, made in 
China in 1978, in which she 
had a starring role. But the 
Chinese actress told the semi- 
official China News Service, 
that her first business ven- 
ture, launched at the 
weekend in Beijing, was “still 
a long way from being profit- 
able.” Chen, who recently 
won Taipei’s Golden Hone 
Award for best actipss in tbe 
film Red Rose, White’ Rose, 
was on hand for the first sales 
at a Beijing department 
store. The Hollywood per- 
fume market has become 
crowded over tbe years. Eli- 
zabeth Taylor, Joan Coffins, 
Sophia Loren and Cher have^iJP— 
afl launched their own scents 
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UFO buffo 
to see film of 
dead alien 
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LONDON (AFP) — A' pre- 
viously top secret film {ex- 
porting to show U.S. saeo-; 
fists doing an autopsy on an; 
alien .creature nearly 50 years 
ago will be shown in August 
at a UFO, conference, spon- 
sors of the event said Sunday.- 
U.S. Air Force officials shot 
the 91-minute film in 1947 in 
the New Mexico desert after, 
a flying saucer crashed, said 
Philip Mantle of the British 
UFO (Unidentified Flying 
Object) Research Associa- 
tion. A former U.S. mffitary 
photographer, now 82, made . 
a copy of tbe film and gave it ; 
to a British documentary"; 
filmmaker he met in the Un*f 
ited States, Mantle said. At' 1 
one point the film shows U.S.'; 
scientists performing an auto-' 
psy on a “dead alien”, Man-*' 
tie said. Other footage in tbe . 
black-and-white, 16-mm film"' 
shows the wreckage of the'" 
flying saucer. The screening^ 1 
is scheduled for August at"; 

Sheffield University in north-", h - 7. *•. 
era England during a two-day; : -= ■ 

conference on UFO buffi- 
“We have already had the., 
film checked out by Kodak*: 
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the university,” Mantle said." 

“This film has never had a_ r.r.- v 

public screening before in the”' 
world and is already creating j 1 • " -■ -- 
intense interest.'’ 


Rich woman 
seeks sperm 
of brainy man 


rich, 

has 


TAIPEI (AFP) — A 
Taiwanese woman 
offered two million Taiwan,, 
dollars ($76,000) for sperm 
she can keep the famil y fine... 
going, the United Daily News . 
reported Monday. The 29-" 
y ear-old woman, identified 
only by her last nameCbefi.,- 
told doctors at ChungH, south 
of Taipei, she had failed® 
get pregnant during three 
years of married life because 
of her husband’s insufficient 
sperm, the paper said. S* 
said pressure was mounting 
because there had to be * 
child to inherit the famiy. 
fortune and carry the blood* 
line, as her husband was the 
only son of a wealthy fanuty- 
Chen was looking for the 
sperm of a man with . a docto- 
rate or master’s degree, “h* 
a decent job and carries 
blood type B”, according ® 
the paper. 
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-■ ^v.jtvto' soldier patrols Ac centre of Grozny, as a yotrag 
-v* On *** 1 boy pafis Us hrinaghgu. Thoasands of people are 
"■ rtwnfrt to the capital which is a scene of almost total 
destruction foBowiag the mon t hs-long assault by Rmtas 


Russians hammer Chechen stronghold of Shali 


SERZHEN YURT, Russia 
JOart Ch (AFP) — Russian forces 
„ ■ n 6llBs attacked the Chechen separ- 
‘■O the no-T arist stronghold of Shali and 
Ousinpicr^ surrounding villages with 
CJ>8 warplanes, helicopters and 
v heavy guns Tuesday. 

v .• A 30-minute air raid by at 


least three jets followed an 
assault on the area by heli- 
copter gnnships and tanks 
and nightlong artillery ex- 


UF C buffs 
to seefilr: 
dead a!ie p 


- However, there had been 
no major changes in either 
Chechen or Russian posi- 
: dons, said Rustam Idrisov, a 

• ; filter just out of Shah. 

The planes dived about 20 
■7; times from high altitude, 
•,' 7 / dropping bombs, firing bar- 
• '/ rages of rockets and opening 
,7~ up with heavy machinegtms 
; before peeling back up into 
the sky. 

There were occasional 
'/• bursts of ineffectual return 
-» fire by Chechen independ- 

* eace fighters armed with 
automatic rifles. 

The raid was aimed at Shah 

- and the nearby villages of 

- - Gennenchuk and Avtury. 
^ The outskirts of Serzhen 
: , Yurt, which lies on the heavi- 

ly travelled mainroadJeading 
~. v r ? in to- the Caucasus Mountains, 
were also hit. 

After the raid, smoke 
could also be seen coming out 
of a v illage near the frontline 
just west of Shah , where Rus- 
sian tanks are massed. 

Three hours later, sa war- 
planes rinded high over the 
area and. a village meeting, 
held to deride whether or not 
to resist the approaching 
Russians, had to be aban- 
• • doned. 

The planes then flew west 
. and distant explosions could 
-i be beard. 

Earlier Tuesday, there was 
a heavy engagement between 


the two rides’ big guns. 

Russian tank shells ex- 
ploded every few minutes 
among buildings on the edge 
of Shali and along the road 
finking Shali to Avtury, send- 
ing up clouds of dart and 
rubble. 

Chechen forces fired on 
Russian positions with rock- 
ets and artillery from hills 
around Serzhen Yurt. 

Three Russian helicopters 
rircled north of Shali, firing 
rockets and machinegtioning 
the outskirts of the town and 
Gennenchnk and Avhuy. 

The yellow flashes of 
Chechen return fire at the 
helicopters could be seen 
coming out of Shali. 

Lengthy exchanges of 
machinegun fire between 
ground positions could also 
be heard just north of Shali, 
where Russian tanks are also 
positioned. 

The Russian offensive fol- 
lowed a night of almost un- 
broken artillery duels around 
Shali, which the separatists 
have declared the tocos of 
their resistance to Russian 
rule. 

“They’re worse than the 
fascists. They’ll loll us all, 
they’re trying to wipe us 
out,” said Yussup Alqnadov, 
Groundling in an earth dug- 
out at the end of his garden m 
Serzhen Yurt during the air 
raid. 

“How can these damned 
pilots sleep at night, do they 
have children, do they have 
wives, are they human?” he 
asked. 

The bombing and shelling 
signalled a major effort to 
crush resistance in Shali, 
which Chechen commander 
in chief Aslan Maskhadov 
. has vowed to defend. 

Once Shali becomes unten- 
able, as even Chechen com- 


manders admit it will, the 
separatists will retreat to the 
mountains to fight a purely 
guerrilla war. 

Idrisov, a 20-year-old 
member of die separatists’ 
elite Abkhazia Battalion, de- 
scribed the futility of holding 
out against the massive Rus- 
sian firepower positioned in a 
semi- circle around Shali. 

“Last night I lay in a hole 
in the ground like a rat. What 
else could I do? I want to 
live. This automatic (rifle) is 
almost useless. There are no 
people to fight out there, 
only machine s,” he said. 

“All you get is boom, 
boom and three or four of the 
people near yon disappear. 
There’s just bits of their clo- 
thing, or their legs have 
gone,” be said. 

“In Shali, there’s nothing 
to eat, nothing to drink, look 
how thin I am,” he said. 

“We’ll have to go to the 
mountains, that will be much 
better for us,” be said. 

As a plane flew over, the 
said, “no problem, Allah is 
with us.” 

Mr. Maskhadov said his 
men could make the war a 
“nightmare” for the Russians 
in the Caucasus. 

But thousands of refugees, 
from Shah and other places, 
are crammed into small 

mountain villag es and the 
Russian Air Force has shown 
itself dearly willing to bomb 
civilians. 

On Monday, Russian jets 
made a coordinated and mas- 
sive attack on at least four 
refugee camps in Serzhen 
Yurt and further south. The 
raids, in which planes 
bombed, fired rockets and 
strafed, killed at least nine 
refugees and wounded 23. 

There were no signs of 
Chechen military activity at 


any of the camps, where 
more than 1,600 refugees 
were sheltering from the war. 

Tens of thousands of Rus- 
sian troops poured into 
Chechenya on Dec. 11 to 
crush President Dzhokhar 
Dudayev’s unilateral declara- 
tion of independence from 
die Russian Federation. 

The Russian defence 
minister expected a quick vic- 
tory, but despite an over- 
whelming advantage in terms 
of weapons, his men have 
met fierce resistance at every 
village and town. 

The commander of Rus- 
sian troops in Chechenya said 
Tuesday be would not hold 
ceasefire talks with rebels un- 
less they laid down their arms 
and disbanded, Interfax 
News Agency said. 

It quoted Colonel-General 
Anatoly Kulikov as saying at 
campaign headquarters in 
Mozdok, just north of 
Chechenya, that Russian 
troops were continuing to 
break up rebel forcrs.. 

He said the rebels had lost 
most of their heavy weapons, 
their command structure had 
been disrupted and their re- 
serves were dwindling. 

But the Russian - agency 
also quoted an unnamed 
high-ranking military source 
as saying Chechen forces 
were still holding out in the 
west of the rebel stronghold 
of Gudermes, about 45 
kilometres east of the region- 
al capital Grozny. 

“Tne north and the south 
of the town is virtually com- 
pletely blockaded, but from 
the western side the mili ta n ts 
are resisting fiercely,” it 
quoted the source as saying. 

Russian forces planned to 
encircle Gudermes com- 
pletely. “in the next few 
days,” the source was quoted 
as saying. 


Japan police search mystery cult for bodies 


• • KAMKU ISSHJLKi, Japan 
- (R) — Japanese police pene- 

- --■ trated deeper into the labyr- 
inthine complex of a dooms- 
: day cult Tuesday in search of 
corpses and evidence that the 
sect was makin g nerve gas. 

They were also reported by 
the Yomhiri newspaper to 
•; have tracked down a prime 
suspect in last week's sarin 
7-: * nerve gas attacks on Tokyo’s 
subway, who was receiving 
~ treatment in a Tokyo hospital 
' 7 - .- after exposure to the gas. 

“The Aum Shinn Kyo 

■ (Supreme Truth Sect) has no- 

■ thing to do with religion and 
'. .*.■ it won’t be long before we 

start finding bodies,” a senior 
. _ officer, who asked not to be 
,i • named, said at the start of the 
seventh day of raids. 

In six days of searching 
since March 22, police wear- 
- ing gas masks and riot gear 
have found hundreds of ton- 
nes of lethal chemicals , in- 
cluding all the ingredients of 
fflSn sa™*. at the sect’s sprawling 
complex at the foot of Mt 
>**’■ Fuji. 

Sarin was used in the 
. March 20 attacks on five 
' -Tokyq. subway trains which 
killed 10 people and injured 
T •' jH . thousands. The sect has de- 
••"/ nied any connection to the 
: \ incident. 

; _■ The officer did not say why 
\ police were looking for 
/■ ' \ bodies, but newspapers have 
7 .'-''quoted former followers as 

* saying they saw sect officials 

. ’*'• bury an unknown number of 

: - ■ ; corpses in the cult’s complex 

-vat Kamiku Isshiki, 100 
- kilometres west of Tokyo. 
; v r /There is a distinct possi- 
/ . bility that we’ll discover 
bodies dose to the Sixth Satian 
' . \ before the end of the week, 1 ” 

. . .■•mother police official said. 

. . ", The Sixth Safian, Sanskrit for 

• -truth, is die name given by 
V '/•the cuh to one cluster erf 
“ / .-J'. buildings. 

Police, who called in milit- 
*ty chemical warfare experts 
to help them search a large 





Female members of the cult, the Aum Sup- 
reme Truth are blocked by riot policemen as 
they try to enter a btuldinx currently trader 
police Inspection In Kamrknfshiki- vfflage. 
Police have found the bacteria, bbtafinus 


badBus that cotdd be used in germ warfare at 
the commune, which b already suspected of 
havhig produced the nerve gas sarin used In 
last Monday’s Tokyo subway gas attack (AFP 
photo) 


area believed to be a labora- 
tory, said they had impound- 
ed several sophisticated che- 
mical and medical devices 
from the Mt Fuji complex. 

Police confiscated an adv- 
anced DNA device and 200 
large containers of peptone, a 
solution used to cultivate bac- 
teria and other microorgan- 
isms. 

“So far we have found no 
chemical machinery or other 
items linked to the manufac- 
ture of biological weaponry,” 
said a police spokesman, 
quoting Masafairo Terao, 
head of the Metropolitan 
Police Department’s murder 
squad. 

A high-ranking investiga- 
tion source said the seized 
items could be used to make 
bacteriological .weapons, but 
there was no evidence that 
the cult had actually been 
doing so. 

The Yomiuri Shimbun said 
police had determined that a 
man still in hospital after 


exposure to die nerve gas was 
a prime suspect in the case. 
He was seen leaving a packet 
from which sarin tames 
seeped out inside a train, the 
newspaper said. 

The Yomiuri did not give 
his name or say if he was 
linked to the Aum sect. A 
spokesman for the Metropo- 
litan Police Department said 
he could not confirm the re- 
port. , . 

The sect, led by elusive 
leader Shoko Asahara, has 
denied allegations of con- 
spiracy to murder, abduction 
and illegal confinement 
which were the basis of the 
police raids. 

Instead, the bearded Asa- 
hara has claimed he and his 
followers were the target of 
sarin attacks by the U.S. 

military, and said the chemic- 
als found inside the sect 
buildings were used to make 
pottery and plastic goods. 

Mr. Asahara has preached 
that the world will come to an 


end in 1997. His whereabouts 
are not known and national 
police have asked 47 pre- 
fectural police chiefs to locate 
him, a move that stops short 
of issuing an arrest warrant. 

In Moscow, the daily Izves- 
tia said Tuesday a close aide 
to Russia’s President Boris 
Yeltsin was among several 
senior officials who helped 
the Japanese Aum Supreme 
Truth sect to establish itself 
in Russia. 

The paper said Oleg Lobov 
who is close to Mr. Yeltsin 
and is now secretary of Rus- 
sia’4 powerful Security Coun- 
cil had intervened on behalf 
of the sect and its guru Shoko 
Asahara at the end of 1991. 

At the time, Mr. Lobov 
was looking for cash to fi- 
nance a Russiau-Japanese 
university in Moscow. Izves- 
iia said that about this time, 
Mr. Lobov contacted the 
Japanese embassy asking it to 
help arrange a meeting for 
him with Mr. Asahara. 


Bosnian army, Serbs battle 
on, ignoring pleas to halt 


forces. The nearby, Chechen stronghold of Sufi and snrroand- 
ing villages were attacked by Russian forces with airplanes, 
helicopters and heavy gms (AFP photo) 


SARAJEVO (R) — The 
Bosnian army and Serb 
forces battled on through 
wintry weather Tuesday, 
ignoring international . and 
U.N. pleas for a halt in the 
combat. 

“It is omr understanding 
both parties continue to opt* 
for the military option,” said 
U.N. spokesman Alexander 
Ivanko. 

He told reporters in 
Sarajevo that both sides were 
refusing to meet and were 
setting numerous pre- 
conditions for attending talks 
with the United Nations on 
rescuing a four-month cease- 
fire blown apart by last 
week’s Bosnian army offen- 
sive. 

The United Nations says 
the eight-day offensive has 
won the Bosnian army 
ground in the Majevica hills 
to the east of Tuzla and on 
Vlasic Mountain which tow- 
ers above the central Bosnian 
town of Travnik, a govern- 
ment stronghold. 

Swedish peacekeepers re- 
ported artillery duels be- 
tween Bosnian Serb and gov- 
ernment forces Tuesday in 


the Majevica region as both 
sides battled across snowy 
ground to secure control of a 
key communication facility. 

Muslim forces say they 
have surrounded the Stolice 
Relay Station, wind controls 
telephone traffic and televi- 
sion signals across much of 
the north of the country, and 
hope to persuade its Serb 
gamson to surrender the 
facility intact. 

The Bosnian Serb News 
Agency (SRNA) said Serb 
soldiers had strengthened 
their positions in the Majevi- 
ca area and telephone and 
teleivsion links running 
through Stolice had been re- 
paired. 

Figjhting also continued on 
the Vlasic Plateau, the Un- 
ited Nations said, although 
restrictions on the movement 
of peacekeepers limited their 
ability to report on battlefield 
gains and losses, officials 
added. 

A chorus of international 
calls for a halt to the fighting 
has gone unheeded. 

The five-nation “contact 
group,” struggling to find , a 
diplomatic solution toi the 


nearly thre^year-old Bos- 
1 nian conflict, voiced concern 
at the deteriorating situation 
after a Monday meeting in 
London. 

Officials from Britain, 
France, Germany, Russia 
and the United States agreed 
to keep up efforts to bring the 
warring parties to the nego- 
tiating table. 

The contact group has 
been pursuing a two-pronged 
policy to end the war, trying 
to persuade the Bosnian 
Serbs to accept' a peace piaCri 
proposed last July and en- 
couraging rump Yugoslavia 
to recognise Bosnia and 
Croatia’s independence in ex- 
change for an end to sanc- 
tions. 

Russia has been trying to 
speed up the lifting of sanc- 
tions and has pushed its 
Western partners in the 
peace process to adopt unde- 
fined new measures it hopes 
will help end the war. 

“I hoepe the (contact) 
group will come up with a 
fresher and more active pack- 
age of measures," Russian 
Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev told reporters in 


Moscow. 

The Western powers are 
reluctant to end sanctions on 
Belgrade quickly, fearing 
they will lose the only tool 
they have to lever Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
into pressuring Serbs in Bos- 
nia and Croatia to agree to 
peace. 

Shrugging off pleas to 
order a halt to the fighting, 
Bosnia's President Alija Izet- 
begovic said Monday Bel- 
grade must recognise his 
country and the Bosnian 
Serbs must accept the contact 
group peace plan before 
peace talks can restart. 

His government argues it 
must fight to regain some of 
the 70 per cent or Bosnia held 
by the Serbs since the inter- 
national community will not 
force the Serbs to give up the 
land. 

The Bosnian Serbs have 
'refused to even discuss the 
contact group peace plan 
under which they stand to 
lose around a third of the 
territory they now bold. The 
Serbs made up about 30 per 
cent of Bosnia’s pre-war 
population. 


New Russian faction hots up pre-election battle 


MOSCOW (R) — A new 
parliamentary faction set out 
goals similar to Russian Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin’s Tues- 
day, beating up a battle 
which is emerging for the 
central political ground 
ahead of elections. 

The 37-member Stability 
Faction, bolding its first news 
conference, identified its 
main aims as strengthening 
the state, improving law and 
order, raising living standards 
and stabilising the economy. 
All are policies promoted by 
Mr. Yeltsin. 

The group made dear it 
would seek to win over mod- 
erate and pro-reform voters 
in December’s election to the 
State Duma, the lower 
house, signalling a challenge 
to two other newly-created 
groups and the established 
centrist parties. 

“The first decade of demo- 
■ cratic Transformations in Rus- - 
sia is coming to an .end* (t has 
been a pendd of cha&TT' 


Alexei Alexandrov, Stabil- 
ity’s coordinator on political 
affairs, told the news confer- 
ence. 

‘The country needs stabil- 
ity. Everything has got mixed 
up — empty promises, a lack 
of responsibility, aggressive- 
ness and ideological empti- 
ness. . we need a great, stable 
Russia." 

Stability’s leaders also said 
they backed Mr. Yeltsin's use 
of force to crush the Chechen 
independence drive, saying 
tough measures were justi- 
fied because Russia’s unity 
was threatened. 

“Under the conditions, the 
president had to resort to 
unpopular measures,” Stabil- 
ity member Viktor Mironov 
said. 

Stability's leaders did not 
say who they would back in 
presidential elections next 
year. Btft their policies indi- 
cated Mr. Yeltsin was a possi- 
ble candidate, although 
has not said yet if he will ran. * 


Stability, whose formation 
could strengthen support for 
Mr. Yeltsin in the Duma, is 
made up of deputies who 
have defected from other 
parties and includes few well- 
known faces. It has yet to 
select a leader. 

The Duma passed an elec- 
tion law last week, making 
few changes from the law for 
file last election to the cham- 
ber in 1993, and informal 
election campaigning has 
already started. 

Ultra-nationalist Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky's Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party, which won 
almost a quarter of party-list 
votes in the 1993 election, is 
expected again to be backed 
by people who are unhappy 
with reforms. Communists 
could also mount a strong 
challenge. ■ 

The reformist camp is in 
chaos, particularly because 
the Chechenya CampafgnTias 
divided opinions in the lead- 
ing liberal party, Russia’s 


Choice. This could leave 
many votes up for grabs 
among the moderate, centrist 
voters. 

Two parties were formed 
last mouth to try to cash in on 
the chaos at the centre of 
Russian politics. 

Alexander Yakovlev, once 
a member of the Soviet polit- 
buro, has launched a Social 
Democratic Party and former 
Finance Minister Boris 
Fyodorov has created the 
centrist Forward Russia. 

Mr. Yakovlev has won 
public backing from Yeltsin 
aides trying to boost support 
for the president after the 
Chechenya debacle. Those 
aides are also thought to have 
helped instigate Stability. 

Mr. Fyodorov currently 
appears a less likely ally for 
Mr. Yeltsin but has made 
dear he is aiming to win over 
nriddle^of-the-Toitf voters by 
pledging lower, taxes ahcTN 
higher living'' standards. 


U.N. 

conference 
opens with 
climate 
warnings 

BERLIN (R) — The United 
Nations Tuesday opened an 
11-day international confer- 
ence intended to find ways to 
combat global warming and 
avert potentially catastrophic 
changes in the climate. 

The Berlin conference, 
with more than 1,000 dele- 
gates from at least 128 conn- 
tries, is a follow-up to the 
1992 Earth Summit in Rio De 
Janeiro and hopes to estab- 
lish a basis for cutting man- 
made emissions into the next 
• century. 

“The peoples (of the 
world) expect us to take the 
decisions necessary to protect 
them from the harm that 
threatens,” German En- 
vironment Minister Angela 
Merkel, elected conference 
president, told the opening 
session. 

“We cany responsibility 
not only for today’s genera- 
tion bat also for those of the 
lu-ure,” she said. 

Ms. Merkel cautioned 
against waiting for science to 
abolish remaining doubts ab- 
out the effects of global 
warming. 

The U.N.’s own inter- 
governmental panel on cli- 
mate change has forecast a 
dramatic rise of between 1.5 
and three degrees centigrade 
in the Earth’s surface temper- 
ature next century if 
mushrooming industrial 
emissions are not cut. 

“If we don’t take action, 
we must expect grave and 
irreversible consequences a 
rise in sea levels, a shift in 
climate and vegetation zones 
and a deterioration in food 
production and the world 
nutrition situation are only a 
few examples,” Ms. Merkel 
said. 

“If we wait until observ- 
able dimate changes have be- 
gun, we will be stuck with 
mem for decades... if we are 
serious about long-term 
change we will not be able to 
avoid radical changes in otir 
pattern of consumption and 
production and in our lifes- 
tyle.'* 

Some of the former fear 
their emerging industry will 
be throttled tty anti-pollution 
measures. 


Foreigners flee Burundi capital 


BUJUMBURA (AFP) — 
Some 200 foreigners, mostly * 
women and children, flew out 
of Bujumbura Tuesday for 
“holidays” abroad after a 
week of fighting between 
Hutus and Tutsis in the 
Burundian capital that saw 
up to 500 killed. 

Many of the children were 
crying as they boarded the . 
Air France chartered flight 
and adults said they were 
“heartsore” at the thought of 
not being able to return. 

Among those fleeing were 
155 women and children from 
the 500-strong French com- 


munity in this tiny central 
• African nation. Their one- 
way tickets were paid for by 
the French government, but 
French Cooperation Minister 
Bernard Debre, who was at 
the airport, maintained: 
“There is no evacuation. The 
men are staying. There are 
women and children leaving 
on holiday. Can you imagine 
that we’d tell them: ‘Yes, 
there’s a bit of trouble in 
Bujumbura; go for a walk in 
the streets.’?’’ 

Nationals of Belgium, 
which has some 900 expatri- 
ates here, the United States, 


Spain and Germany are mak- 
ing plans to leave in the next 
few days. 

Many of the foreigners had 
been planning to return home 
for the Easter break (April 14 
to 17), but their flights had 
not been due to start on April 
1 . 

The special plane was re- 

3 u es ted after the violence 
lat turned Bujumbura into a 
ghost town, sent tens of 
thousands of refugees fleeing 
towards neighbouring Zaire, 
and raised fears that Burundi 
would slide into full-scale 
butchery. 


Canada-EU fish war of words 
lurches towards armed confrontation 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — Talks 
aimed at resolving the fish 
war between the EU and 
Canada resumed here Tues- 
day, but the risk of an armed 
confrontation on the high 
seas grew with Spain author- 
ising its warships to use “all 
means” to protect its trawlers 
in the North Atlantic. 

Spain already has one pat- 
rol boat, the Vigia, in the 
international waters off New- 
foundland where the Pesca- 
maro 1 had its net cut by 
Canadian Coast Guards Sun- 
day and another trawler, the 
Estai, was seized on March 9. 

A second patrol boat, the 
Serviola, is beaded for the 
area. Defence Minister Juan 
Garda Vargas said the boats 
had been ordered to “prevent 
a new seizure Ity all means,” 
even “at the risk of collision 
and a threat of boarding.” 

“It would be regrettable if 
an accident were to happen 
because of the bragging of 
the Canadian fishing minis- 
ter,” Mr. Garcia Vargas said. 

The European Union (EU) 
broke off talks late Monday 
in protest at the net-cutting, 
which fishing commissioner 
Emma Bonmo denounced as 
an act of piracy. 

But with a majority of 
member states unwilling to 
impose multilateral trade 
sanctions, the EU has little 
option but to try to negotiate 
a settlement to the dispute 
over rights to • dwindling 
stocks of Greenland halibut. 

The talks took place at the 
level of senior officials with 
the EU represented by the 
European Commission and 
Canada’s delegation headed 
by Ambassador Jacques Roy. 


“Canada's objective is a 
control regime that prevents 
incidents Uke the Estai being 
repeated,” a Canadian 
spokesman said. 

Canaria has accused the 
Estai of using an illegal fine- 
mesh net which meant four- 
fifths of its catch was under- 
sized. Fisheries Minister 
Brian Tobin was due to dis- 
play the net in New York 
later Ibesday. 

Sunday's net-cutting came 
after Spanish trawlers re : 
samed fishing in an area 
known as the nose of the 
Newfoundland Grand Banks, 
jnst outside Canadian waters, 
for the first time since the 
Estai’s seizure. 

The Commission insists 
they have every right to go on 
fishing there. Canada insists 
it will enforce a unilaterally- 
declared moratorium of 
fishing for Greenland hali- 
but, whose stocks straddle 
the boundary between Cana- 
dian and international wa- 
ters. 

Spanish trawler owners 
and fishermen, outraged by 
the net-cutting incident, are 
pressing the government to 
take a tougher line in the 
dispute. They are demanding 
a ban on Canadian fish im- 
ports. the seizure of Cana- 
dian assets in Spain and 
moves to expel Canada from 
the Northwest Atlantic 
Fisheries Organisation 
(NAFO). 

An announcement that 
Spain was reintroducing visas 
for visiting Canadians 
appeared in Tuesday’s offi- 
cial gazette. The step will 
have limited impact since any 
Canadian who wants to visit 
Spain without a visa could do 


so by passing through 
another member of the 
passport-free Schengen zone. 

Canada has no plans to 
retaliate, “I think it will in- 
convenience them more than 
us,” a spokesman said. Some 
130,000 Canadians visited 
Spain in 1993 without requir- 
ing a visa. 

Spain asked the World 
Court Tuesday to arbitrate its 
conflict with Canada, court 
sources said. 

They gave no details con- 
cerning the Spanish request 
and said information about 
the procedures involved 
would be released later. 

A senior British official 
said Tuesday Britain would 
veto any European Union 
attempt to impose trade sanc- 
tions on Canada in connec- 
tion with the ongoing row 
over fishing rights. 

“There is no question of 
trade sanctions,” the official, 
who asked not to be named, 
said. 

The official, said the Euro- 
pean Commission was ex- 
pected to give EU ambassa- 
dors a list of possible retalia- 
tory actions against Ottawa at 
a meeting Thursday, but that 
no action was expected to be 
taken. 

The commission was asked 
to draw up the list by ambas- 
sadors after Canada seized 
the Spanish fishing vessel 
Estai in international waters 
on March 9. 

The British official said 
trade sanctions would be a 
violation of World Trade 
Organisation rates. Other 
EU nations, inducting Ger- 
many; were also opposed to 
trade sanctions, the official 
said. 
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Prevention better than cure 

AT A time when the rich nations find 
it necessary to cat down social services 
due to budgetary constraints, the poor 
countries are coming under increased 
pressure from their peoples to seek 
and develop new revenues to provide 
non-existent services. What stands out 
most in this context is the medical bill 
that countries have to bear. In the 
industrial world national medical in- 
surance has almost become a basic 
right. But due to the increasing cost of 
health programmes, many developed 
states are now turning to preventive 
medicine as an effective means to cut 
the price tag on medical expenses. 
Preventive medicine is surely less ex- 
pensive than treatment. If peoples 
were told how to lead a healthy life and 
how to protect their environment, 
diseases like heart attacks or cancer 
could be greatly diminished and in the 
process the cost to the national eco- 
nomy would likewise decrease. In- 
forming -people about what is good or 
bad for their health cannot be a 
sporadic exercise. It should take the 
form of a constant campaign about 
health hazards ranging from animal 
fat to secondary smoking. Govern- 
ments should also do their own home- 
work by preventing pollution of the air 
and contamination of water and food. 
The expense of such programmes is 
minimal in comparison with the costs 
of medications that could be otherwise 
incurred. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogfyy 


The problems facing Gingrich 



AL RAT Arabic daily Tuesday said His Majesty King 
Hussein's visit to the U.S. is of special importance. 
Not only because it follows the signing of the 
Jordanian-lsraeli peace treaty, but because the U.S. 
shoulders a basic responsibility in protecting the 
Middle East peace process. The newspaper said in its 
editorial that American Vice-President A1 Gore’s 
affirmation in Amman last week that the U.S. will 
honour its commitments to the process has revived 
Jordan's confidence that the U.S. realises the import- 
ance of translating its keenness for peace into 
tangible work that would convince all the involved 
parties of its feasibility. This also shows those parties 
that the continuation of the peace process would 
bring positive changes on people's lives in the region, 
it said. Mr. Gore’s statements paved the way for the 
success of King Hussein’s visit to Washington, it said, 
adding that the King’s talks with President Bill 
Clinton, senior administration officials and congress- 
men will also have many positive results. Peace is not 
only declaring the end of a war, it is also declaring a 
war against poverty which supports extremism, a war 
against despair which breeds violence, the newspaper 
said, noting that peace should not allow its enemies 
any chance to rum it. It continued that peace also 
means securing an honourable life for children and 
protecting them from the phantoms of war. 

AL DU5TOUR daily also dwelt on the same topic in 
its editorial, saying Jordanian political moves, led by 
King Hussein, in the international arena have 
reached their climax by His Majesty’s meeting 
Monday with Mr. Clinton, administration officials 
and Congress members. The paper said these Jorda- 
nian moves which come amid intensified regional and 
international efforts is extremely important because 
of Jordan's focal role in the peace process. It said the 
King’s talks with Mr. Clinton dealt with the founda- 
tions of peace in the Middle East, namely estab- 
lishing peace at ail Arab-Israeli fronts on the basis of 
international legitimacy, resolutions and the princi- 
ple of land for peace. Any achievements made for 
establishing peace will remain threatened and vulner- 
able unless they were boosted by other achievements 
on the other Palestinian, Syrian and Lebanese tracks, 
said the paper. Thus in view of the importance of 
Jordan’s role in the process, this role should be 
enhanced by having Washington honour its pledges 
and commitments towards Jordan in economy and 
defence. 


ALTHOUGH IT is only half-way through the first 100 days 
of Republican control of Congress, problems are already 
beginning to develop. First ana foremost among them are 
the seemingly endless difficulties faring the new Speaker of 
the House, Newt Gingrich — the first Republican to hold 
that post in 40 years. 

Mr. Gingrich enjoyed a meteoric rise to national 
prominence, which was well-chronicled by the nation’s top 
political reporters. For years, from the beginning of his 
political career, he sought and worked towards the position 
he now holds. He worked tirelessly to advance Iris own 
personal career and also to help elect a Republican 
majority which could elect him speaker. 

But now, only SO days after ascending to his coveted 
leadership role, Mr. Gingrich finds himself as one of the 
most unpopular politicians in the U.S. At same time, Mr. 
Gingrich’s Hi ghl y publicised Republican legislative agenda 
— the vaunted “Contract with America” — has begun to 
stall after initial successes and the speaker himself is being 
confronted by a string of charges of unethical behaviour. 

When he assumed control of the Congress in January, it 
appeared that Mr. Gingrich would have smooth sailing. 
The Republican “contract” had enough votes to win. 
Republicans were in control, President Bill Clinton was in 
trouble, and the public was roughly supportive of the 
Republicans. Mr. Gingrich had a message and a plan, and 
what looked like the power to implement it. 

But the new speaker ran into problems almost im- 
mediately: The kind of ethical problems that stem from 
carelessness and teaching too far and too fast for power. 

In an effort to capitalise on his new position and broad 
public recognition, Mr. Gingrich announced a major book 
deal. As details became public it turned out that Mr. 
Gingrich was to be connected with median tycloon Mur- 
doch. Mr. Murdoch, a somewhat controversial media 
magnate, has a number of sensitive issues currently 
pending before the government. His meeting with Mr. 
Gingrich and the S4.5 million contract with the speaker had 
all tiie earmarks of a conflict of interest and a violation of 
ethical standards. 

Interestingly enough, it appears that the Gingrich- 
Murdoch book deal was similar, in some respects, to the 
book deal that ended the congressional career of another 
speaker of the House, Democrat Jim Wright of Texas, Mr. 
Wright lost his position in 1989, and it is ironic that the 
challenge and relentless pressure which brought him down 
came from a young Republican firebrand from Georgia — 
Newt Gingrich. 

A number of other controversies have erupted in the face 
of the speaker. In January, his appointee to be the new 
House historian (a position responsible for maintaining the 
historical records of the Congress) came under fire for her 


action committee he founded to help elect Republican 
members of Congress, were the cause of another ethics 
complaint. According to the complaint, Mr. Gingrich was 
given approval to teach a college course on the condition 
that it be non-partisan, but GOPAC helped to fund the 
course by recruiting 200,000 conservative Republican 
donors through bitterly partisan attacks on the president. 
Mr. Gingridi has also been accused of lobbying for the 
benefit of companies which have made large contributions 
to GOPAC. 

In general, Mr. Gingrich is faring a number pf. com- 
plaints stemming from his use of his congressional staff for 


personal and political efforts, whic is a violation of House 
rules. His district office staff used government equipment 
on government time to help produce a book Mr. Gingrich 
wrote in 1984, and also worked on material for his college 
course. Mr. Gingridi also stands accused of using ms 
position to get his wife a job representing an Israeli firm 
which paid extremely well for little work — another 
example of Mr. Gingrich using bis high position to get 
“sweetheart” deals. 

In short, the very excesses and abuses of power which 
Mr. Gingrich railed against so hard and so long while the 
Democrats ran the House are now the charges facing him 
after only 50 days in office. This hasn't helped the image of 
the Republican Party, which bills itself as the party of 
reform, since, Gingrich’s troubles are so well-known and 
he is one of the people most closely identified with the 
party in the public eye. It is ironic on both counts that Mr. 
Gingrich defends himself by arguing that his “behaviour is 
no different than most other members (of the House).” 
As a result of this' steady stream of negative stories and 
also, some suggest, Mr. Gingrich’s abrasive personal style, 
the speaker’s ratings have fallen to extremely low levels. 
Back in January, Mr. Gingrich enjoyed a 34 per cent-37 per 
cent unfavourable rating; but today that ratin g has fallen to 
33 per cent and 47 unfavourable. 

At the same time, the Republican “contract” agenda is 
also suffering. The early sections of the “contract” that 
came to a vote before the Congress easily, in part 
because they were easy issues and not controversial with 
the public. Issues like applying the same laws to Congress, 
which apply to all other employers, ending “unfunded 
mandates” the process of passing laws requiring the states 
to take actions without giving them the money to pay for 
them, cutting congressional staff and committees, opening 
committee meetings to the public and simil ar measures 
passed easily and with little opposition. Mr. Gingrich 
appeared strong and the Republicans unstoppable. 

But the first significant vote on a contr ov ersial issue 
came last month with the fight over the balanced budget 
amendment. While the amendment easily won the two- 
thirds majority it needed in the House, Mr. Gingrich’s 
claim that 70 per cent of the voters agreed with the 
amendment could not win enough Senators for a two-thirds 
majority in that body and the amendment died. Now there 
is a fight over “term limits” (limiting the number of terms a 
member of Congress can serve), with many Republican 
arguing against the measure or fbi a version much weaker 
than proposed in the “contract.” This has made Mr. 
Gingrich appear weak and less in command than be had 
seemed in January, and has not played well with many in 
the public who found term limits to be one of the most 
attractive items in the “contract.” 

Now the Republican are attempting to tackle budget 
cuts, and they must achieve significant reductions in 
government spending before they can deliver the tax break 
they promised voters in November. But, as Republicans 
and the public are learning, it is one thing to talk about 
cutting the budget and quite another matter to do it Since 
the Republicans cannot cut the largest item in the budget 
— interest on the debt — and since they will not cut the 
second largest item in the budget — defence — and since 
they insist on providing a tax break without increasing the 
deficit, the only area of the budget they can cut from is 
social programmes. 

As the public begins to become aware of the extent of the 
proposed cuts and the people who would be affected by 


Differences dog U.S. -Russian 
ties before summit 


By Timothy Heritage 

Reuter 

MOSCOW — Six weeks 
before U.S. President Bill 
Clinton and Russian leader 
Boris Yeltsin meet for a 
summit, hopes that they can 
warm up chilly U.S.- 
Russian relations are dog- 
ged by a failure to resolve a 
number of key disputes. 

The Kremlin breathed a 
sigh of relief when, after 
weeks of procrastination. 
Mi. Clinton agreed last 
week to come to Moscow 
on May 9 to commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of the 
allied victory over Nazi 
Germany in world War n 
and attend the summit. 

But the str ains in U.S.- 
Russian relations were 
highlighted last Thursday, 
when talks between U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher and Russian 
Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozwev in Geneva made 
no headway on the most, 
important issues. 

These include the east- 
ward expansion of NATO, 


which Russia opposes, dif- 
ferences over how to solve 
the conflicts in former 
Yugoslavia, U.S. criticism 
of Russia’s intervention in 
Chechenya and of Mos- 
cow’s plans to sell nuclear 
technology to Iran. 

“The simple fact that 
President Clinton took so 
long to deride to come to 
the summit indicates doubts 
on the future of the 
Russian-American rela- 
tionship," Viktor 
Kremenynk, deputy direc- 
tor of Moscow’s USA and 
Canada Institute, said. 

“But the fact that he 
agreed to come shows that 
the two rides recognise the 
need to talk, even though 
relations are not very cor- 
dial. The fact that they are 
meeting at all may be more 
important than what is on 
the agenda,” he told Reu- 
ters. 

In Geneva, Mr. Kozyrev 
acknowledged relations be- 
tween Washington and 
Russia bad sunk after toe 
euphoric period immediate- 
ly after the collapse of toe 
Soviet Union at the end of 


the 1991 and Mr. Yeltsin's 
emergence as the key figure 
in Moscow. 

“I would say that indeed 
the honeymoon has come to 
an end,” Mr. Koyzrev told 
reporters. 

But he said relations 
were now marked by a 
practical approach. “The 
sobering-up period in the 
wake of the honeymoon en- 
ded not in divorce but in a 
growing ability to resolve 
jointly problems that we 
face,” he said. 

Mr. Clin ton had been 
considering whether or not 
to come to Russia because 
of fears that his visit couid 
be interpreted as indirect 
acceptance of Kremlin poli- 
cies such as toe military 
campaign to crush inde- 
pendence moves in 
Chechenya. 

But by missing the com- 
memorations of toe end of 
World War U, he risked 
deeply offending Russians' 
and, in their eyes, belittling 
their role in the defeat of 
Nazi Germany. 

Some commentators fear 
that some of the mutual 


distrust has reemerged from 
the colid war era in some 
quarters of both Washing- 
ton and Moscow, particu- 
larly since the Republican 
Paity's success in elections 
to toe U.S. Congress last 
year. 

“There are people on 
both sides painting the pic- 
ture of an evil empire, 
which does not augur well 
for the future,’’ said 
Michael McFaul, senior 
associate at the Moscow 
office of toe independent 
Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. 

“It is good that Clinton 
has derided to come for toe 
summit and shown the need 
for dialogue, even if there 
are doubts about toe rela- 
tionship and what the sum- 
mit can achieve," he said. 

Any further cooling in 
relations would involve 
huge risks. 

He said any deterioration 

in relations could, in the 
worst scenario, hold up or 
torpedo agreements and 
negotiations in important 
areas, including arms re- 
duction. 



them, pressure not to make those cuts is building. Hg 
programme which toe Republicans are willing to cut 
including welfare, aid to fanners, aid to famflies with 
dependent children, toe federal school hmch programme 
are supported by almost 70 per cent or more of American 
voters. Because of the pressure to keep these programmes, 
102 Republican members of Congress have told the 
speaker they mil not support the proposed cuts in these 
programmes. 

Problems also loam for most of the otter major elements 
of toe “contract.” Welfare reform is running into problems 
as the details emerge about who will be affected by various 
cots. While both toe House and Senate have passed 
versions of the tine-item veto (which would allow the 
president to vero individual provisions of a spending NQ 
while signing the rest into law), they must agree on and 
pass the same version before that provision can take effect, 
and there are serious doubts that such an agreement can be 
reacted. And until some major spending cuts are agreed 
to, toe tax cuts promised last November will not emerge 
unless the Republicans break their other promise of 
reducing the budget deficit. 

Even worse for Mr. Gingrich and the Republicans, the 
Democrats have finally succeeded in regaining toe image as 
the party of the middle class, something they have not 
really enjoyed since . 1964. A recent poll showed that by a 
margin of 52 per cent-38 per cent Americans think that 
President Clinton is doing a better job of fighting for the 
middle class than the Republican Congress. Mr. Clinton 
himself enjoys an approval rating of 52 per cent, while the 
same 52 per cent agree that “the more I tear about what 
the Republicans do in Congress, the less I like it.” Mr. 
Gingridi. the highest-profile Republican in the country, is 
dedming in the polls just as Mr. Clinton, the leading 
Democrat, is rising. 

But while Mr. Gingrich and the Republicans are facing 
some serious difficulties, so are toe Democrats. Former 
secretary of agriculture Mike Espy was forced to resign 
from toe Clinton cabinet for serious ethics violations. Two 
other members of the Clinton cabinet. Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development Henry Cisneros and 
Commerce Secretary Ron Brown, are currently fan ng 
serious ethics charges and there are rumours that either one 
or both of them may be eventually forced to resign. 

Yet toe president hnmeif seems to be emerging relatively 
unscathed from investigations into his condurt. While the 
Republican leadership in the Senate and House wfl] do 
what they can to bring toe Whitewater scandal into the 
news, the independent Special Counsel which has investi- 
gated the matter has not found anything with which to 
charge toe Clinton. 

So, at the half-way point through toe Republican 
Congress’ first 100 days, what had appeared to be a 
juggernaut of change led by Speaker of the House Newt 
Gingrich no longer seems so mighty, and the ethical 
troubles facing the speaker are hurting the Republican 
theme of change from “business as usual.” In fact, the 
“revolutionary" tost 100 days of the Republican Congress 
are becoming little more than a normal congressional 
session. Newt Gingridi is losing the luster he’d gained by 
rising so for and so fast to the point that he seems little 
more than a normal politician — albeit one with unusually 
high negative ratings. He will need now to show the ability 
to bounce back, as Mr. Clinton has, if he is to enjoy the 
kind of successful tenure as speaker which seemed to likely 
in the first few heady days. - ‘ 


Ghosts of atrocities 
return to haunt 

Latin America 


By Michael Stott 

Reuter 

BOGOTA — Remember 
the Latin America of tor- 
ture, disappearances mid 
death squads? 

Those who thought 
democracy had swept away 
the cobwebs of past dicta- 
torships have pad some 
rude reminders recently 
that Latin America is still 
haunted by the ghosts of its 
authoritarian past. 

Brazilian nutitary police 
this month executed a rob- 
bery suspect in broad day- 
light. Petty thief Cristiano 
Mello was wrestled to the 
ground by officers near a 
smart Rio de Janeiro shop- 
ping centre, dragged behind 
a van and shot dead. 

Had television cameras 
not recorded it, Mr. Mello’s 
death would have passed 
unnoticed. Instead, the kill- 
ing was flashed across 
screens around toe world, 
becoming to some a symbol 
of how today’s democratic 
Latin America remains hos- 
tage to yesterday’s repres- 
sion. 

Academics and H uman 
rights watchers say the 
democratic governments in- 
stalled across the continent 
in toe past decade have 
done tittle to chang e a tradi- 
tion of brutality by those in 
authority that goes back 
beyond the Spanish con- 
quest to the Inca and Aztec 
empires. 

“I'm not very optimistic 
about the future of demo- 
cracy in Latin America,” 
said Roderic Camp, a pro- 
fessor at Tulane University 
in the United States who 
studies in toe region. “Elec- 
toral reform and cleaner 
elections don’t change 
essentia] ingretoents of cul- 
ture or society. ’’ 

Those who five and work 
at toe front tine, such as 
Caio Ferraz, a sociolo gis t 
bora and bred in' one of' 
Rio’s toughest slums, are 
blunter still, “Brazil is a 

democracy only because the 


law says we are,” Mr. Fer- 
raz said. “Between the law 
and reality there is a vac- 
cum that stretches all the 
way to toe moon." 

The government in 
Argentina, where some 
14,000 people died or dis- 
appeared at the hands of 
security forces during the 
1970s, prefers these days to 
talk about an economic 
miracle which has given it 
some of the world's fastest 
growth in the last four 
years. 

But Adolfo Francisco 
Sdlingo, a retired naval 
officer, brought a different 
past to life this month when 
he recounted to a newspap - 1 
er how thousands of politic- 
al prisoners were stripped , 
naked and thrown alive 
from aircraft over the ; 
Atlantic Ocean by the unfit- 1 
ary. 

Driven by what he said ! 
was a need to confess, Mr. 
Sdlingo described bow the 
prisoners, many so weak 
from torture they had to be 
helped aboard the aircraft, 
were injected with sedatives 
by a navy doctor, undres- 
sed, and thrown into the 
ocean thousands of feet be- 
low. 

President Carlos Menem 
reacted by branding Mr. 
Scilingo a criminal and 
stripping him of his rank. 

Martin Abregu, a lawyer 
who is one of Argentina's 
most respected human 
rights experts, believes 
Latin American nations 
have done little to stop fu- 
ture rights abuses. “You 
still have a weak judiciary, 

, brutal police, politicians 
who prefer not to touch the 
subject,” he said. 

Across the Andes in 
Peru, Diego Garda-Sayan, 
executive director of the 
Andean Commission of 
Jurists, echoed that view. 

“I think what we are 
seeing is that democracy 
and elected regimes are not 
necessarily synonymous,” 
he Said. “What is also 
needed is an efficient and 
effective system of justice 
and protection of citizen* ” 
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Coranic healing 
jopular in Gaza 


:y *r By Donaa Aba Nasr treatment to core his follow- 

Hie Associated Press crs more than 1,400 years 
5ft. ago- 

* .’ \ ' ,/j :-AZA CITY, Gaza Strip — Dr. Mahmoud Zahar, a 

:£rj • . .1’ ^- r -:h v? ije smefl of incense wafted surgeon and leading Hamas 
: .?• *'= rough the clinic as a activist, said the existence of 

i , r reded clergyman poshed jinns is a basic Muslim belief 

ir ^ ^ to*ee into the stomach of a and illnesses caused by the 

“--d ytkart squirming on a green evfl spirits can be cured by 
f •*. .. .. ** lri J.ivet blanket. the Koran. He dted verse 55 

n s-.j.,.. ^Tbfi healer whipped the from Surat A1 Rahman: 

^ span's sides and feet with a "And the jinn did he create 

ir ,Z . ■ and recited verses from of smokeless fire.” 

7 Z : '\' : .c Koran. Dr. Zahar said jinns are 

, " 1 - 1 s.-. “There is no God but responsible for troubles that 

■“ « •’ ' *•*>. ..Hah. In the name of Allah, in the Western world would 

-.I r ' -.^' •^' ave him, you jinn,” hissed be diagnosed as psychosoma* 

, : nieikh Ramadan Saifi as he tic illnesses and neuroses. 

■' - ~ ;iicd to exorcise the evil spirit Many Muslim derics dis- 

■■ ; -•>! be said had possessed the miss such etaim^ as foolish. 

^voitaUy Ql 45-year-old man Mufti Abdul Karim Kahl- 
ry - * y >^tr eight years. out, the Muslim spiritual 

? Mr. Saifi runs one of about leader of Gaza City, said the 

a”.;*.-;. dozen Koranic clinics that only cure the Koran can offer 

i ■ r ._ ,jve sprung up in the Gaza is healing of the soul. “Have 

;■* | r^trisp recently m another sign you ever seen a pharmacy 

s:-.: ; the rehgious spirit taking that takes prescriptions for 

v r ,; - A -- '.lvVxJt among Pa l esti n ia n s. Koranic verses?” he asked 
. ’’V? 7 - -r/s During foe Israeli occupa- sacrastically. 

- : : v ' .'j ^';on, many healers operated Mr. Kahlout said foe heal- 

" ’ l-'-V 'Vun hnm«> for fear thev m emlnit TcIbrid fnr nmnn. 


**<■ . By Donaa Aba Nasr 

- --V* The Associated Press 

5ft. *.<* 

‘ ■■■ faJ ^ : AZA CITY, Gaza Strip — 
crj: .1 - r --h smell of incense wafted 

: i^.v ; r= r trough the clinic as a 
i --/.S* 1 * irr^aredcd clergyman pushed 
ir *' knee into the stomach of a 

‘ ' . .{ieijt squirming on a green 

f «... „ Uvet blanket 

p T-. : -" r £4 ,, "'The healer whipped foe 
^ ‘ '.. '"'--'r bail’s sides and feet with a 
^ r and rented verses from 

‘ cr ' j: - ■'-.'• ’'‘■v e Koran. 

‘ -r, 7‘- “There is no God but 

•“ « ■' J," fjjah. In foe name of Allah, 
• him. vou ram,” hissed 


he said had possessed foe 
' -r- I ' -4 - • -^tally ill 45-year-old man 
ry - * * .J: ^<5 eight years. 

' ■ Mr. Saifi runs one of about 

: dozen Koranic clinics that 


£ . . : home for fear they 

•«-' -onld be targeted by foe 
-J ; ~Z' o:'l.iraeKs as Islamic zealots. 

„ . • .h Z -'■Cany do support foe Muslim 

V, r -~r jnd amenta list movement 
r. famaSj but insist they oper- 
" ^'te independently from foe 
. , "* rT - w -.v; ... . roup. 

j r • c-.Sz* Since Yasser Arafat took 
- -V;-ver local governemnt for foe 
-..-.. V-Jaza Strip and West Bank 
" - vl-^\ : ciwn of Jericho in May, many 

r: • tealers have opened clinics. 

* • • . -_-.il;* ’• Authorities have not tried to 

-r. ^Mi.^iose them, despite com- 
: ’^' r Plaints by foe Isiamic reli- 
j ?oos establishment that foe 

. X'ii-^iealers are charlatans and 
i r^bould be prosecuted, 
i.-**:.- V.I i ' ; “We can't interforee in 
-tjeople’s beliefs,” said Mar- 
. ‘“ran Kanafanai, an Arafat 

' ' ’ spokesman. “Even in the Un- 

ted States you find people 

' r: ' ^who believe in foe healing 
, ,.'l. ; ; ’ ■ powers of religion.” 

;.‘ kr . • ; - i Koranic healing, especially 

= .^escoirism of evil spirits, is 
: ;practised elsewhere in the 

1 • ; ; Arab World, including in 

-rneighbouring Egypt. Healers 
_whip patients to beat the 
j inns out of them. They say if 
- ;r_ a patient squirms or whun- 

* ■' peis, it is foe jinn reacting to 

. the pain and not the patient. 

: Gaza's healers treat pa- 

f ents suffering fiom a variety 
of illnesses, including skin 

diseases, ulcers, infertility 

and migraines. 

They hand out leaflets with 
■ verses from the Koran to be 
f V{ ^ read by foe patient or rela- 
L I L 1 Ovu.. tives. They also dispense 
honey, olive oil for a body 

'* * 1 1 i f ra k a “ c * a < *™ 3L * C of 

[ Cl Li 1 1 l saffron and tuberose. 

The clerics say the Prophet 
* Mohammad used the same 


that takes prescriptions for 
Koranic verses?” he asked 
sacrastically. 

Mr. Kahlout said the heal- 
ers exploit Islama for person- 
al gain. “They are charlatans 
and heretics.” 

Mr. Saifi and a colleague, 
Sheikh Issa Daour, dimissed 
the mufti's criticism, citing 
verse 82 of foe Koran's Surat 
A1 Isra: “And we reveal of 
foe Koran that which is a 
healing and a mercy for be- 
lievers...” 

They said that it was up to 
their patients bow much they 
wanted to pay and that the 
poor were treated for free. 

A cardboard box attached 
to a wall in their two-room 
clinic carries a sign reading: 
“Please don't forget to pay.” 

The dinic is furnished with 
a bed, a few plastic dhairs, a 
stereo set blazing recordings 
from the Koran and head- 
phones for the patients. 

The healers do not adver- 
tise directly, but patients 
often take out space in local 
newspapers to make their 
gratitude public. 

Mr. Saifi and Mr. Daour 
proudly pointed to a bulletin 
Board outside their clinic 
plastered with messages from 
patients they said were cured 
of diabetes, sterility and 
ulcers. 

Mr. Saifi was less success- 
ful .with foe exorcism he 


By Alistair Lyon 
Reuter 

KARACHI — Sweating 
and angry, a retired en- 
gineer brushes away glass 
from his shattered triad- 
screen on the edge of 
Karachi's troubled Faisal 
Colony area. 

“Three young men with 
scarves round their faces 
came from some hideout 
and I told foe driver to stop 
the car,” he says. “They 
started beating the driver 
and breaking foe glass.” 

Petty harassment is just 
one more risk for the 12 
million people who live in 
Pakistan's volatile southern 
port city. 

Once Karachi was a re- 
laxed, vibrant commercial 
hub, where people strolled 
the seafront at night and 
made money by day. Now 
gunfire (Tackles after dark 
and foe city has become a 
flashpoint for ethnic, secta- 
rian and drug-related vio- 
lence. 

Hie engineer, who gave 
his name as Haji Khan, 
believes foe vandals were 
from the ethnic Mohajir 
National Movement 
(MQM) or the splinter 
MQM-Haqiqi faction, but 
does not know which. 

Haji Khan carries no 
weapon. “Sometimes the 
police search and whatever 
explanation I give them, 
that this is for my own 
safety, they will say no, you 
are one of 'them',” he ex- 
plains. 

“If I had had a gun I 
would have shot them. God 
is great and if He calls me I 
will go.” 

Inride Faisal Colony, a 
shabby huddle of breeze- 
block bouses with corru- 
gated iron roofs, shops are 
shuttered on foe normally 
busy main street. Women 
glance nervously up alley- 
ways as they shepherd chil- 
dren home from one of the 
few schools open. 

“This is the third day we 
haven’t been able to sell 
anything,” says Iftikhar, a 
vegetable vendor at a cor- 
ner stall. 

“People started firing in 
foe area, we don’t know 
who. Four people were 
wounded two days ago and 
two yesterday,” be says. 

A blue armoured police 
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People gather around the car that was used in a bomb attack March 10 in front of a Shfite Muslim mosque. At least 10 people have been killed and several 
injured in the powerful explosion (AFP photo) 

Fear pervades daily life in Karachi 


attempted that’ day. "But-:: rear drives slowly down the 


^ I leu 


although he failed to evict the 
evil spuit, he said he was able 
to co mmuni cate with him. 

The patient writhed as Mr. 
Saifi asked foe jinn who be 
was. 

“I'm Pakistani. My name is 
Awatef,” came back foe rep- 
ly. Mr. Saifi said it came from 
the jinn, although it sounded 
like foe patient’s voice. 


dusty -street, watched by 
wary residents. 

“Everyone is suffering, 
afraid to leave their homes. 
The government has ail the 
power,” says Mustafa, a 
bearded man in his 20 s, 
gesturing at foe patrol. 
“But what are they doing?’’ 

One answer comes a few 


minutes later when foe 
prowling armoured car 
turns onto a wide, deserted 
boulevard separating dis- 
tricts loosely controlled by 
rival MQM factions. 

The policemen stop at 
the smouldering remnants of 
tyres blocking the road and 
force a passerby to kick 
them aside before bundling 
him inside foe vehicle and 
driving away. 

“We have arrested three 
terrorists and found one 
Kalashnikov rifle, a pistol, 
a revolver and 108 rounds 
of ammuni tion,” the patrol 
leader says later, sipping a 
drink at a juice stand. 

Residents — and foe 
London-based human 
rights group Amnesty Inter- 
national — say police often 


bold “suspects” rounded up 
at random until their fami- 
lies pay a ransom. 

By the standards of 
Karachi, where 340 people, 
including two U.S. consu- 
late staffers, have died this 
year, this is not a very 
bloody day, with no big 
dashes or killings reported. 

Yet the fear and tension 
in Faisal Colony shows how 
shadowy gunmen and crude' 
police tactics can paralyse 
normal life in this and many 
other districts of Pakistan's 
biggest city. 

In despair, leading 
businessmen called a strike 
on Saturday to try to per- 
suade Prime Munster Be- 
nazir Bhutto to act more 
vigorously to control the 
rampant lawlessness. 


“Many parts of Karachi 
are dosed for several days 
because of the law and 
order situation,” said S. M. 
Muneer, president of the 
Federation of Pakistani 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (FPCQ) be- 
fore the strike. “The gener- 
al public is very much upset 
and panicky. 

“people are not jratting* 
up . new industries- m the' 
Karachi area. Many people, 
have dosed their drops. A 
few might have left 
Karachi. People are afraid 
to invest their money.” 

Pakistani authorities on 
Saturday night hit bade at 
strike leaders, removing 
Mr. Muneer and three 
FPCd vice-presidents from 


their positions because of 
their role in leading the 
stoppage. 

The strike, which 
brought business activity to 
a near-standstill in Karachi 
and reduced it in the big 
cities of Lahore and Rawal- 
pindi, was denounced by 
Ms. Bhutto's government 
as politically motivated. 

Mr. -Muneer told repor- 
ters by telephone the re- 
moval order was illegal and 
would be challenged before 
courts of law. 

Ms. Bhutto blames the 
violence on ethnic groups 
such as the MQM, militant 
Sunni and Shi'ite Muslim 
factions, and drug gangs — 
all armed with guns di- 
verted to Karachi during 


King: Jordan will set an example 


- (Continued from page 1) 

Washington Fayez Ai Taraw- 
neh. 

In his meeting with Mr. 
Gingrich, King Hussein 
■ reiterated Jordanian prinri- 
pled stands on foe need to 
: -'establish a comprehensive 

- and just peace in the Middle 


say that the opportunity to 
work with foe King on these 
matters has been a signal one 
for the U.S. We want to do 
all we can to assist Jordan 
and Israel and assist ... trans- 
formation that has taken 
place there. 

“The King and I look for- 
ward as we nave so often in 


1 meat to the King and to foe 

n PYamnie government of Jordan. This 
U tAaillJJIV ^ a ^ u>s> h as 

that is worthy of them. ^ «* president to its 

“We are totally dedicated Congress to approve this 

to the cause of an everlasting form of debt relief, 
peace between foe children “The action taken by foe 
of Abraham and their follow- Senate last week to approve 
ere ” it in a satisfactory form, I 

Asked whether there could think, is an indication of a 
be peace in foe Mideast with- growing understanding on 
out Syria, foe King said: ‘1 Capitol HDJ of foe nnport- 
certainly hope that Syria will ance of responding to the 


Israel, PLO narrow differences 


: Jr r” 016 * ard “ we “ ve . so “ be apart of the peace that we courageons action taken by 

r all seek* in the region and I the government of Jordan. 


, . x>rt of any efforts that would 
; ead for progress on other 
'Arab-Israeli negotiating 
_ racks, Petra said. 

The meeting was attended 
; :>y Her Majesty Queen Noor 
„ ind the delegation accom- 
;. : ':->anying foe King. 

. - . Also Monday, King Hus- 
jein met with Democratic 
.Senator Patrick Leahy of foe 

--senate's Finance Committee 
ind briefed him on Jordan's 
lands on the peace process. 
Sen. Leahy stressed that 
"he Senate’s overwhelming 
. majority supports Jordan in 
be debt forgiveness issue, 
r '. ’etra said. 

- , Welcoming King Hussein. 

’■ 4r. Christopher noted at 
".. uesday’s press conference 
: lat the Kmg had received 

. . ; - •' o very important awards 
v ‘ • "-tiring ms current trip to foe 
. . , J.S. The Ronald Reagan 
-;i reedom Medal and foe 1995 
eace award of foe Simon 
.- 1 Veisenthal Centre Museum 
■j '; f Tolerance. 

*■ “Those are extremely im- 
; 3itant awards and they are a 
s- - ' iflection of the respect and 
*' 1 i'r ■ -fection that we all have 

. . jre in foe U.S. for foe King 
id for foe courageous stand 
' -at has taken in the Middle 

" ’ r .. •. '• ast over the last year and 
- :.r . d in so many respects by the 
’ mg,'’ Mr. Christopher said. 

“We see so many fup- 
: unental transformations in 

: "■ : ie Middle East with the 

' r 7 i-’-.^sace agreement between 
’ . ■ -r'f irdan and Israel standing as 
• _ .e si gnal accomplishment of 
/-• entire recent period. We 
, : ■ ’-e looking forward to work- 

- with the King and his 

:» misters on trying to make 

v ace a living reality, to bring 
r . : : ‘ r .. .Hne to the people of Jordan 

' .id foe entire region the 
v ' ;^. ,J v.sults of a warm peace, foe 
7 ; % suits of a relatkmship that 
. . ive been created." I want to 


global and regional matters 
but bilateral matters between 
our two countries that we do 
it in foe context of a great 
warmth and friendship.” 

The King said: 

“I’d like to say how 
pleased I am to be able to be 
in Washington at this time 
and I have had the privilege 
and pleasure of meeting foe 
president yesterday. I have 
visited Los Angeles and I was 
very touched and moved by 
the warm reception there and 
thank you for the opportunity 
to meet many friends in that 
beautiful city and thank you 
very much indeed Mr. Secret- 
ary for foe opportunity to 
meeting with you once again, 
a dear friend whom we have 
seen in our region time and 
again furthering the cause of 
peace, a comprehensive 
peace in that region. 

“As far as our relations. 
Sir, they are always warm. 
They are founded on trust 
and confidence and a com- 
mon view and determination 
to achieve peace within our 
region for all foe peoples 
there. 

"As for what has been 
achieved so far we are very 
proud and happy to have 
succeeded in many cases 
beyond our expectations in 
terms of foe time that it was 
going to take to implement 
variants of our agreements 
that are between the State of 
Israel and the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan and we 
are determined to see a frill 
peace, an honourable peace, 
a warm peace come about 
and hopemlly in the region as 
a whole, in any event, for this 
peace to be an example for 
others and an opportunity for 
people to move away from 


all seek in tne region ana i 
think that the secretary will 
be better qualified to answer 
this question....” 

On foe debt relief issue, 
the King said: 

“We are aware of the feet 
that this subject is being 
looked at by all our friends 
here in a veiy positive way 
and we are quite satisfied that 
foe results hopefully will be 
positive.” 

Mr. Christopher added: 
“The U.S feels deeply obli- 
gated to carry out its commit- 


“I appreciate foe willing- 
ness of foe King to meet with 
some leaders of the Con- 
gress, but I would like to 
emphasise that it is a request 
that comes from the presi- 
dent, the administration and 
foe Congress to take an ac- 
tion which is very much in 
our national interests to take 
because we must support 
those who take risks for 
peace as foe King and his 
country have courageously 
done.” 


Villagers flee Turkish forces 


(Contfamed from page 1) 

ing place across the border 
involves the section of north- 
ern Iraq controlled by Iraqi 
Kurds who want independ- 
ence from Baghdad. Patrol- 
led by allied warplanes since 
the end of foe Gulf war, the 
area is beyond the reach of 
Iraq's military. 

Turkey contends abont 
2,800 PKK guerrillas have 
been operating in northern 
Iraq from where they used to 
conduct hit and run attacks. 

Prime Minister Ciller 
moved Tuesday to calm 
Western fears that the incur- 
sion would turn into a milit- 
ary occupation of northern 
Iraq. 

Ms. Ciller told deputies 
from her True Path Party 
Tuesday: “The aim of Tur- 
kish troops is not an occupa- 
tion.” 


concern to Ankara over foe 
operation and its effect cm 
civilians. 

The U.S. ambassador met 
Ms. Ciller to express "con- 
cern about the reports that 
we have been receiving that 
Turkish forces might be pre- 
paring for a longer stay in 
northern Iraq,” the State De- 
partment revealed. 

A bipartisan group of sena- 
tors, including Republicans 
Olympia Snowe and Alfonse 
D' Amato, and Democrats 
John Kerry and Russ Feing- 
old, have Joined Democratic 
Senator Cali borne Pell in 
supporting a resolution con- 
demning Turkey’s invasion of 
northern Iraq as a violation 
Of international law. 

‘Turkey’s militaristic poli- 
cy towards foe Kurds goes 
beyond foe pale of civilised 
behaviour,” Mr. Pell, foe 
ranking Democrat on foe 


(Coofomed from page 1) 

but the militants are due to 
win in principle 15 to 20 per 
cent ot foe votes cast,” he 
told high school pupils late 
Monday. 

He added that foe ‘Talesti- 
nians are ready for such a 
vote because they have in 
front of their eyes the stan- 
dards of Israeli democracy.” 

They bad witnessed the 
workings of institutions such 
as Israel’s supreme court, he 
added. 

Dr. JErakat said foe joint 
draft on elections “will be 
part of an intermediate 
accord with five chapters: the 
redeployment, the transfer of 
powers, judicial questions, 
economic questions and the 
elections.” 

Israel and the PLO have 
agreed on a July 1 deadline to 
complete their negotiations 
on the second phase of auton- 
omy: military redeployment 
on foe West Bank and elec- 
tions. 

Dr. Erakat warned that all 
five parts of foe accord must 
be resolved by the target date 
or “there will no longer be 
anything to discuss.” 

The PLO insists that elec- 
tions can not take place be- 
fore Israeli troops out of 
population centres in foe 
West Bank, as foe 1993 dec- 
laration of principles out- 
lines. 

Meanwhile in Tel Aviv, a 


newspaper announced that 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin had approved. a plan 
by which the army would 
withdraw gradually from 
seven towns on the West 
Bank. 

Israeli troops would first 
leave Jenin in the north 
where a special unit would be 
set up to ensure security for 
Israelis from the two Jewish 
settlements in foe area, the 
Yediot Aharonot reported. 

If foe plan proves success- 
ful, it would be copied in 
other West Bank towns such 
as RamaUah and Bethlehem. 

The Palestinians have said 
they could only accept a 
“Jenin-first” plan if a timet- 
able was first drawn up for 
foe whole of the West Bank. 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat is ready to cooperate 
with Israel in fighting mili- 
tants because be wants to 
ease Israeli security concerns 
and speed up a troop with- 
drawal in foe West Bank, a 
senior Israeli official said 
Tuesday. 

In a nod to Israel, Mr. 
Arafat proposed joint Israeli- 
Palestinian security patrols in 
foe West Bank, said Nissim 
ZviH, secretary general of the 
ruling Labour Party, who met 
with Mr. Arafat on Monday. 

“I can say that Arafat 
understood very well that one 
of foe obstacles... is the ter- 
rorist attacks,” Mr. Zvili told 
the Associated Press. “It is 


for me a very important 
change in his Behaviour.” 

Mr. Arafat told Mr. Zvili 
that in the beginning he did- 
not take a hard hand against 
the militants because he 
hoped they would eventually 
cooperate with his rule, 
according to a Yedioth Ahar- 
not reporter who sat in on the 
Arafet-Zvili meeting. 

“The extremists didn’t 
understand foe hint, they ex- 
ploited my tolerance... and I 
stopped being soft with 
them,” Mr. Arafat was 
quoted as saying by Yedioth. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres said Mr. Arafat has 
shown “a certain degree of 
progress” in dealing with 
militants, but said no agree- 
ments have been reached on. 
possible joint patrols in the 
west Bank. 

In a related development, 
Mr. Peres dismissed reports 
which said Israel bad prop- 
osed foe Palestinians estab- 
lish a state in Gaza in ex- 
change for dropping claims to 
the West Bank. 

"I don’t know of any such 
proposal,” Mr. Peres said, 
but added it was possible foe 
idea had come up in some 


the guerrilla war against 
Soviet troops in neighbour- 
ing Afghanistan in the 
1980s. 

The prime minister also 
says foe people of Karachi 
have not done enough to 
curb foe mayhem in their 
midst. 

“People in Karachi are 
angry, yes, they have been 
angry since 1981 against ev- 
ery government,” she told 
Renters in a recent inter- 
view at her home in foe 
dty. 

Ms. Bhutto faults 
Karachi residents for not 
showing enough coopera- 
tion with the government 
and police. “Hieir reaction 
has been unhelpful to catch- 
ing terrorists,” she said. 

Israeli-Palestinian forum. 
"There is a difference be- 
tween a proposal that is float- 
ing around and one that for- 
mally exists,” he said. 

London’s Sunday Times 
reported Mr. Peres said in an 
interview that he favoured 
relocating several West Bank 
settlements when Palestinian 
antonomy was extended 
there later this year. 

Asked to confirm that was 
now his view, Mr. Peres told 
foe Associated Press: “Yes. 
But not as part of an agree- 
ment with foe Palestinians. 
(It) should be a unilateral 
Israeli choice." 

Israeli Radio said Tuesday 
a senior Palestinian official 
has edited a map of Palestine 
showing Tel Aviv and other 
towns in Israel as Jewish set- 
tlements. 

The map of Palestine has 
been edited by the Institute 
of Arab Studies run by Faisal 
Husseini 

Mr. Husseini told the radio 
that foe map would “remain 
our reference as long as the 
Israelis continue to use Bib- 
lical terms such as Judaea and 
Samaria to refer to the occu- 
pied West Bank.” 


U.S. seeks Libyan oil ban 

(Continued from page 1) Houni, head of the L 


Ekeus raises new questions 


peace, an honourable peace, “Turkish forces will wth- Senate Foreign Relations 
a warm peace come about draw as soon as their oojeo- Committee, said in introduo- 
and hopemlly in the region as fives are achieved, she m- mg the legislation March 23. 
a whole, in any event, tor this sisted, adding that it was an «j t ^ f 0r the United 
peace to be an example for action^ of legitimate ae- states to take a principled 
others and an opportunity for fence.” stand, express its opposition 

people to move away from The United States, which t 0 Turkey’s invasion of Iraqi 
foe tragedies of foe past to- had not previously criticised Kurdistan, and cut off sup- 
wards coming together and Turkey's incursion, for foe plies of U.S. military equip- 
b uilding together a future first time on Monday voiced ment to Turkey.” 


(Contained from page 1) 

animals and in hospitals, and 
that 15 tonnes remain, but 
they are no longer useable 
because they were perishable 
in 1993. 

“We haven't bought other 
vaccines despite our needs,” 
he added. 

Mr. Ekues is to deliver a 
report on April 10 to the 
U.N. Security Council on 
Iraq’s compliance with Gulf 
War ceasefire resolutions. 

The Security Council can- 
not lift foe embargo imposed 
on Iraq after its 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait if Baghdad fails to 
release all details on germ 
warfare research. 


‘We tired to solve that 


countries they have to cross 
(Egypt or Sudan) or they will 
enter Saudi airspace.*' 

“Let Saudi Arabia then 
shoot them down with their 
aircraft and missiles. The pil- 
grims are ready for martyr- 


problem but did not succeed grims are ready tor martyr- 
at this stage,” Mr. Ekeus dom to finish with this com- 
sa | c j i edy that is blocking their way 

However, Mr. Ekeus said to Mecca." 
foe UN's system of long-term Col. Qadhafi threatened to 

monitoring of Iraq’s current pull Libya out of foe United 
arms programme was in Nations, which he charged 
place. had become “a tool in foe 

“Iraq will not be able to hands of American, British 
develop any weapons of mass and Zionist imperialists.” 
destruction without being de- But he made no mention of 
tected by Ae international Washington's call for an oil 
community,” he told the ban. 

Kuwaitis. A Libyan opposition lead- 

Mr. Ekeus met Kuwait’s er said foe U.S.-proposed 
emir. Sheikh Jaber A I embargo on Libyan oil sales 
Ahmad Al Sabah, earlier would likely help accelerate 
Tuesday to discuss issues of foe fall of Col. Qadhafi's 
mutual interest, the official regime, 
agency KUNA reported. But Abdul Momem Al 


Houni, head of the Libyan 
National Salvation Front, 
cautioned that Washington 
would have trouble pushing 
an embargo through the 
U.N. Security Council be- 
cause of opposition from 
Europeans, especially Spain 
and Italy. 

Mr. Houni told the AP in a 
telephone call returned from 
outride Libya that if an oQ 
embargo was adopted, it 
would give impetus to the 
opposition and cut Col. 


Nations, which he charged Qadhafi’s ability to buy sup- 

LnJ kiAil/ MV IA FaaI in tha I%nv 4 T iIiiiaIa Alt 1 1 


port. Libya's ou exports are 
estimated at about $8 billion 
a year. 

Mr. Houni was member of 
the ruling Revolutionary 
Command Council which 
overthrow the monarchy in 

1969 before he broke with 


embargo on Libyan oB sales Col. Qadhafi in 1975. He 
would likely help accelerate visited Washington earlier 
foe fall of Col. Qadhafi's this month, seeking Amer- 
regime. . ican help to remove CoL 

But Abdul Mouiem Al Qadhafi from power. 
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8 Economy 

Officials say U.S. dependence on oil 
imports endangers national security 


mei! 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 

IMF bums midnight oil on 
new crisis rescue fund 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United States’ growing 
dependence on ofl imports 
threatens national security, 
senior officials said Monday, 
but they rejected calls to limit 
imports or take new mea- 
sures to boost domestic out- 
put. 

Senate foreign relations 
committee chairman Jesse 
Helms, a Republican, urged 
the Democrat a dminist ration 
to change its policy to reduce 
U.S. dependence on oil from 
“potentially hostile foreign 
countries” in the Middle 
East. 

“Petroleum imports 
threatens to impair national 
security because of the grow- 
ing reliance of our economy 
on imported oil from a politi- 
cally volatile region of die 
world,” under secretary of 
commerce for export admi- 
nistration William Reinsch 
told the committee. 


But setting import restric- 
tions would only hamper die 
U.S. economy, and die gov- 
ernment believes that its 
“ongoing efforts to increase 
production and promote 

energy conservative and effi- 
ciency represent the best 
means to limit U.S. reliance 
on foreign oil," Mr. Reinsch 
said. 

Mr. Helms argued, howev- 
er, that “our policies in tins 
area are placing Americans at 
a dangerous economic and 
security risk." 

Imports accounted for 
more than half U.S. oil con- 
sumption last year for the 
first time, edging up to 50.4 
per cent of the total, while 
U.S. ofl production fell to 
6.62 million barrels a day, the 
lowest level in 40 years. 

If the current trend con- 
tinues, Mr. Helms said, ‘‘the 
United States will depend on 
foreign countries to provide 


two-thirds of U.S. ofl needs 
by 2005, twice the level of 20 
years earlier." 

Former energy secretary 
Donald Hodel warned mean- 
while that “the world is on 
the brink of another oil 
shock" because of the fail ore 
of the U.S. government to 
react to the deteriorating 
political situation in Saudi 
Arabia. 

He said Saudi Arabia could 
deteriorate into civil war af- 
ter the death of the aging 
King Fahd, and raised the 
specter of Saudi Arabia, the 
world’s largest oil supplier, 
using its power to disrupt 
world markets. 

The United States has car- 
ried out a year-long study on 
the oil import question after 
the Independent Petroleum 
Association of America 
(EPAA) asked for action on 
the issue, citing a law 
empowering the government 


to take action if imports pose 
a threat to national security. 

But die study concluded in 
a report sent to President Bill 
Qizi ton last month that curb- 
ing imports was not the 

answer. 

“The costs of import res- 
trictions would have a nega- 
tive effect on our economy 
and would not correct some 
of the major reasons for our 
increasing dependence on 
foreign ofl," Mr. Reinsch 
said. 

Joshua Gotbaum, assistant 
secretary of defence for eco- 
nomic security, stressed that 
the United States was a lot 
less dependent on imports 
than its European and 
Japanese allies. 

He added that the Penta- 
gon was satisfied it could 
meet its ofl needs even if it 
had to carry out two regional 
military operations at one 
time. 


Israel could be among most developed 
nations — chief economist 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israel’s chief eco- 
nomist said Tuesday that the 
Jewish state could become 
one of the world’s most de- 
veloped nations if the govern- 
ment accelrated economic re- 
forms. 

Bank of Israel Director 
Yaacov Frenkel, presenting 
the central bank's annual re- 
port at a news conference, 
said the economy was “com- 
fortably situated'' to continue 
growing at an annual rate of 
around five per cent. 

“The Israeli economy 
stands before a golden oppor- 
tunity to take a path towards 
a high ranking among tire 
developed nations," he said. 
4> The potential for growth is 
high.” 

The 400-page report 
summarised 19 94 data pub- 
lished recently by the Central 
Statistics Burean which Mr. 
Frenkel said reflected an 
overall positive economic 
performance: . ... " 


— The economy grew 6.5 
per cent, and four per cent 
per capita. 

— Industrial output grew 
7.6 per cent. 

— Exports grew 10.8 per 
cent. 

— Unemployment fell 
from 10 per cent to 7.8 per 
cent, despite a continuing im- 
migration wave that brought 
more than 600,000 newcom- 
ers, most from the former 
Soviet Union, since 1990. 

— Real wages rose 10 per 
cent, with the average 
monthly salary around 3,900 
shekels, or $1300- Annual 
per capita income is about 
$14,000, on par with some 
countries in western Europe. 

The statistics reflected a 
continuing economic boom 
partly attributed to widening 
markets as a decades-old 
Arab boycott eases, and die 
country’s emergence as a ma- 
jor hi-tech exporter. 

But Mr. Frenkel noted that 
long-term growth., was-.-erv-- 


dangered by relatively high 
inflation, which was 14.5 per 
cent last year. He also criti- 
cised tire six per cent rise in 
private consumption and re- 
latively low savings rate of 18 
per cent of disposable in- 
come. 

Productivity has remained 
stagnant for several years, 
primarily becuase of a high 
number of immigrants requir- 
ing retraining, he said. 

Mr. Frenkel praised the 
government for recent deci- 
sions to cut taxes and spend- 
ing by 1.2 billion shekels 
($400 million) each and hand 
out to citizens options for the 
purchase of $2 billion in 
stocks of state-owned com- 
panies. 

But be said a more deter- 
mined reform drive was 
needed. 

“In 1994 there was insuffi- 
cient progress. Unequivocal 
action to reduce government 


continue opening up the eco- 
nomy.. .will increase the sta- 
bility necessary for growth,” 
he said. 

Mr. Frenkel said that de- 
spite relatively low inflation 
in the last three months, he 
would continue tight monet- 
ary policies. The central 
bank’s interest rate is now 
14.8 per cent. 

He also said he opposed 
devaluing the shekel, long 
holding at about three to the 
U.S. dollar, despite domestic 
price rises. The stable ex- 
change rate combined with 
theiDcreasing costs are 
undercutting exporters’ pro- 
fits. 

The high interest rates and 
declining profits are among 
the reasons cited for a col- 
lapse of the Tel Aviv Stock 
Exchange, which lost nearly 
40 per cent of its paper value 
during 15194. 

The market's Mishtanim 


involvement in the economy, , f . index rose 1.4 per cent Tues- 
accelerate 'privatisation and - day to 163.2. 


IEA sees need for cooperation 
on energy security 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Six countries could be called 
on to meet more than half of 
global ofl demand by 2010, 
raising concerns about vul- 
nerability of importers to any 
supply crisis, an International 
Energy Agency (IEA) offi- 
cial said Tuesday. 

IEA Deputy Executive 
Director John Ferriter told a 
sub-Saharan oil and minerals 
conference oil demand was 
expected to grow to between 
85 and 105 million barrels per 
day by 2010. 

“IEA estimates show that 


six countries — Saudi Ara- 
bia, Iran, Iraq, United Arab 
Emirates, Kuwait and Veoe- 
zueal — might be called upon 
to produce more than 50 per 
cent of the world's oil (by 
2010),” be said. 

The IEA recently pro- 
jected the world would use an 
average 69.2 million barrels 
daily tins year, a million up 
on last year when global oil 
demand was its highest for 
five years. 

The projected growth in 
import dependency raised 
concerns about “vulnerability 


to economic dislocation in 
the event of a supply disrup- 
tion,” Mr. Ferriter said. 

He said any number of 
events could again shake 
world oil markets and sug- 
gested an effective emergen- 
cy response measure was to 
hold stocks. 

IEA member countries 
had agreed to hold emergen- 
cy stocks equivalent to at 
least 90 days of net imports, 
he said, adding that they pre- 
sently bold about 175 days of 
stocks. 

But, should they decide to 


maintain the same ratio of 
stocks to imports in the fu- 
ture as they now do, they 
would need to increase stocks 
by some 40 per cent by the 
year 2010. 

“In addition, the projected 
lower share of IEA countries 
in world oil consumption will 
put an extra burden on them 
in times of ofl crisis, since 
non-OECD countries with 
burgeoning ofl demand may 
not be adequately equipped 
in terms of stockholding to 
deal with a supply disrup- 
tion,” Mr. Ferriter said. 


Peanuts 


TAKE DANCE LESSONS.' 
THEY SAID-.YOU'LL BE A 
BETTER PERSON ..YOU'LL 
EVEN SLEEP BETTER 
AT NIGHT. y 




Andy Capp 



THEY LIKE SURPfSISES 
. —BUT THEY WANT A 
COUPLE OF WEEKS < 
NOTICE — - — J 



Mutt‘n*Jeff 

; m LOv^ FIX~ yoU 

ME ANOTHER] 

: DRINK/ rl INTERRUPTING 
i — l My COOKING.! J\ 


WELL.tHEN 
FIX ME A 
DOUBLE/ / 1 



DON'T BE SILLY/ 
you CAN’T EVEN 
LIFT YOUR HEAD 
UP/ JT 


WELL, THEN LIFT IT 1 
UP TO MY MOUTH, J 

BUT DON’T j 

SPILL ANY/ J 6 



But he stressed that 
Washington was well aware 
that Iraq and Iran “both pose 
direct military threats to the 
Gulf region" and said the 
U.S. Defence Department 
“is prepared to prevent 
potential military adversaries 
from interfering with the 
global flow of ou.” 

The IPAA is urging Con- 
gress to take action to boost 
the U.S. domestic ofl indus- 
try, which has lost 57,100 
jobs in the past five years. 
Assistant energy secretary 
for policy Susan Tierney 
urged the Republican Con- 
gress to abandon planned 
Budget cuts to the domestic 
industry, notably spending 
for research into new tech- 
nology to find ane extract oil. 

She said the government 
will be sending proposals for 
• financial and amer i nc entives 
for the industry to the White 
House in the next week. 


PARIS (AFP) — The IMF 
has given itself one more 
month to complete a plan for 
a rescue fond to ensure that 
cash is available for any new 
crisis along the lines of foe 
Mexican devaluation, monet- 
ary sources have said. 

The plan is expected to be 
part of a package of measures 
proposed by foe head of the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), Michel Camdessus, to 
strengthen foe fond's capac- 
ity to cope with foe strains of 
a changing environment. 

The proposals might in- 
clude features to make extra 
monetary reserves available 
to Russia and other ex- 
communist IMF members, 
foe sources said. 

The plan was likely to be 
ready in time for the spring 
meeting of foe interim com- 
mittee, foe IMF’s top policy-, 
making body. 

The sources said that staff 
were trying to put together a 
“credible” package for dis- 


U.S. targets India in 
Asia trade strategy 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The U.S. administration is 
pursuing a policy of increas- 
ing trade and cooperation 
with foe rapidly growing eco- 
nomies of South Asia, parti- 
cularly India, lawmakers 
were told. 

“India is one of foe world's 
most important big emerging 
markets,” said Jeffrey Gar- 
ten, under secretary of com- 
merce for international trade. 
“There are tremendous 
opportunities for the United 
States there.” 

Mr. Garten and other offi- 
cials appearing before a Sen- 
ate Foreign Relations sub- 
committee said Washington 
is moving aggressively to im- 
prove ties in the region, and 
that the outlook for India 
has considerably brightened 
since economic reforms be- 
gan in 1991. 

“Stability and growth in 
India are of enormous im- 
portance through southern 


U.S. visit of Prime Minister 
P.V. Narasimha Rao and 
visits to India by several 
cabinet-level delegations in 
foe last year. 

“These are not simply 
effort to show foe flag,” Mr. 
Garten said. “They are effort 
to lay the foundation for a 
new U.S. -India relationship 
that immediately and impor- 
tantly benefits both coun- 
tries.” 

Mr. Garten said disputes 
over intellectual property 
rights and human rights 
should not undermine foe 
U.S. policy of increasing 
cooperation with India, 
whose population is expected 
‘to top one billion by foe turn 
of foe century. 

“The challenge is to deal 
with all of these (problems) 
just as we deal with our 
closest allies, and that is that 
no one issue undercuts the 
entire relationship,” be said. 
“It used to be that (emerging 


Asia, .from. foe_ Middle East • markets) iveieseeh as foreign 
to Indochina,” he said,; “It policy problems. Now we 


would be hard to describe a 
nation that could be more 
central to our interests in the 
century ahead — or one with 
whom foe promise of coop- 
eration and friendship is 
greater.” 

While bilateral trade re- 
mains comparatively small, 
Mr. Garten said increased 
U.S. interest in India has 
been demonstrated by foe 


want to view them as oppor- 
tunities for new, mutually be- 
neficial realationshijps." 

Mr. Garten ana Energy 
Secretary Haze! O’Leary told 
foe panel that foe administra- 
tion of President Bill Clinton 
was also seeking increased 
economic cooperation with 
Pakistan, but freed limits be- 
cause of a legislative ban on 
certain types of aid. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished apartment, 3-bedrooms with a 
large garden at Al-Rabiyeh. 

Please call: 602150 
After 12 p.m. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“You took all the marshmallow hearts 
in my cereal and painted them black. 
You’re upset about something, right?” 





Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


I 5 ei« 5 l 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
torm the suipnse answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow} 

Yesterday's I Jumbtes: BL00D MANGY NIPPLE BARREN 
| Answer. Whaithe well aggers thought ot their work ^ 
BORING 


cussion by foe 24-membet 
ministerial committee sche- 
duled to meet in Washington 
on April 26, but were still 
working on the details. 

The Paris-based Interna- 
tional Herald Tribune (IHT) 
quoted Mr. Camdessus as 
saying he planned to propose 
distributing 16 trillion Special 
Drawing Rights (SDRs) (ab- 
out $24 billion) to the poorest 
IMF members and 38 other 
countries, including foe ex- 
Soviet republics. 

Mr. Camdessus was re- 
ported as saying that bis 
proposal also involved setting 
an additional 20 billion SDRs 
($30 billion) aside for a spe- 
cial fund intended as a safety 
net to be drawn upon if IMF 
members were to face 
another financial emergency 
like the one which hit Mexico 
at foe end of December. 

The IMF mobilised about 
$18 billion last January as 
part of a rescue for Mexico 
amounting to about $51 bil- 
lion. 

Mr. Camdessus has also 
said that foe fund was con- 
sidering ways of providing an 
“early warning” system to 
detect potential problems in 
countnes’ financial and 
monetary management be- 
fore they reach crisis propor- 
tions. 

Other components of the 
package, according to Mr. 
Camdessus, might include a 
further increase in IMF 
quotas — the shares in foe 
fund's capital subscribed by 
member countries and based 
on criteria reflecting their re- 
lative weight in foe world 
economy. 

An alterantive to a quota 
increase — the latest one 
took effect at the end of 1992 
— would be to increase the 
amount committed for lend- 
ing to foe IMF by foe Group 
ofTen leading financial pow- 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY MARCH 29, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, CarmU Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Make arrangements now for 
recreations you want to enjoy in the future. Show your finest talent 
to others and gain their support. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Do' what you era at h6me : today to 
have. more harmony, there. Sidestep a- foe who has done yon much 
harm in the past and wfll continue to do so if not prevented. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Add to your success by dealing 
devevty with others and put your ideas to work intelligently. Be 
careful of your reputation in any situation where a woman is 
concerned. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Yon must use tact and 
diplomacy at this time if you are to gain your wishes. Take exercise 
to improve yonr health and vitality. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Know what it is that yon reaOy want and 
then go after it in a positive way. Strive to have more harmony with 
family members and loved ones. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Take time to concentrate on 
just where you're going and how best to gain your true aims. Gain 
more support from a loved one today in any endeavour. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Contacting influential 
persons and showing yonr admiration for than brings fine results. 
Improve yonr appearance to those you come in contact with. 

SCORPIO: (October Z3 to November 21) Study new outlets drat 
could bring added success in the future. Become more involved in 
community affairs and gain the prestige of others. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You have a true 
understanding of a new interest and can gain yonr a™ easily today. 
Think along constructive lines in any project. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Get busy at regular 
routines and plan how they can be made easier and more profitable 
in the future. Be logical in any of your projects. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Contact an ally who is 
progressive and come to a fine meeting of the minds. Find a better 
way to gain your most cherished aims that yon desire today. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You are able to make 
improvements to your environment today. Cooperate with fellow 
associates and get much accomplished. You will find others to 
support your position. 

Births tone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper 


THE Daily Crossword b,c F H U ^ 


ACROSS 
1 Noisy dosing 
5 Desert garments 
9 Volt briefly 
13 Detroit 
headache 

15 VUage or handel 

16 MMvnash 

17 Horsey's be! 
town 

IB Hawks* place 

19 Grandmother 

20 Cop's quarry 

22 Final word 

23 Merriment 

24 Gatte 
26 Skipped 

wedding 


30 Mm feature 

31 Mischievous 
Norse god 

32 River of Hades 

35 Ad scheme 

39 Spread compost 

41 — poltol 

42 Houston pro 

43 Interest in an 
enterprise 

44 Vienna's land 
abOr. 

4fl Math course, 
bneUy 

47. Hairs 

46 Evaluate 

SI Coast 

53 Animal food 


ao aryisri 
56 Cop's quarry 

62 Long and lean 

63 Posted 

64 Roger or Demi 

65 Exhort 

66 Robt. — 

67 Supvie's 
opposite 

66 Borscht 
Ingredem 

69 Modemdaydnp 

70 Stepped on 
DOWN 

1 Chunky portion 

2 Queen of Sparta 

3 “ — Cor All 
Seasons" 

4 Plants! 
Theloniou* 


mmgmmmmum amaii 

UBBBM lill MBB 

i ■■■ M MBS 

MBBBBMBBBB Jill 

. „ . Jill iilllB 

iliiM hbbb V 

mu Mam mbmmh 
llllil MU MHU 
HIIII MUM mid 
mbmb lain 
aim Han V 
>■■■■ MHiiuaaoi 
iSSS mu* 

MBBfl HBBB HflBBB 
MBBB HBBB MBMVl 


Qlgas TmwHMahBMut 
Mogha raw HULL 


5 Sun-dried brick 

6 Frozen dessert 

7 British composer 
6 Like a cathedral 

9 Swindlers . 

10 San Antonio 

AhririA 


11 Coal insmt 

12 Bank business 
14 Ostoite's land 
2i Auto pioneer 
25 Moreno or Gam 
26 -Desire Under 

the— ■ 

27 Bumpkin 

28 Tea. neighbor 

29 Dp 
SOWWllfoe 

33 Certain Asran 

34 One addressed 

36 Rafctontf— 

37 Rainbow 

38 Egg - 
401j>gale* 

45 Chora 

46 Decrease 

50 Electioneer 

51 Ponton 


Puzzle salved: 


□□□□ □□□□□ □□□□ 
□□UU □□□□□ □□□□ 
DQLJQ □!!□□□ □□□□ 
□□□DEB □□□□□□□O 
□QQQ □□□□ • 

□QQQQI1QO □□□□EQ 

□mu pciuLJD ddeqb 
UBLU9 UQQLJQ QQUD 
aUQQD □□□□□ QD2 

bqbqdb □□□amacn 

■ . OBBB □□□□ • 
□□□QQBDD OQDaQQ 
□□□□ □BOOB OBBB 
Quay uauuu bqqb 
lOQBQQO PDQQ 



ers, presently 17 bfllioa SDR 
(about $25.5 billion) under 
thier so-called general agree- 
ment to borrow (GAfijT 
The SDR is foe IMF's 
monetary reserve asset, 
established in 1968, which 
can be held by countries in 
the hr monetary reserves or 
used in official transactions 
with other holders. 

This asset, currently valued 
at about $1.50, is also used as 
a unit of account by interna- 
tional financial institutions. 

The 38 new members of 
foe IMF which would benefit 
from foe proposed SDR dis- 
tribution are those which 
have so far not had access to 
this asset because they joined 
after 1981, when the last 
allocation of SDRs was com- 
pleted. 

Following pressure from 
foe United States and other 
Group of Seven (G-7) powers 
fpr international finance in- 
stitutions to shoulder a large 
share of foe burden of assist- 
ance to Russia and other 
ex-communist countries, the 
IMF last year proposed a 
three-tier funding package. - 

It proposed a general 
allocation of 36 billion SDRs 
($54 billion), a one-year ex- 
tension of its syste mic tra ps- 
formation facility (STF) set 
up two years ago to help 
countries in transition make 
foe first steps on foe road 
towards reform, and a wide- 
ning of the limits for access to 
IMF resources for all mem- 
bers in need of balance of 
payments support. 

Mr. Camdessus* call for an 
allocation of 36 billion SDRs 
was blocked by foe G-7 coun- 
tries which instead opted for 
a British- American proposal 
for a much more limited 
allocation. This in turn was 
blocked by developing na- 
tions. 


w«iiy 
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. ... A . - 
: ■ . 




52 Depend 

53 Underground 
worker 

54 Did something 

55 Cudgel 


57 TV part. . 

56 Haven V 

59 Boggy ptfn 

60 CanoaiWP®* 9 
81 Preiww9>* 
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fr* OWNERS OF res- 
taurants and confectionery 
stores are locked in a dispute 
with the Municipality of 
Greater Amman (MGA) 
over the usage of space in 
front and around their shops. 
According to the business- 
men, their usage of the front 
and side yards has been 
licensed by the MGA many 
years ago against a fee of ID 
5 per square metre which was 
raised later to JD 30 per 
square metre. Few months 
ago, the MGA hiked the fee 
to JD 70 per square metre for 
restaurants ana confectionery 
stores in prime areas. In 
other locations, the fee was 
hiked either to JD 60 or JD 
45 but those businesses which 
were charged JD 30 were not 
affected. As the businesses in 
prime areas, such as Shmeisa- 
ni and Wasfi A1 Tel (Gar- 
dens) Street, denounced die 
higher fees, die MGA re- 
duced the fees from JD 75 to 
JD 50 per square metre for 
prime areas and from JD 60 
to JD 40 per square metre for 
second-best locations. 

The reduction in fees did 
not appease the high-street 
rest&uranteurs and patisserie 
owners who still refuse to pay 
the dues by the March 31, 
1995 deadline. They say there 
is no reason for raising the 
fees which they cannot pay 
under the present economic 
slowdown. Stressing that 
their front and side yards had 
beautified the area, the 
businessmen said the author- , 
ides should give them more 
facilities and encouragement 
instead of putting additional 
obstacles to their projects. 
MGA Mayor Mamdouh 
Abbadi emphasised that side- 
walks and front yards belong 
to pedestrians in the first 
place and any use of these 
pavements by businesses was 
a violation that the MGA will 
not accept. He emphasised 
that “we cannot implement 
the laws and regulations on 
public restaurants in King 
Talal Street, Qweismeb and 
Wihdat and not be able to 
implement them on higb- 
style restaurant owners in 
Shmeisani and Wasfi AJ Tel 
Street. The law must be im- 
plemented on everybody. 1 * 

Eh. Abbadi said the MGA 
was not seeking profit but 
rather to end violations and 
that courts will decide in the 
dispute between the MGA 
and the businessmen. 

Tareq Siraj, owner of 
strand cofieesbop, said no 
one has the right to use the 
pavement but the problem is 
really in the front space and 
yards around the building. 
He added; “How can the 
municipality convince me 
that I am violating the regula- 
tions but if I pay the fees they 
request I am no longer in 
violation.” He contested Dr. 
Abbadi’s statement that all 
businesses should be treated 
equally, noting that a falafel 
sandwich cost 130 fils every- 
where but rents are not the 
same everywhere” (A1 Ra’i 
+ A1 Aswaq). 


☆☆ THE CIVIL Consumer 
Corporation lowered prices 
on 170 items at all its 30 
branches. Tbe reduction in 
prices range between 10 to 65 
per cent (Al Ra'i). 

frfr ELECTRIC ENERGY 
generated from A1 Risheh 
gas field accounts for only 18 
per cent of the total electric 
power needed for the country, 
(Al Ra’i). 


•frit UNDER AN agreement 
signed between the Rafia In- 
dustrial Company (RIC) and 
an Iraqi government institu- 
tion, KlC started exporting 
four mfllion plastic bags to 
Baghdad at a cost of $860,000 
(Al Aswaq). 

trb TO ENCOURAGE au- 

sing safer and less-polluting 
cars, tbe Cabinet decided to 
exempt general safety and 
anti-pollution equipment in 
cars from customs tariffs (Al 
Aswaq). 


Market turmoil slashes income {Mitsubishi, Ba nk of Tokyo to 

2„ f G H!£, i F estm .^ t s l i 5S. . merge into world’s biggest bank 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Turbulence in world financial 
markets slashed the earnings 
of the biggest joint Gulf in- 
vestment venture by more 
than half in 1994 despite a 
growth in overall assets, the 
company said Tuesday. 

The Gulf Investment Cor- 
poration (GIC), owned by 
the governments of the six 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states, said it still 
made cash dividends for 
shareholders despite tbe de- 
cline in net profits. 

Net income plummeted to 
$62.2 millio n in 1994 from 
$128.5 million in 1993 and 
around $80.8 million in 1992, 
the Knwaiti-based company 
said in a statement sent to 
AFP from Riyadh, where the 
GCC finance ministers 
approved its 1994 balance 
sheet Monday. 

The ministers, who make 
up tbe board of directors, 
aiso endorsed a general 
assembly recommendation 
for a cash dividend of $37.5 
milli on compared to as high 
as $60 million in 1993, the 


statement said. 

“Although well below the 
performance in 1993, the pro- 
fits were achieved against the 
backdrop of exceptional 
turbulence in inter national 
markets,” said Kuwaiti Fi- 
nance Minister Naser Al 
Rodban, GIC chairman. 

“This performance in a dif- 
ficult operating environment 
demonstrates the group’s di- 
versity of earnings stream 
and its ability to remain 
reasonably profitable at all 
points in the economic cycle, 
while at the same time sup- 
porting economic develop- 
ment and private enterprise 
in the Gulf region,” he 
added. 

The GIC, owned . equally 
by the six GCC states, offers 
a wide range of financial ser- 
vices in the areas of invest- 
ment banking, commercial 
banking and global markets. 
It also invests in projects in 
the region throngh other 
firms. 

But most of its assets are 
based abroad, mainly the 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Tuesday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 


1.4006/16 

1 . 4000/10 

1.5680/90 

1.1540/50 

28.82/86 

4.9345/95 

1697.2/2.2 

89.20/30 

7.2950/50 

6.2340/90 

5.5670/20 

$15990/00 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


One ounce of gold $382.20/382.60 


Precision 
-YaUorinS * 

Alteration* 
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West and South East Asia in 
stocks, bonds and bank de- 
posits. 

Bankers estimate total 
GCC overseas assets at more 
than $400 billion, most of 
which was invested during 
the oil boom 15 years ago. 

A world stock market 
crash in 1987 inflicted a loss 
of more than $25 billion on 
the six members while their 
income from overseas Invest- 
ment sharply fluctuated in 
the following years due to 
unstable U.S. dollar and in- 
terest rates. 


TOKYO (R) — Two of 
Japan's elite financial institu- 
tions, Mitsubishi Bank Ltd 
and Bank of Tokyo Ltd, said 
Tuesday they had reached a 
basic agreement to merge 
into the world's biggest bank. 

The merger would create a 
formidable financial player 
and step up pressure on rivals 
in danger of being left be- 
hind, industry analysts said 
after initial reports — denied 
by bank spokesmen — jolted 
Japanese financial markets. 


“In the last several years, 
financial markets in tbe world 
and Japan have been chang- 
ing rapidly. Coping with this 
was a major reason for seek- 
ing the merger,” Bank of 
Tokyo (BOT) President 
Tasuku Takagaki told a news 
conference. 

Mitsubishi is Japan's third 
largest commercial bank in 
terms of deposits and BOT is 
the 10th largest, 

A marriage between the 
two banks — rumoured for 


AMKIUC riNJWICXAIi MJURKXS 
BOOSING BUR CENTER ANHUI - SHMEISANI 
TELEPHONE: 660170 / 663170 
OMUHXZEO MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR TtJSEOAY 28/ 


COMPANY'S NAME 


JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

JORDAN NATIONAL .BANK / HEN 

BAN K Of JORDAN 

THE HOUSING BANK 

JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 

JORDAN GULP BANK 

ARAB JORDAN I NV ESTME N T BANK 

JOHOAir TSLAHIC BANK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT 6 FINANCE BANK 

BEIT KLHAL SAVXHG6IHVESTMENT FOR BOUSING 

AMSAB BANK FOR INVESTMENT 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 


28/03/1995 . 

vaujk 

prxv. crios INC 

TRADED 

'CLOSING PRICE 

JD 

PRICE 


34772 

4.460 

4.480 

2616 

4.360 

4.360 

4063 

3.280 

3.250 

9120 

6.100 

6.080 

509 

2.B60 

2.870 

4520 

1.130 

1.130 

3256 

3.500 

3.380 

17796 

3.790 

3.790 

2316 

3.650 

3.600 

3753 

3.000 

3.000 

14207 

1.100 

1.090 

3640 

1.220 
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JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 
ARAB LIFE 6 ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
THE NATIONAL AHLZA INSURANCE 


INSURANCE 


ECTOR 


INDEX NUMBER! 159.38 
CHANGB t -0.04* 


INDEX NUMBER: 135.27 
CHANGE i +0.49* 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POSER 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POKER /NEK 

JORDAN HOTE L £ TOURISM 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS /HEN 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINKS 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

KACHXHARX EQUIP. RENTING 6 MAINTENANCE 

UNITED KIDDLE BAST £ CCTMODORE HOTELS 

ARAB IN T E R. FOR INVESTMENT £ EDUCATION 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


INDEX HUMBER: 


129.95 

+1.48* 


THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

THL ARAB POTASH/NEK 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REFTKARX 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL fi AGRICULTURAL 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN DAIRY 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 
SPINNING £ NBA VINO 

RAFIA INDUSTRIES 

DAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT £ INVESTMENT 

ARAB INVESTMENT fi ZRBRNATZOHAL TRADE 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

LI V E S TOCK £ POULT RY 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING E TRADING 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO-CHEMZCAL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES 6 HATCH/ JXHCO 

NATI ONAL. .CABLE .fi W IRE MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN. SULP aD-CBHHCALS 

ARAB' 'OERTER 'FOR PBARMJ 'fi CHEMICALS 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES OO. 
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FOR RENT 

Many apartments and vffas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings of 
v*taa, flats, and bidding mb 


.A SECURE. 

Hotel 

Swelflyeti 


Commercial and 
— residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
TeL 81 0605/81 0608 
810528 
Fax: 818528 


Flat.O.TEL 

"^SECURITY 

^HOSPITALITY 

✓"GASTRONOMY 

All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 

4-JllXaH 4-Ai.afl •Cauak.m 

863044 -816690 


Cafe' 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweiffyeh 


la 


DOLLAR 


RENTACAR 


Your First Choice 
in Car Rental 


Shmeisani 

W 693399 


U 7JJ 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman. 




REAL ESTATE 

T*L 864230 
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Duraclean 


"Rower Fresh” cleaning 
for homes and businesses 
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English 

Speaking 

Staff 


m 


RENTA 


3.,l. HZJJ. llj^+ W 

RENTA 

RELIABLE CAR 

AT A 

RELIABLE PRICE 

TEL: 6 / 819676 
FAX : 6 / 819676 
ABDOUN 

WE HAVc NO OTHER BRANCHES 


j j 

\ I N N J 

StTapas 

Open ■ Daily; 


CARPET CLEANING 


FURNITURE CLEANING 


TEL 836692 


12a.m. - 12p.m. 

JehelcAnurum, ird circle 


Tel. 61 SO 61 


years — would cfeate the 
world’s biggest bank with 
assets of over 72 trillion yen 
($808 billion), outstripping 
currently top- ranking Sakura 
Bank Ltd, which has assets of 
over 53 trillion ven ($595 
billion), financial analysts 
stud. 

“They’re both in pretty 
good shape, and this would 
create a formidable bank,” 
said David Threadgold, 
analyst at Barclays de Zoete 
Wedd Securities (Japan). 

Other analysts echoed that 
view. 

"Mitsubishi has a very 
strong corporate culture, a 
very strong domestic franch- 
ise, and is backed up by the 
huge Mitsubishi Group. But 
internationally, it is not that 
strong,” said Brian Water- 
house, financial analyst at 
brokerage James Capel in 
Tokyo. 

“BOT is one of the elite 
international banks but weak 
domestically, and has been 
looking around for a domes- 
tic base,” he added. 

Details of tbe merger have 
yet to be decided, but Mitsu- 
bishi President Tsuneo 
Wakai said Mitsubishi would 
like the mercer to take place 
in April 1996 at the latest. 

Analysts said the corporate 
cultures of the two were a 
good fit. “In terms of culture, 
background and pedigree 
they’re closer than anyone 
except EBJ (Industrial Bank 
of Japan Ltd),” said Alicia 
Ogawa, financial analyst at 
Salomon Brothers Asia. 

“Everybody else lives on 
the other side of the tracks,” 
she added. 

Mr. Waterhouse said, 
however, that there was some 
question over whether the 
management of the new bank 
could successfully bring the 
two operations together. 

“It would be creating a 
powerhosne at home ana a 
powerhouse internationally, 
but would the management 
of that powerhouse be up to 
it? — it is a question.” be 
said. 

BOT is chaired by former 
Vice Finance Munster Toyoo 
Gyoten, a dappeT figure well- 
known in international finan- 
cial circles. Its president, Mr. 
Takagaki, was said to be a 
keen proponent of the mer- 
ger. 

Analysts also said the mer- 
ger would widen the gap 
among strong and weak 
banks and boost pressure on 
those struggling to write off 


STUDIO HAIG 

Profesrional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
atom 30% h u mor 


• Wfoo mniarpt 
moot 20 x 30 cm 


Bank. Phone: 60404 
Swefieb tel: 823891 
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BHINESE RESTAURANT 


j 1 

TUfawaylsawfliNt 

Sh tt AMiab.Sint* 
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heaps of bad debt left from 
the bursting of Japan’s 1980s 
“bubble” economy of soaring 
land and share prices. 

Both BOT and Mistubishi, 
which is the only Japanese 
bank listed on the New York 
Stock Exchange, have made 
good progress in writing off 
their bad debt, analysts said. 

“It is becoming clear that 
the weak ones are increasing- 
iy bung left behind,” said - 
Takehito Yam an aka, analyst : 
at New Japan Research Insti- . 
tute. 

The merger, Mr. Yam ana- . 
ka added, would increase 
pressure on rivals such as ■ 
Sanwa Bank Ltd, Fuji Bank 
Ltd and Sumitomo Bank Ltd, . 
which are aiming to become 
“universal banks.” 

“They will have to do 
something such as link up 
with someone or speed up 
their write-offs of bad loans,” 
he said. But he added that 
merger options for most 
other banks were limited be- 
cause thier areas of business 
strength overlapped. 

The battered Tokyo stock 
market welcomed initial re- 
ports of tbe planned merger 
and the key Nikkei share 
average ended up 585.48 
points, or 3.64 per cent, at 
16.681.73. 

Some analysts said, howev- 
er, that the market’s reaction 
was overdone. “It's great 
news for Bank of Tokyo and 
certainly not bad news for 
Mitsubishi,” Mr. Ogawa 
said. “But I don't think it 
means anything for the rest of 
the banking sector or that it's 
a sign officials will bail out 
anyone.” 

Tbe merger will be the 
third major commericai bank 
merger this decade. In 1990 
Mitsui Bank and Taiyo Kobe 
Bank merged into what is 
now Sakura Bank. A year 
later, Kyowa Bank and Saita- 
ma Bank merged into Asahi 
Bank. 

Mitsubishi posted operat- 
ing profits of 130.2 billion yen 
($1.46 billion) in the six 
months to Sept. 30, 1994, 
down 6.5 per cent from the 
previous year. Last yean. it . 
took a majority stake in kifing 
Nippon Trust Bank ltdrthe 
first such takeover by a com- 
mercial bank. 

BOT posted half-year 
operating profits of 92.8 bil- 
lion yen ($1.04 billion), up 
3.7 per cent. 

Mitsubishi had 15,943 em- 
ployees as of last March whfle ' 
BOT had 8,517. 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 pm. 
6:30 - 11:30 pm, 

* TeL* 861038 


Turino ^Torino 


EXPRESS LUNCH 


45 Minutes - In and Out 1 
'smzsfiiAb . Y0UJi MQice 0* 

* Grilled Chicken with Zurich sauce 

* Grilled Fillet with pepper sauce 
” Piccata Umone ( veal ) 

* Grilled Hammour Provincial 
COWEE - CHOCOLATE ROUNO 


JD 7.00 (++) 


863944 - SWEIFIYRll 


Unique gold & gems jewelry, 
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Davis Cup 


Steffi Graf 


A1 Wihdat’s team 


Wihdat leave today on 
historic visit to Bethlehem I of No. 1 


By AJeen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff -Reporter 

AMMAN — -Jordan Soccer 
League champions A I 
Wihdat will go down in the 
country's sports archives as 
the first Jordanian team. to 
visit the occupied "territories 
since 1967 when they leave 
Amman for Bethlehem 
Wednesday on an invitation 
from Shabab Al Khalil Gub. 

During their 10-day visit Al 
Wihdat are scheduled to play 
five matches in Hebron, 
Jericho, Nablus. Jerusalem 
and the Gaza Strip. ■ 

During a recent visit to 
Amman, the host club’s ^offi- 
cials said sports fans and ‘offi- 
cials in the occupied territor- 
ies were enthusiastic about 
the momentous visit of the 
first Arab team to Gaza and 
the West .Bank, and that 
celebrations, a/td' a busy scher 


dule awaited Al Wihdat's de- 
legation. 

• The hosts also added that 
the team was also scheduled 
to meet PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat when the delega- 
tion visits the Gaza Strip on 
April' 7. 

Al Wihdat were crowned 
Jordan's soccer champions 
after finishing last season 
with only one defeat. They 
group a host of top players 
including Tsam Mahmoud, 
Naser Ghandour, Abdullah 
Abu Zame'h,- Jamal 
Mahmoud, Hisham and Jihad 
Abdul Mun’em. Marwan AJ 
Shamali. Ali Junta’, Yousef 


Al Ammouri and Samer 
Bahloz. The team also in- 
cludes, Ma'ad Rahhai, Faisal 
Suleiman, Sufyan Abdullah, 
Mohammad Mashini, Hamdi 
Zaghbout, Jalal Naim, 
Khaled Majdaiawi, Othman 
Barhoumfeh, Aiauddin Saleh, 
Adnan Tawil, Mohammad 
Afif, Munir Abu Hantash* 
and Haitham Smrein. 

■ Established in 1943, Sha- 
bab Al Khali] were the first 
Palestinian team to visit Jor- 
dan in 1978 when they play- 
ed Al FaisaD, Al Ahli and Al 
Ramtha. They were also the 
first Palestinian team to play 
in Europe in 1983. 


Schedule of Al Wihdat’s matches 
Hebron: Friday 31/3 Wihdat vs. Shabab Al Khalil 
Jericho: Sunday 4/2 Wihdat vs. HflaJ and Shabab 
Nablus: Tuesday 4/4 Wibdat vs. Nablns Clubs 
Gaza: Friday 7/4 Wihdat vs. . Gaza Clubs . 
Jerusalem: Sunday 9/4 Wibdat vs. Jerusalem Cltabs. 


Tyson cannot escape rumors 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Mike 
Tyson has enjoyed his first 
full days as a free man, but 
the farmer heavyweight box- 
ing champion cannot escape 
rumors swirling about possi- 
ble changes in his life. 

U.S. and European news- 
paper reports claim Tyson is 
married, planning a break 
front promoter Don King and 
possibly fighrtrrgin London in 


July. But there is little evi- 
dence to support any claims. 

New York Newsday re- 
ported Tyson has married 
Monica Turner, his 28-year- 
old girlfriend. One version of 
the story had the ceremony 
taking place in prison, 
although officials at the Indi- 
ana Youth Centre said it did 
not happen there. 

The Georgetown Universi- ; ' 


ty medical student was a fre- 
quent visitor during Tyson’s 
prison term and was with him 
Sunday in Indianapolis 
Tyson’s visit to a Muslim 
mosque Sunday could have 
included a wedding. Tyson 
spiritual advisor Mu hammed 
Siddeeq said only that the 
fighter would not have consi- 
dered such a move while he 
was’ a prisoner. 
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E mODERn SCHOOt 

Al-Asriyya 




Prof. Nassir El-Din Assad ( Chairman ) 

Prof. Mahmud Samra 

Prof. Kamel Abu Jaber 

Prof. Albert Butros 

Prof. Abdel Bari Durra 

Mrs . Nawal Hashisho Kamal 

Prof. As’ad Abdul Rahman ( Secretary ) 


- Mr. Faisal Ben Khadra ( Chairman ) 

- Prof. As’ad Abdul Rahman ( Deputy Chairman ) 

- Mrs. Nawal Hashisho Kamal ( School Director General } 

- Prof. Nayef Kharma 

- Dr . Amer Al- Salti 


The Modern School / Al-Asriyya is a school that aims at providing quality 
education and creating a homogeneous warm environment that binds teachers, students 
and parents . It is keen on developing cultural awareness and behaviour compatible 
with our grand heritage of family ties and modernized social values . 
The strategy of the Modern School / AL-Asriyya is to build a strong Arabic 
language base together with a strong English that would facilitate opening new 
horizons in education and international contacts . Special care shall be given to other 
areas in education , i.e. developing a scientific approach to thinking and analysis , 
discovering and encouraging special talents and providing for special learning needs . 
To meet such criteria , highly qualified and experienced staff are needed , Some 
vacancies are still open in the following fields for the school year 1995/96 : 







Kindergarten Level : 

- Kindergarten teachers 

- Qualified Nurse . 

The Basic School ( grades 1-8 ) : 

-Home-room teachers (Grades 1-3 ) - 

- Counsellors . 

- Teachers of : 

. - Arabic . 

- English ( Native speakers of English are welcome ) . 

- French ( Native speakers of French are welcome ) . 

- Mathematics . 

_ _ - Sciences ( Physics Chemistry , Biology ) . 

w - Social Studies ( History , Geography , etc ) . 

- Computer Education . 

- Creative Arts . 

Qualifications Required: 

Bachelor Degree in Child Education for KG teachers . 

- Bachelor degree in the relevant subject matter with a minimum of three years experience 

- Good command of English particularly for Sciences , Mathematics , 

Social Sciences , Computer Education , and KG teachers . 


Applicants a re 1 kindly invited to send their CV and a. recent photograph to : 

... . P.O.Box : 1002 Amman - 11821 - Jordan 



Security men gear up 


for Sampras and Co 


MIAMI (AFP) — Germany’s 
Steffi Graf moved within just 
one point of Spain's Arantxa 
Sanchez in the battle for 
World number-one states af- 
ter winning the Iipton Cham- 
pionships at the weekend. 

WTA rankings released 
here Monday show Graf with 
an average of 298.82 points 
compared to 299.44 to San- 
chez. 

Japan’s Kimiko Date rose 
one place to eighth following 
her run to the finals . 

Date’s compatriot Naoko 
Sawamatsn, Magdalena 
Maleeva of Bulgaria, Yugos- 
lavia’s Iva Majoli, Julie 
Halard of France and Judith 
Wiesner of Austria also rose 
one place. 


299.44 
1*1. 
298*2 
221*5 
185*1 
174*7 
143.48 
ISIS! 
128*7 
111.96 
108*4 
183*3 
95*6 
94.78 
88*2 
76*7 
71*2 
68*6 
67.13 
•6M3... , 
61*7 


PALERMO. Sicily (AFP) — 
Ultra-tight security surrounds 
the top seeded United States 
tennis team here as they pre- 
pare for this weekend’s Davis 
Cup quarter-final against Ita- 
ly- 

Up to 40 gun-toting police 
officers — 25 in uniform and 


the rest in plain clothes 
have been detailed to shadow 


the visiting squad, which fea 

cures world number one Pete 


Sampras and number two 
Andre Agassi. 

The all-star pair arrived in 
the Sicilian capital Monday 
night on a private jet from 
London. They travelled from 
New York on Concorde after 


contesting Sunday's final of 
the Lipton Championships in 
Miami, won by Agassi in 
straight sets. 

Police will escort the 


Americans on their daily 
commute from the five-star 


Villa Igiea Hotel overlooking 
the harbour to the tennis 



ity for visiting celebrities is an 
everday concern. 

The American contingent 
has reserved 34 rooms on the 


second floor of the luxury 
hotel. The also have a suite for 


eating, massages and relax 
ing. On daily order from 
room service, 50 kilos of rice. 


Sampras, who has been 
known to suffer from a deli- 


cate stomach on his foreign 
sorties, may not get to taste 
the famed Sicilian food. 


Sampras and Agassi have 
put their rivalry for the top 
spot in world tennis on hold 
this week in order to join 
forces for the American 


team. Sampras leads the ATP 
Tour standings by just 227 
points and when the two re- 
turn to tournament play, the 
positions could easily change 
in April. 

"Pete is not the enemy, 
you know,” Agassi said ab- 
out the relationship between 
the two stars. “I have a great 
amount of respect for him on 
a lot .of. levels... 

“We've both played our 
whole lives for moments like 
this. We have one thing on 
our mind and that is to win 
the Davis Cup. We’re going 
to do this together.” 

Playing for Italy at the 
5,100-seat venue — three 
times as many tickets could 
have been sold had the Ita- 
lian federation chosen a lar- 
ger club such as Milan or 
Rome — will be world num- 
ber 19 Andrea Gaudenzi and 
Renzo Furlan in the singles. 

Stefano Pesconsolido and 
Christian Brandi will take on 
the Australian Open cham- 

6 ions, Jared Palmer and 
ichey Reneberg, in the dou- 
bles. 

Agassi and Sampras were 
scheduled for a first hit on the 
slow red day of Palermo ten- 
nis club later on Tuesday. 

Will favourites’ plans 
come through? 

According to the form 
book defending champions 
Sweden, last year's finalists 
Russia, the United States and 
Germany should all be safely 



Pete Sampras 


through to the semi-finals of 
the Davis Cup by next Mon- 
day— a repeat of the 1994 
line-up. 

The trouble is that when it 
comes to the men's team 
event, things don't always go 
according to plan. 

Sweden, overwhelming 
favourites against modest 
Denmark, had to struggle for 
survival in the first round of 
this year's competition after 
losign both of the opening 
singles in Copenhagen. 

And illness and injuries 
helped send expereienced 
Australia, winners of the tro- 
phy on 26 occasions, crashing 
out to South Africa in Dur- 
ban, while the 1992 cham- 
pions Switzerland were top- 
pled in Geneva by the 
Netherlands. 

The new Swedish captain, 
Carl- Axel Hageskog, must 
have wondered what had 
gone wrong in his first outing 
with the btleholders in the 
Danish capital when first 
Jonas Bjorkman fell to Ken- 
neth Carlsen and then former 
world number-one Stefan 
Ed berg suffered a humiliat- 
ing four-sets defeat against 
125th-ranked Frederik Fet- 


terlein. 

Hageskog certainly looked 
a very relieved man when 
Bjorkman clinched the tie 
with a thrilling five-set win 
over Fetteriein in the final 
singles — especially since the 
Swedish player at one stage 
trailed by two sets to one. 

This weekend the Swedes 
enjoy home advantage when 
they face Austria in Vaxjo. 
But they will be taking no- 
thing for granted against a 
team that dropped only four 
sets in a surprisingly one- 
sided 4-1 victory over Spain 
in Vienna. 

In-form Magnus Larsson, 
who took eventual winner 
Andre Agassi through three 
tough sets in the semi-finals 
at Key Biscayne at the 
weekend, returns to take the 
top singles spot from Edberg 
for the first time. Larsson is 
currently ranked 14th — two 
places higher than the declin- 
ing Edberg — and his pre- 
sence in the team will enable 
Bjorkman to concentrate on 
the doubles alongside Jan 
Apell. 

The Austrian hero against 
Spain was baseline power- 
house Thomas Muster who 


VACANCIES AVAILABLE 


An international corporation project is seeking candidates 
(female, male), for a period of 18 months employment, to fill the 
following positions : 

- Institutional Development Associate. 

- Data Development Associate. 

- Logistics Associate. 

Candidates should meet the following Qualifications : 

1- Jordanian nationality. 

2- Minimum education level of a B.S. degree in agribusiness, or related 
areas, A post-graduate degree would be a plus. 

3- Excellent capability to read, write and speak both the Arabic and 
English languages. 

4- Demonstrated excellent planning and communication skills. 

5- Strong knowledge of the use of office equipment including computers. 

6- Vision for Jordan's future as a first rate exporter of fresh fruit and 
vegetables. 

7- Must have a valid driver License. 

All applicants should submit a one page statement, in English, 
addressing the potential future for Jordanian fresh produce exports. 

Dead line for receiving applications is Thursday April 6th, 1995 
please, mail your C.V. to : 

The Administrator 
P-O. Box 9145 
Amman, Jordan 


won both his singles against 
Carlos Costa and Sergi Bra- 
■ guera in straight sets. ■it.-i- . 

Master, who also gave- r 
Germany a scare in 1994 ' !:r • 
when he defeated Michael ■ 

Stich in a five-and-a-half boor 
marathon, is again expected 1 
to be the main danger man 1 ' 
against Sweden. But the A* : 
strian number-two, Gilbert : 
Schaller, also goes into the ' --.V 
match foil of confidence fol- . 

lowing his victory in the^ a-.' 
ATP's $213,000 event in tj- . 
Casablanca on Sunday. ' ^ 

Russia, who dearly want a - ' ; . r 
second bite of the cherry. 1 ‘ 
after their disappointing de- ^ -■ :■ 
feat in their first-ever appear- -. j 1 
ance in the final of the coni' f : : 
petition last year, face South.; '•*?_ 
Africa in Moscow’s Olympic - - 

Stadium. ; , ' : ^: 1 ; 

Their exciting sixth-ranked _ 
player Yevgeny Kafelnikov *3 
will again be joined by.-j ^ 
Andrei Chesnokov, Alexan^: 
der Volkov and Andrei- j ^ • 
Olhovskiy who lined op to, - 1 
complete the comfortable 4-1. * _ v:z: 
first-round win over Belgium'. 
in Antwerp under new cap- 1 
tain Anatoly Lepeshin. ’ / 

The South Africans, whose ’ •' 

only triumph in the event ; • 

came in the form of a walkK * -r 

over victory against India in." ; . 

the 1974 final, will plan their. , 
strategy around world nnuKy^ 
ber 11 Wayne Ferreira. v ! : V* •: 

Ferreira has been the drivv ^ 
ing force which' has led tbe_ 1 
country back into the World . . 3< 
Group from the Euro I"/ r.’jivT v 
African Zone in 1992 after ^ 
the years of political isola- t 
tion. He has an excel!®* 
record in the event 
been beaten only once 
singles matches. ' 




Jordan Na 
Wrestling Ti 
off to the 




Acropolis 
Tournament 

MUNIR SALLAQ 
Ahmad Faez, Fahd Nof» 
and Abed Al Hakim Yfr 
qonb are off to Athctf 
today to represent Jordan 
in the International Acro- 
polis Tournament where 23 
countries wfl] be paitidpat- 

^he tournament is one of 

the preparatory events ft* 
the' World CbampiotshJp 
in Czechoslovakia tb« 
September. The team wj. 
also bepartiapating to 
Asian Toarnament in h aD 
this summer. 

Munir Sallaq, rankiftS 
2nd in the Middle East isa» 

employee of the 
Grand Amman where 
team was hosted. 
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Pistons’ Allan Houston (right) pots his arm out to stop Denver Nuggets Dale EHb 
during their NBA match (AFP photo) 

urs, Jazz upset opponents 


TROIT (R) — David 
inson scored 10 of his 40 
is in a key 12-0 run in the 
~ quarter to lead the San 
onto Spurs to. their eighth, 
ight win, 114-93 victory 
r the Detroit Pistons 
tday. 

We got really sloppy after 
first quarter,” said 
.inson. Ail of a sudden it 
down to six. That’s when 
Id them, “we’re going 
: e. Give me the ball.” 
ie Pistons took their only 


of the game by scoring 
first basket and pulled 
n 80-74 with 1:35 re- 
ing in the third quarter. 

- >an Antonio and Robin- 
ountered with 12-0 surge 

■ ke a commanding 92-74 
with 10:39 to play. 

. Ian Houston scored 24 
s for the Pistons, who 

• jed to 2-8 in their last 10 

S. 

Indiana, Mark Jackson 
-d 10 of his 22 points in 
>urth quarter as the Indi- 
'acers held off the New 

• / Nets, 98-87. 

-ggie Miller scored 25 

- i for the Pacers, who 
fitting atop the Central 

. on, iVi games ahead of 
harlotte Hornets. Incti- 
tas won four straight 

- - i and is 10-2 in its last 

-rick Coleman bad 27 
. : and nine rebounds for 

■ lets, who lost for the 
■ time in their last six 

and are just 6-11 in 
last 17. 

Denver, Reggie Wil- 
' scored 21 points and 
Ellis bad five of his 16 
: a key third-quarter 


run to send the Denver Nng- 
gets to a 113-104 victory over 
the Los Angeles Clippers. 

Thq Nuggets pulled within 
a ha&gam^irf jdfe.tlje Sac 7 
ramento ‘Kings for die final 
■playoff spot' in the Western 
Conference. 

“1 thought we didn’t let 
them get easy shots,” wil- 
liams said. “We got out run- 
ning the fast break. We 
talked about defence and 
came out on them. We were a 
little tired but this is the NBA 


and we've got to be ready to 
play.” 

At Utah, Karl Malone 
scored eight of his 23 points 
, in a third-quprter ran. tp lead 
the Utah las to a 128-102 
rout of the Washington Bui-' 
lets. 

The Jazz led, 64-59, at half- 
time and opened the third 
quarter with a 17-5 run, 
keyed by Malone’s eight 
points, to take a commanding 
81-64 advantage with 6:28 re- 
maining. 


RESULTS 


San Antonio 

114 

Detroit 

93 

Indiana 

98 

New Jersey 

87 

Utah 

128 

Washington 

102 

Denver 

113 

L.A. Clippers 

104 


STANDINGS 
Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 



X-Oriando* 

X-New York 

Miami 

New Jersey 

Boston 

Philadelphia 

Washington 


X-lndiana 
X -Charlotte 

Cleveland 

Chicago 

Atlanta 

Milwaukee 

Detroit 


X-San Antonio 

X-Utah 

Houston 

Denver 

Dallas 

Minnesota 


X-Phoenix 
X-Seattte 
L.A. Lakers ■ 
Portland 
Sacramento 
Golden State 
L.A. Clippers 


W 

L 

Pet. 

52 

17 

.754 

44 

23 

.657 

27 

42 

391 

27 

42 

391 

26 

42 

382 

18 

50 

.265 

18 

50 

365 


Central Division 


44 

25 

-638 

42 

26 

-618 

38 

30 

359 

36 

33 

322 

33 

35 

.485 

27 

42 

391 

25 

44 

362 

Western Conference 

Midwest Division 

49 

18 

.731 

51 

19 

.729 

41 

27 

303 

33 

36 

378 

29 

37 

339 

19 

50 

375 

Pacific Division 

49 

19 

.721 

48 

20 

.706 

42 

25 

.627 

36 

31 

337 

33 

35 

.485 

21 

47 

309 

14 

57 

.197 


European Soccer Championship 

France face Israel without -Papin, Cantona 


PARIS (AFP) — Davor Suk- 
er continues to pot his nation- 
al side on the map and him- 
self in the shop window as 
Croatia, who visit Lithuania 
on Wednesday, emerge as a 
team to be feared. 

The 27-year-old Seville star 
scored twice in a 4-0 Euro- 
pean Championship win over 
Ukraine on Saturday as the 
former Yugoslavian state 
kept their 100 per cent record 
after four group four match- 
es. 

Added to his two goals for a 
2-1 win in Italy in November, 
Suker has proven his striking 
ability on the big stage. 

Inter Milan, Barcelona and 
Bayern Munich have all 
shown interest in the $6 mil- 
lion rated striker. Sevilla 
signed him from Dynamo 
Zagreb in 1991 for $2 million. 

Apart from the Lithuania 
versus Croatia game, 
Wednesday sees 25 other 
European Championship 
matches. 

In group one, France travel 
to Israel without influential 
players Jean-Pierre Papin 
and skipper Eric Cantona. 

Papin, who scored in their 
2-0 win in Azerbaijan after 
three goalless draws, is out an 
mjmy to his left keen. And 
Cantona has a worldwide ban 
after his “kung fu” kick at a 
Crystal Palace fan on January 

Paul Le Guen takes over 
the captain’s armband in 
place of Cantona. 

Third-place France trail 
Romania and Israel, who 


sent France on their spirit- 
ernshing journey to world 
Cup failure. 

France led Israel 2-1 at the 
Parc des Princes in October 
1993 with seven minutes to 
go. Even a draw would have 
almost certainly pot them 
through to the World Cup 
finals. 

But Eyal Berkovitz and 
Reuoven Atar scored Cor a 
3-2 Israel win, before Bulgar- 
ia finished France off when 
Emil Kostadinov scored in 
the dying seconds for a 2-1 
win at the same venue. 

Romania, who raised their 
world standing by beating 
Argentina and reaching die 
World Cup quarter-finals, 
host Poland in the group’s 
other match. 

Group leaders Romania, 
who include World Cup stars 
Gheorghe Hagi, Die Dxnnit- 
resen, and Florin Radudoiu, 
defend their 100 per cent 
record after four matches. 

Spain, who play host to 
Belgium, are one of the few 
teams who have virtually 
qualified already. With max- 
imum points from four games 
— inducting a 4-1 win in 
Belgium, their heaviest home 
defeat for 43 years — coach 
Javier Clemente can virtually 
bank on a fimk place. 

Yet should Clemente covet 
records, he will have the 
target of emulating France, 
who won all their qualifying 
matches before the 1992 com- 
petition. 

Clemente has made one 
change buy e»IHng up Tener- 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAR SHAWF 
• TANNAH HRSCH 


COUNT TOUR TRICKS 


Both vulnerable. North deal*. 
NORTH 
*AJ7 
7882 
0 KQ7 8 32 

♦ A 

WEST EAST 

*10 8 * K 9 4 3 2 

7Q10 54 776 

0 10 8 0 A J 9 

* Q 9 8 5 3 *704 

SOUTH 

* Q 8 6 

7 A K J 9 
054 

• K J 10 2 
The bidding? * 

North East Sov& jVMt 
10 Pass 1 -- 1 7 Mi'* 

2 0 Pa*. 3 * Paa* • 

8* Paa* 8 NT Paa* 

Pa*a Paa* 

Opening lead: Five of * 

How yon aanipnhta a particular 
ppf depends, more of- 

ten than not, on how many tricks 
you need from it. For instance, what 
do you play to the second trick on 
thi * hand after you win Wert's open- 
in* lead perforce with dummy’s ace? 

Note that North's bid of three 
spades could not be a genuine suit— 
with four spedr*. North would have 
| introduced die suit a the one- level. 

I With no slam aapintiona and dia- 


monds a* a source of tricks. South 
placed the co n tract at three no 
trump and North saw no reason to 

overrule that decision.' 

West led a dob, taken by dum- 
my’s ace. What now? 

Had declarer needed five tricks 
bom the Hiainnmi suit the best 
nhmr* would be to come to hand 
twice in heart* and lead diimvmds 
<9 to the table's honor*. But hare 
declarer has five tricks in the aide 
suits, so only lour diamond tricks 
are n ee ded. 

rvrm way to acc ompBah wiM 
be to lead a high d** TT * |n/ f to th*- 
secood trick. That wonHaet up four 
tricks in the but, unlaaa the 
defense cooperate*, there would be 
no way to them. there is 
only one enby to the board — theses 
of spade. — East need only allow the 
king of diamonda to bold the first 
trick and the suit wither* on the 
vine. 

The secret is to force the defend- 
ers to win the first trick end there’s 
a straightforward way to accomplish 
that. Declarer simply leads a low 
diamond from Anmay at trick two. 
Now when declarer regains the lead. 
■ dia mond to the king seta op the 
suit while the ace of s p a de s is still 
there for the entry. 




TEACHING ARABIC LANGUAGE 
FOR (NON-ARAB LADIES) 

The Princess Sarvath College announces that a new 
course for teaching Arabic language for non-Arab 
: women will start on Saturday April 1, 1995. 

! For further Information, please cell Tel. 

| 689482 - SS4251 

REAL PRICES 


Round trip 


f Amman-New York 
i- Amraan-Chicago 
Amman-Los Angeles 
1' Amman-London 
Amraan-Frankfurt 
;i K . L . M 
*• Amman-Los Angeles 
* Amman- Atlanta 


544 JD. 
628 JD. 
830 JD. 
379 JD. 
334 JD. 


799 JD. 
698 JD. 
795 JD. 


X-clinched playoff berth. 


■- Amman-San Fransisco 795 JD. 

tv/. x: ; s - - nc r.u vjt . -xr -i“ 

The offer is valid for 3 days starting today 

Buy your ticket daring the offer period a*d travel 
ia the summer 

This offer is only for Royal Jordanian & KJLM Air Lines flights 
special offers are available on other air Hue too. 


For more information rail 
Tel. 683200 


ife’s Argentine-born striker 
Juan Antonio Pirn in place 
of Deportivo La Conuia 
striker Julio Safinas. 

Belgium appear to be fad- 
ing off the scene. Belgium, 
1980 European championship 
runners-up and 1986 World 

Cup acmi- finaHata, rink failing 

to qualify fin their third con- 
secutive time in tins event 
■ Belgium, already without 
keeper Michel Preud’bomme 
and midfielder Franky Van 
Der Ekt, who have both re- 
tired internationally, have 
lost piaymaker Enzo Scrfo 
and sweeper and captain 
G eorge s Gran through in- 

,a &nmaik , who lost 3-0 in 
Spain in November, visit 


Cyprus and a win would 
propel them above Macedo- 
nia into second spot behind 
Spain. 

Switzerland’s stars of today 
visit Hungary’s heroes of 
yesterday in a group three 
battle. Switzerland, whose 
standing in the world game 
rocketed after reaching the 
1994 World Cop second 
round, defend their group 
lead against the 1938 and 
1954 World Cup runners-up. 

But Swiss striker Stephane 
Qiapuisat was injured last 
month and is out for the rest 
of the season. The 25-year- 
old faces surgery after tearing 
knee lig am e n ts training with 
Borussia Dortmund 

Second-placed Sweden , 


still without Sweden’s Tomas 
Brohn, who injured his left 
ankle in a 2-0 win over Hun- 
gary in November, travel to 
turkey. 

Coach Tommy Svensson 
picked seven prayers from 
European Cup quarter- 
finalists Gothenburg. Of 
those, Magnus Johansson is 
inducted for the fint time and 
Anderiecht forward Par Zet- 
terberg is also called up. 

Italy put last November’s 
home loss to Croatia behind 
them with a 4-1 win at home 
to Estonia on Saturday. 
Goals from Demetrio Alber- 
tini, Fabrizio RavancUi and 
two from Gianfranco Zola 
put their qualifying chances 
batik on route. 


QJW Cfivuxt m theSki^ 

Ghbai 


Mon, Sat 
Thu 

Mon, Sat 

Thu 

All times local 


00.45* 

00.45 * 

18.45 

16.45 

. * Following day 


Emirates flies three times a week from Amman to Dubai with 


convenient onward connections to cities throughout the . Middle East, 


the Far East and the Indian Subcontinent. 


£ U * 



MIDDLF IAST NITWOUC 


Sr.J ; 

< Ao 

\ 1 


— 

' /<r 

Vi 


For reservations or further information contact your local travel 


agent or Emirates on Amman 643341 . 
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Emirates 

THE FINEST IN THE SKY 


TRUST TOURS AGENCY 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Tom Hanks 
in 

Forrest Gump 

Shews: 12J0. 3:15. 6:15. 9:15 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 | Cinema 




Andy Garda — Mee Ryan 
in 

Whan A Man Lavas A Efornan 

Shows: 1230. 3:30. 5, 630. 830. 10-J0 


3nema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD *1* 

Comedian star; Adel Imam — 

Bakhrt & AndacHIeh 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 6*», 8:30. 11:00 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

Jean-Claude Van Damm 

STREET FIGHTER 

Shows: 1230. 330. 5:45. 11:00 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

ABMHOUN THEATM 

Musa Hljazln “Suni’a” 

in the political satire 

HI Citizen 

written and directed by 
Mohammad AJ Shawaqfa 
dally on 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre doses on Monday 

— Haifa Al Agha In tho 
children's play 

^ Sa’di’s Rstnni ^ 


Tel-: 675571 

ilabn Al Mashlni Theatre 

^Tenants 

Abu Awwad 

In the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre Is closed on 
Mondays 1 

Tickets are available all • 
day 


NabU & Hisham's Td.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Pres® 1 
The political satire: 

AL SALAMI YA SA1AK 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation, please cal 
625155 

The theatre Is closed 
Saturdays & Sundays 


t 


i 





NEWS IN BRIEF 


Morocco sets up liaison office in Israel 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Morocco has set up a liaison office in 
Tel Aviv to become the third Arab country to be 
represented in the Jewish state, Israeli officials revealed 
Tuesday. The mission run by three diplomats was set up 12 
days ago in a rented apartment in an elegant Tel Aviv 
district that once boused Zaire's embassy. The official 
opening will be in a few days after final preparations. But 
the discreet opening contrasts with Israel's inauguration of 
its mission in Rabat in October attended by Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and Foreign Mnister Shimon Peres amid 
much pomp. Yitzhak Levanon, head of the North africa 
department at the foreign ministry, welcomed the arrival of 
the Moroccan diplomats who are led by Talal Gofrani. 

Gulf ‘prince’ arrested after high-life spree 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian police have caoght a con-man 
who swindled his way into the Cairo jet-set by posing as a 
Gulf prince, a newspaper reported Tuesday. More than 30 
large companies and businessmen were taken in by the 
Egyptian who put on a false Gutf accent, said the Egyptian 
Gazette. He stayed in five-star hotels in the capital and in 
the Mediterranean city of Alexandria and spent other 
people's money extravagantly. Police discovered that the 
“prince," whose identity was not revealed, had stolen his 
car from a belly-dancer befriended at a party. The man had 
been arrested several times previously. 

Iraq seized car of U.N. worker 

KUWAIT (AP) — Iraqi police confiscated the car of a 
U.N. -contracted worker after he entered recently into a 
demilitarised zone on the Iraqi side of the border, a U.N. 
spokesman said Tuesday. But the man, who crossed the 
border six days after Iraqi police apprehended two Amer- 
icans in the same area, was never detained because be had 
proper authorisation, said the spokesman, Salim Fahmawi. 
He refused to identify the man further. U.S. television 
network NBC reported Monday that an American working 
for the United Nations was briefly detained on that day, 
March 19, for crossing the border illegally. “The matter 
was resolved on the spot," Mr. Fahmawi said, but added 
that the vehicle was confiscated because it had Kuwaiti 
licence plates. Only U.N. cars are allowed to move within 
the demilitarised zone on both sides of the border. 

All Mahdi warns fighting may resume 

DJIBOUTI (AFP) — North Mogadishu warlord Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad warned here Tuesday that inter-clan fighting 
could resume at the Somali capital's port and airport “at 
any moment” He was speaking after talks with Djibouti 
Prime Minis ter Barkat Gurad Hamadu on the situation in 
Somalia since the withdrawal of U.N. troops early this 
month following an inconclusive two-year peace mission. 
The self-styled “president” will take his delegation on to 
Ethiopia and Sudan, two countries actively mediating in 
Somalia's dan warfare. He accused his rival, Mohammad 
Farah Aideed, who controls most of outh Mogadishu, of 
hampering all peace efforts. 

Syria rebukes U.S. Senator Helms 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Syria on Tuesday rebuked U.S. 
Senator Jesse Helms for accusing it of sponsoring terrorism 
and drug trafficking. The attack in the Tishrin government 
daily was an apparent response to a reported pledge by Mr. 
Helms, a. right- wing North Carolina Republican who beads 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, to oppose any 
peace agreement that involved U.S. financial aid to Syria. 
“There is not one reason that could justify Heims' hatred of 
Syria,” the daily said. “Syria does not blackmail the 
American taxpayer, as Israel does, nor does it receive 
billions of dollars annually from the American treasury," it 
added. Israeli Labour Party lawmaker Avigdor Kahalani, 
who opposes withdrawal on the Golan Heights, relayed 
Mr. Helms' comments in a March 18 interview on Israeli 
army radio. “He thinks that Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad can not be trusted, and he thinks that Syria is a 
country of drugs and terrorism,” Mr. Kahalani said. 

Welzman to visit Germany in September 

BONN (AFP) — Israel’s President Ezer Weizman will go 
to Germany for an official three-day visit in September, the 
German presidency said Tuesday, ending speculation be 
would take part in Bonn’s celebrations in May of the fall of 
Nazism. A statement from the Israeli embassy in Bonn said 
the question of Mr. Weizman's participation in Bonn's May 
8 celebration of the 50th anniversary of the fall of Nazism 
did not arise. Mr. Weizman will be in Israel on that date to 
take part in a number of ceremonies marking the 
anniversary of the end of war, the embassy statement said. 

Sudan sees new era in ties with Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — Sudan's Foreign Minister Ali Osman 
Mohammad Taha looked forward Tuesday to turning a 
new page in Khartoum's stormy relations with Cure after 
talks with his Eygptian counterpart Amr Musa. “This is a 
good start towards reaching an understanding and a good 
omen for turning a new page in relations between the two 
countries," Mr. Taha tola reporters. Mr. Taha described as 
“positive” the meeting with Mr. Musa on the sidelines of a 
two-day session of the Organisation of African Unity. 
“Bilateral relations were discussed objectively and dearly 
as well as questions of concern to the Arab Nation,” he 
added. 


Ramos to seek clemency for Filipino in UAE 

MANILA (AFP) — President Fidel Ramos is to appeal for 
clemency for a Filipino worker sentenced to die oy firing 
squad in the United Arab Emirates for murder, sources at 


the Philippine foreign office said Tuesday. The sources, 
who asked not to be identified, said Mr. Ramos would 
write to UAE President Zayed Ben Sultan A1 Nahyan 
asking for a pardon for John Aquino, who was convicted in 
the 1989 stabbing death of Indian national Amerjet Lai 
Jaker Shand. The Philippine leader has also ordered full 
legal assistance to another Filipina being tried In the UAE 
for murdering her employer, who bad allegedly raped her. 
The counsel for 16-year-old Sarah Balabagan informed the 
foreign office here he will invoke the “defense of life and 
honour” in a bid to gain her acquittal. Ms. Balahagan 
claimed she stabbed her Arab employer dead during a 
struggle after he had raped her in July 1994. 

Britain to resume flights to Syria 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — Britain is to resume flights to Syria 
next month after a nine-year suspension following a foiled 
bomb attack at London’s Heathrow airport, the British 
embassy here said Tuesday. A delegation from British 
Airways and the Transport Ministry agreed to restore air 


Airways ana the Transport Ministry agreed to restore air 
links during a visit to Damascus last week, the embassy 
said. British Airways will operate two London-Damascus 
flights a week, while Syrian Arab Airlines will run four 
flights and British Mediterranean two, 

20 drugs smugglers killed in clashes in Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian security services have killed 20 
drugs smugglers in clashes in northeastern Iran and seized 
2,058 kilogrammes of opium, the official agency IRNA said 
Tuesday. Security forces told IRNA they had also seized a 
large amount of arms and ammunition in dashes in Torbat 
Heydarieh in Kborassan province, 90 kilometres east of 
Tehran dose to the border with Afghanistan, over the past 
few days. 


Regent 
meets U.S. 
general 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah, the Regent, on 
Tuesday received the 
commander-in-chief of the 
U.S Central Command, 
General J.H. Binford Peay 
m, and reviewed with him 
bilateral relations and 
means of enhancing them. 

Prince Abdallah and 
Gen. Binford discussed 
scopes of military coopera- 
tion and exchange of exper- 
tise. 

The audience was 
attended by His Majesty 
King Hussein's advisor 
Mohamamd Rasoul A1 



ffis Royal Highness Prince Abdullah, the ford Pray HI (centre), commander-to-chfef of 
Regent, on Tuesday receive s Gen. J.H. Bin- life UJS. Central Comman d (Petra photo) 


Kilani, the U.S. charge 
d'affaires and the U.S. 
military attache in Amman. 

Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Gen. Abdul 


Hafez Mind also received 
Gen. Binford and reviewed 
with him the situation in 
the region and the role 
played by the Jordanian 


Armed Forces in maintain- 
ing peace and security in 
various parts of the world. 
They also discussed scopes 
of bilateral cooperation 


Israel not yet ready for Golan pledge 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres said Tuesday that Israel 
was not ready to tell Syria 
now bow far it is willing to 
withdraw on the Golan 
Heights. 

“We have to leave 
ourselves room for bargain- 
ing,” Mr. Peres told Israel 
Radio.- “Because the probi 
lem isn't just a withdrawal, 
but the type of peace, along- 
with security arrangements, a 
timetable and Lebanon as 
well. 

Mr. Peres also dismissed a 
report that the United States 
made a secret promise to 
remove Syria from a blacklist 
of nations sponsoring “ter- 
rorism.” 

“I don’t know of such a 
tiling, but I certainly doubt 
the truth of this report," Mr. 
Peres said. 

The Washington Times, 
quoting the Compass news 
service, earlier this week said 
President Bill Clinton paved 
the way for a renewal of the 
Israel-Syria talks by making 
such a promise to Syria. 

Negotiations between 
Israel and Syria resumed ear- 


Bahrain 

unrest 

continues 

MANAMA ( AP) — Students 
at a gills’ school smashed 
windows and destroyed 
chairs Tuesday as anti- 
government protests flared 
again in Bahrain. 

Overnight, agitators 
burned a small branch of the 
Bahrain Islamic Bank in 
Jidhafs, a densely-populated 
Muslim Shiite suburb where 
tension has remained high 
since two weeks of riots m 
December rocked this small 
island. 

The disturbances have 
flared mainly in Shiite Mus- 
lim districts to press for the 
restoration of parliament and 
jobs for the 30,000 Bahrainis 
they estimate as unemployed, 
mainly impoverished Shiites. 

Shiites make up about one- 
half of indigenous Bahrainis. 
About one-third of the is- 
land's 500.000 population are 
expatriates. The rest, like the 
ruling AJ Khalifa family, be- 
long to the Sunni sect. 

The 


The protesters, some of 
liom nave called for the 
downfall of the A1 Khalifas, 
also demand the release of 
detainees rounded up in scat- 
tered bouts of unrest over the 
past three months. 

A statement from 'an 
opposition grotto; the Islamic 
Front for me Liberation of 
Bahrain, called on the Inter- 
national Committee of the 
Red Cross to check on “the 
inhumanitarian situation the 
detainees are living, and the 
brutal acts of torture.” 

The statement was faxed to 
the Associated Press in Cyp- 
rus. 

Tuesday's disturbances at 
the A1 Manama Secondary 
School for Girls in a Muslim 
Shiite area quickly abated, 
according to teachers at the 
school. 

Residents in the distant Isa 
town suburb also reported 
brief demonstrations at a loc- 
al girls* secondary school, but 
said the students had been 
stirred by boys who sneaked 
onto the premises before 
classes started. 

Over the past days, small 
groups of high school boys 
have chanted anti- 
government slogans within 
earshot of the U.S. embassy 
or the criminal investigation 
department. They usually 
commit acta of vandalism and 
run off before riot police 
appear. 

The Education Ministry 
prohibits police from enter- 
ing any school premises, but 
small amounts of tear-gas 
have been fired from outside 
the gates. 


lier this month after a three- 
month suspension. The nego- 
tiators are the Israeli and 
Syrian ambassadors to 
Washington. 

Israel has called for higher- 
level talks, but Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez A1 Assad has 
rejected the request. He 
wantes Israel to declare its 
willingness to withdraw from 
all of the Golan before he 
agrees to a summit with 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin. 

Israeli foreign ministry 
officials, meanwhile, said 
that if Syria is serious about 
making peace with Israel, it 
must stop its support for mili- 
tants and hardlin e Palestinian 
groups. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat has invited hardline 
Palestinians opposed to the 
peace process to settle in the 
autonomous Gaza Strip, Mr. 
Arafat's spokesman said 
Monday. 

The statement by spokes- 
man Nabil Abu Rudeina fol- 
lowed a report by an Israeli 
foreign ministry official that 
the United States had in- 
formed Israel that Syria was 


preparing to expel the heads 
of the hardline “rejection 
front." 

“We say to these Palesti- 
nians that the (Palestinian) 
Authority is holding out a 
hand to them and we call on 
them to come and settle in 
Gaza to contribue to the 
buildmg of a Palestinian state 
with Jerusalem as its capital,” 
Mr. Rudeina said. 

The Israeli foreign ministry 
official said, “Washington 
has tbe impression that the 
Syrian authorities have sent 
out signals to beads of orga- 
nisations opposed to (Palesti- 
nian) autonomy that they 
should prepare to leave.” 

“But we remain cautious 
because this is only an Amer- 
ican impression, it is still 
vague,” be added. 

Syrian Vice-President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam met 
recently with Palestinian 
opposition officials and a 
leader of the Lebanese Hez- 
bollah to warn them that 
“their days in the Syrian 
capital are numbered," the 
daily Maariv wrote Monday. 

However, two Syrian- 
based groups denied the re- 


ports as “lies.” 

Meanwhile, Syria accused 
Israel of making unaccept- 
able demands and said there 
bad been no progress in 
peace talks which resumed in 
Washington this month. 

“How could progress be 
made while Israel wants to 
impose normalisation (of re- 
lations), ending of the 
boycott, opening of borders 
ana other unjustified de- 
mands?” Syria’s government 
daily said. 

A1 Thawra said Israel had 
made such proposals to 
Damascus while refusing to 
commit itself to fall with- 
drawal from the Golan 
Heights. 

Talks between Syria's 
Washington Ambassador 
Walid A1 Muallem and Israeli 
envoy Itamar Rabinovich re- 
sumed on March 20 with U.S. 
participation after a three- 
month break. 

“Israel’s policy and be- 
haviour provide no en- 
couragement for one to ex- 
press tile minim um level of 
optimism for progress," A1 
Thawra said. 


start on 
April 3 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Trial 
of a Jordanian accused of 
Kiting his American wife in 
the United States and kid- 
napping his two children will 
start in Amman on April 3, a 
prosecutor said on Tuesday. 

Mohammad Abequa, also 
a naturalised U.S. citizen, 
was arrested in late July after 
he fled to Amm an with bis 
children Lisa, 6, and Sami, 3, 
following requests by 
Washington. He has re- 
mained in police custody 
since. 

Mr. Abequa’s wife. 
Turkish-born Nihal, was 
found dead on July 4 in the 
couple’s New Jersey apart- 
ment. 

The prosecutor general 
charged Mr. Abequa. with 
premeditated murder and the' 
transgression of the custody 
of juveniles, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said. 

The c rimin al court pro- 
secutor, Ghazi Azar, told 
Petra that the defendant was 
questioned on the two 
charges and that after evi- 
dence was gathered in the 
case, the attorney general de- 
cided to refer the case to the 
prosecutor general. 

He said after studying the 
case, the court’s prosecutor 
general charged Mr. Abequa 
with premeditated murder. 

Mr. Abequa will he tried 
before a three-judge tribunal. 

Mr. Azar said defendants 
in Jor dani an courts enjoy all 
tbe guarantees to defence 
lawyers and if they were un- 
able to pay for lawyers, the 
coart appoints counsel whose 
expenses are paid by the 
Ministry of Justice. 

If convicted, Mr. Abequa 
could face the death by hang- 
ing. 

Several American witnes- 
ses might travel to Jordan to 
testify. 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Thousands of guerrillas, 
trained and hardened in die 
15-year Afgha war,' are fan- 
ning oat across the Arab 
World and beyond as soldiers 
of fortune in a fundamentalist 
revolution, according to 
Jane’s intelligence review. 

More than 10,000 of these 
“Arab veterans of the 
Afghan war" are today active 
across North Africa and the 
Arabian Peninsula, China 
and Kashmir, the Philippines 
and Tajikistan and the U.S. 
eastern seaboard, the Lon- 
don monthly says in its April 
edition. 

Trained and armed with 
tbe Mujahedeen in Afghanis- 
tan, both by the West and 
Arab states, these “Muslim 
zealots" are likely to surface 
in "Islamic eruptions” any- 
where, said Jane’s. 

It cited as examples last 
December's hijacking of an 
Air France Airbus at Algiers 
airport, and the February 
1993 bombing of the World 
Trade Centre in New York. 


Such attacks would likely 
have occurred “whether 
there had been Arab veterans 
of the Afghan war or not," 
said the review. 

“But what is undeniable,” 
it said, “is that these combat- 
experienced zealots have 
given the fundamentalists a 
powerful arm that they would 
not otherwise have had.” 

Jane's estimated that these 
“Afghan veterans” include 

5.000 Saudis, 3,000 Yemenis, 

2.000 Egyptians, 2,800 Alge- 
rians, 400 Tunisians, 370 Ira- 
qis, 200 Libyans and scores of 
Jordanians. 

Some 1,000 to 1,500 of 
2,800 “Afehans” in Algeria, 
for example, “form the core 
of the hardline fundamental- 
ists,” said Jane's. 

In particular, the Group 
Islamic Army (GIA), held 
responsible for killing scores 
of - foreigners and Algerian 
intellectuals in and around 
Algiers, “is dominated by the 
‘Afghans',” said the review. 

Successive GIA leaders. 


including Tayeb AJ Afghani, 
arrested in 1992. Sid Ahmad 
Mourad, killed by police in 
March 1994, and Abu Abdul- 
lah Ahmad, alias Sherif 
Gousmi, killed last Septem- 
ber, were all “Afghan” war 
veterans, it said. 

Of the approximately 2,000 
“Afghans” in Egypt, several 
hundred are active in Islamic 
fundamentalist groups. One 
of the most influential, said 
Jane’s, is Mohammad Shaw- 
ky AJ Islambouli, brother of 
Khaled A1 Islambouli, who 
was hanged in 1982 for his 
part in the assassination of 
President Anwar Sadat. 

In Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
there are between 500 and 
1,000 non-Bosnian Muslim 
fighters from a dozen coun- 
tries. Some 300 of them are 
“Afghan" veterans with a 
Mujahedeen company oper- 
ating alongside Bosnian army 
in Zenica, said Jane's. 

It said Arab veterans of 
Af ghanistan had also been 
identified fighting with seces- 


sionist forces in Chechenya. 

The Chechen capital Groz- 
ny “became a key transit 
point for Arab veterans ’of 
Afghan war after tbe collapse 
of tiie Soviet Union,” said 
Jane's. “The Russians could 
well now become targets for 
the ‘Afghans’.” 

Pakistan, under pressure 
from Algeria, Egypt, Tunisia 
and the United States, re- 
cently stepped up a drive to 
hunt down ana expel the 
“Afghan” veterans, many of 
whom are fugitives in their 
homelands, said Jane’s. 

Last February, it said, 
Pakistani authorities arrested 
and extradited to the United 
States an Iraqi national, 
Ramzi Ahmad Yousef, 
charged in connection with 
the World Trade Centre 
bombing. 

Many such fugitives, said 
Jane's, take temporary re- 
fuge in Iran, Sudan, the for- 
mer South Yemen and in 
northern Iraq before “they 
are filtered out to other coun- 
tries in the Arab World.” 


At least 1 00 said dead 
in Iraqi Kurd clashes 


ANKARA (R) — A Kurdish 
group said on Tuesday at 
least 100 people had died in 
dashes between two Iraqi 
Kurdish factions in northern 
Iraq, already hit by a Kurdish 
military incursion. 

Shazad Saib, Ankara rep- 
resentative of the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (FUK), 
said forces from the rival 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP) had attacked several 
PUK positions in the key city 
of Erbil on Monday. 

“At least 100 people have 
been killed on both sides 
since the KDP forces attack- 
ed eight PUK positions in 
and around Erbil yesterday 
morning," Mr. Saib told 
Reuters. 

The reported fighting took 
place about 160 kilometres 
south of where 35,000 Tur- 
kish troops are fighting 
another Kurdish group, the 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK), which is fighting for a 
separate state in southwest 
Turkey. 

Erbil, seat of the region’s 
paralysed Kurdish adminis- 
tration, has been a focal point 
for dashes since last Decem- 
ber. It is held by the PUK. 

It is partially surrounded 
by opposing Kurdish fighters 
while troops loyal to Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein are 
positioned about 10 
kilometres to the south 

The KDP, led by Massoud 
Barzani, said the dashes 
occurred when its rival tried 
to^ recam g^^^tio ns^ne^ 


umbrella group, the Iraqi 
National Congress (INC), 
said the KDP had suffered 
heavy losses. 

“The attack is on the out- 
skirts of Erbil, to tbe east of 
town, and it is still con- 
tinning," KDP Ankara repre- 
sentative Safeco Dizayee told 
Reuters. KDP forces were 
repelling the assault, he said. 

The KDP is normally in 
control of the Iraqi-Turkish 
border area where Turkish 
troops have been hunting 
Kurdish rebels from Turkey 
since March 20. The Iraqi 
Kurd groups have not taken 
part in that fighting. 

The Iraqi Kinds, protected 
by Western air power since 
breaking from Baghdad after 
the Gulf war in 1991, set up a 
regional administration in Er- 
bil after elections the next 
year. 

Their power-sharing admi- 
nistration became unwork- 
able when clashes broke out 
last Dec. 16 in a row over the 
collection of taxes from Tur- 
kish crude drivers at the bor- 
der town of Zakho. 

The KDP blames the PUK 
for a carbomb explosion in 
Zakho in February that tilled 
76 people and wounded ab- 
out 100. It also accuses the 
PUK of ransacking Erbil. 

The inter-Kurdish conflict 
slackened last month after a 
joint U.S.-Turtish delegation 
warned both sides to stop 
fighting or risk losing West- 
ern sympathy. Turkish offi- 
cials said then about 500 peo- 
«ol£ had died. 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Call- 
ing it a chance to help hun- 
dreds of thousands of people, 
former U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter brokered a two-month 
ceasefire between Sudan’s 
government and rebels lock- 
| ed in one of Africa’s longest 
and bloodiest wars. 

Mr. Carter, who is on a 
nine-day visit to Africa, had 
sought the truce to allow 
health workers into southern 
Sudan, where a parasite cal- 
led the guinea worm disease 
thrives. The parasite causes 
blindness, but can be treated 
by a single tablet. 

Last year, it affected at 
least 160,000 people in the 
Indian subcontinent and 
Africa, a third of them in 
Sudan. 

“The primary purpose of 
this agreement is to permit 
the leaders and citizens of 
Sudan and international 
agencies ... to cany out a 
major effort to eradicate 
guinea worm, prevent river 
blindness and immunize chil- 
dren against polio and other 
diseases,” Mr. Carter said in 
a statement released Tuesday 
by the U.S. embassy in 
Nairobi, Kenya. 

In Khartoum, he said the 
ceasefire opens "an oppor- 
tunity to alleviate the suffer- 
ing of literally hundreds of 
thousands of Sudanese who 
’ : ve in the southern part of 
this untry." 

Th 'asefire was sche- 
duled t fy* n at midnight 
Tuesday. ’ was announced 
by Mr. C rter and Sudan's 
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More than 10,000 ‘Arab Afghans’ are active — Jane’s 


Carter brokers ceasefire 
in Sudan’s 12-year war 
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military leader, Lieutenant- 
General Omar Hassan A1 
Bashir, in a news conference 
in Khartoum Monday. Be- 
fore travelling to Sudan on 
Sunday. Mr. Carter had 
gained an agreement from 
the rebels on the ceasefire. 

Gen. Bashir also offered 
rebels a general amnesty if 
they lay down their arms. But 
he said movements of gov- 
ernment troops would con- 
tinue in southern Sudan dur- 
ing the two-month period. 

The truce was Mr. Carter’s 
latest success in personal di- 
plomacy. 

As part of a three-man 
delegation in September, he 
successfully negotiated a deal 
that led Haiti’s military gov- 
ernment to step down. In 
December, be brokered a 
ceasefire among the warring 
factions in Bosnia. 

Mr. Carter left Khartoum 
after the ceasefire announce- 
ment. 

Sudan’s civil war began in 
1983, making it one of Afri- 
ca’s longest. An estimated 
1.3 million people have died 
in the conflict and from 
famines caused by the figh t, 
ing. Millions more have been 
uprooted, some living in 
wretched conditions in re- 
fugee camps near the capital. 

Peace talks between the 
government and the m ainl y 
Christian and animist rebels 
have not produced any re- 
sults, and numerous ceasefires 
have been broken. 
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